

aarpn rejects return of refugees 

hardline fijieign Minister 

•• .aMCon said Sunday a final peace setUement m 

V^vwrtild not ^ the return of Palestinian 
!S. tThe problem of die refugees B 
cantJbly be solved international cooperation 
■fc them to niiegraie into the countries whwe fliey 
^ living,” he told journalists. Sharon has been 
to head negonations on the final status of the 
{ 3 Q teiritories, due to start in December. TTie 
ibf lefiigees who fled ihdr homes when Israel was 

^ iitt lW«.-or after the occupation of the West Bank 
^^aza in 1968 , figures high on the agenda of the talks. 

'^^pafc^an side insists on their right to i«um. The 
(Piai tiations estimates at more than 3.5 million the 
j^anber o£ refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, the West 
and Gaza Scrip. 
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King sends cable toTarawneh 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussdn Sunday 
sent a cable to Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh in reply to 
his message on the occasion of A1 Isra Wal Mi'raj. The 
King thanked Tarawneh and wished him and his col- 
leagues success and happiness. King Hussein sent similar 
messages to Lou'er House and Senate speakers, judicial 
council president, chief justice, public security. Intelli- 
gence and civil defence directors. Meanwhile, Speaker of 
the Lo\^’er House of Parliament Abdul Hadi Majali Sun- 
day sent a message to the King thanking him for his tele- 
phone call on Saturday congratulating him on his election 
as speaker of ihe House. Majali alio sent a message to 
HRH Crown ftince Hassan, the Regent, expressing the 
Lou'er House's allegiance to the Hashemite Throne and 
pledging continued efforts to serve the nation and to help 
enhance the principles of democrac)'. 


Price: Jordan 200 


security cabinet fails to reach 
Sion on Lebanon quagmire 


Tarawneh stresses government’s 
determination to fight corruption 


A DfVllM). Isradi govero- 
1 ^' met Sunday to review 
jpaff s 20-year occupation of 
sbe^ L^mon but broke off 
^Sscusrions widiout reacb- 

- log ^ firrn ooncfusibns. 

- a comfdex ddxite 
is,gc^ to take a lo^ 

; {jrii*"lntanal Security Minis- 
; iffAvigdcrKadialanisaidafter 

- tte meeting^ 

;/!Whaiever d)e de^^ 

is it will uiflueDoe the 
fittiie sba(c-of the northern 
. and discussions on 

-^an issue cannot be com- 
I in a day cff two,'* he told 

I i^s privBtefy tun Channel 
. ^tderiskm. 

-3he securi^ catinet heard a 
i siat fion top nulitaxy and 
h; jnd^ence ccanmanders pre- 
at a five^xxir meeting 
cfaM-by Defence Minister 
Vnzhaq Moidecfaai die pievi- 
, ous!di^. 

Ihe commanders deemed 
Isori’s *^mai^ for manoeu- 
narrow” but judged ‘ 'a 
mfflajml withdrav^ ftom 
I sooib Lebanon unposatie^' 
(ffidalstcMAFP. 

^ I^gn Mhusier Ariel 
Stiasi and several other 

.o f m OiTi inrhirfing k'ahalani 

: l^been aguing for a unilat- 
; tSwiihckawal in stages. 

kfpniecbai and the defence 
ro^^mcric have ficmly 
ixoposs^ 


ing to Israel Radia 

The security cabinet mee ring 
was held up for more than an 
hour while Netanyahu dis- 
cussed the crisis vrith U.S. 
AmbassadOT Edward Wallrei; 
officials said. 

Netanyahu toid his ministers 
a “U.S. plet^e to try to 
n*^at** with Syria,’* the main 

power broker in Lebanon and 
a backer of both H^toUab 
and Amai, the two Shiite 
groi^ reqronable for the vast 
mryority ^ attacks in soudi 
Lebarxjo the Israeli 

occupation ftvces. 

Netariyahu vialed the laael- 
Lebanon bender just poor to 
the meeting and reaffirmed his 
oppoation to a unilafetal witb- 
drawaL 

He vowed to step 
rqnsals against the Tglarnigr 
gtktiilia moverneiit HizboUah 
ft^towing a deadly string of 
attacks against Israeli troops. 

“As long as we cannot with- 
draw ftom Lebanon in a way 
that wSl secure the inhahitanis 
in die oonh of IsraeL we will 
sc^.*' he said. 

*Today we must do every- 
thing we can to protect our so^ 
ffiers and increase attacks on 
HizboDah,*' Netanyahu said. 

Netanyahu ordered a 
reassessment of governitmt 
policy in Lebanon ftiQowing a 
rash of Hbzbdlah attacks 
wfaicb left seven Israeli sol- 
diers dead in less dian two 
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Isradi women protest outside Benyamui Netanyahu's office on Sunday gallin g for 
Israel’s withdrawal for south Lebanon. Israeli cabinet ministers called' Sunday for 
military strikes against Beirut's power and water supplies in retaliation for the killing 
of Isra^ soldiers by resistance fighters in south Leb^on (AP photo) 

weeks in south Lebanon. metre wide Israeli occu|^ establishment firmly opposed 


The {xiine ininister cut short 
a visit to Europe cn Biday to 
airan^ the meetii^ of the 
securiQ' cabinet which groups 
U memb^ofhis 17-minister 
cabinet 

Sharon has prqxised pulling 
the troops out cf die 15-itiJo- 


securiiy zone in sta^ coupled 
widi a clear warning to 
Lebanon and Syria that subse- 
quent cross4)oider attacks 
would meet with harsh retatia- 
tioa agains both military and 
civilian tai|9^. 
laael R^o said the military 


establishment firmly opposed 
any unilateral Israeli wiib- 
drawal from Leb^n, saying 
the army's cross-border pres- 
ence was needed to prevent 
attacks on towns inside north- 
ern Israel 

(Continued on p^e 12) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
has underlinki his gov'em- 
ment’s determination to 
fight comiptioQ, stressing 
the law will be applied on 
all people in a just maimer. 

The media and the Lower 
House of Parliament have a 
role to play in exposing cor- 
ruption and providing evi- 
dence about comjfimon 
cases, said the prime minis- 
ter, who noted that “no one 
is above the law" and "the 
judiciary has the final say." 

Speaking in an interview 
with Orbit Satellite Televi- 
sion broadcast last Wednes- 
day, the prime minister said 
that his government, which 
has been in office for OinJy 
three months, has referred 
to courts numerous cases of 
corruption linked to both 
private and public sector 
employees. 

"Under Jordanian law. a 
citizen cannot assume a 
public office and continue 
to do (private) business,” 
said Tarawneh. adding that 
persons violating the coun- 
try's laws will be held 
accountable for their 
actions. 


Referring to unemploy- 
menL the prime minister 
said that the government is 
exerting intensified efforts 
to organise the local labour 
market in implementation 
of Royal directives con- 
tained in the Letter of Des- 
ignation to the government 
which he said focused 
anention on poverty and 
unempioymenL He said he 
believed unemployment 
now stands at 16 per cent of 
the Jordanian workforce. 

The prime minister point- 
ed out that most foreign res- 
idents of the Kingdom are 
woiking illegally, while 
those holding v^d work 
permits do not exceed six 
per cent of tbe total number 
of guest workers. "That 
means only 50.000 have 
valid work permits out of a 
total of an estimated 
750.CHX) non-Jordanian 
workers, many of whom are 
themselves unemployed." 

In reply to a question on 
statements by Israeli offi- 
cials claiming that Jordan 
serv'es as a substitute home- 
land for the Palestinians, the 
prime minister said that 
such statements were made 


before the conclusion of the 
JoFdan-lsrael peace treaty in 
1994. Israeli officials' 
stands, be said, have 
changed after the peace 
treaty and the conclusion of 
the Oslo accords with the 
E’alestinians. 

Tarawneh stressed that 
Jordan does not play a role 
in the final status negotia- 
tions (between tbe Palestini- 
ans and the Israelis) but he 
said that the Kingdom is 
concerned with particular 
issues connected with these 
negotiations, namely in 
security and economic 
fields. 

He said Jordan, which 
hosts the largest number of 
Palestinian refugees, does 
not negotiate on behalf of 
any party in the final status 
negotiations. He added that 
a large number of Palestin- 
ian refugees are now Jor- 
danian citizens and have 
equal rights and duties like 
offier Jordanians, but added 
that these refugees also 
have their rights as 
refugees, and they deserve 
compensation for their lost 
lands and have the right, to 
return. ! 


Takriti arrives in Amman, 
denies rift with Saddam 



Iflestinian police bar Israelis 
^tn building homes for settlers 


Buder said cm Nov. 24 that be 
would report in two to three 
weeks if Iraq was sticking to a 
pledge of renewed coopera- 
tion that narrowly averted 


Franoe and Russia, wtuch are 
more sympathetic go kaq. 

■ (Omtiiuied tNi page 12) 


AMMAN (AFP) — Saddam Hussein's half- 
brother Baizan A1 Takriti arrived here from 
Switzeriaod Sunday denying any rift with the 
Iraqi leader and insisting he planned to travel on 
toli^. 

Barzan, who served until recently as Iraq's 
ambassador to the Uniied Nations in (3eneva, 
described lepnts that He had sought political 
asylum in Swilzedand as “media exaggeration." 

Visibly annoyed by questions as to whether be 
bad had financial diragreeroents with the presi- 
dent's femily. Barzan said: ’*We are not a com- 
pany to have financial disagreements." 

He refused to say when he would be leiumiDg 
to Baghdad, telling jourualists: "1 am gc^ back 
to Iraq, what busing of yours is the date?" 

Barzan. who had been recalled to Baghdad 
along with 17 other anvbassadois as part of a 
diplomatic reshuffle, told a Saudi neu’spaper he 
warned to stay in Swiizeriaod for family rea- 
sons, sparking rumours of his defection which 
the Iraqi mission in Geneva firmly denied. 

Baizan arrived here still wearing a black tie 
out of reflect for his laie wife Ahlam KhmraUah 
Tiilffth who died of cancer in Switzerland earli- 
er this month. 

In a recent newspaper interview he insisted 
that Saddam knew about his decision to remain 
ui Switzerland 'because be understood that it 
was due to family reasons." 

Informed sources in Baghdad had said pievi- 
CHisly that Baizan. who rook up his post in Gene- 
va in early 1 989, had strained relations with Sad- 
dam's eldest son. Uday, his former son-in-law. 
and had not returned to Iraq since 1990 in fear 
of his life. 

Barzan’s daughter Saja took refuge with her 
father in Geneva shcrtly after her marriage to 
Uday. alleging he maliieaied her. 

Uday. who later divorced her. reportedly never 
forgave his faiher-in-Iaw. 

Six of Barzon's eight children have stayed in 
Switzerland to continue their studies. Barzan 
said he Iiad been told by the Swiss authorities 



Barazan Takriti, Saddam Hussein's half- 
brother, upon bis arrival at Amman 
International Airport on Sunday (Photo 
by Yousef A1 'Allan) 

that the could return to see them. 

In August 1995. sources from Baizan's 
entourage said he had defected, following in the 
footsteps of Saddam'sson-in-law. Gener^ Hus- 
sein Kamel Hassan. wbo fled to Amman that 
montL although Barzan himself denied this. 

Hussein Kami a fremer minister of milita^ 
indusuialisaticm. stayed just seven months in 
Amman before returning home to Iraq on Feb. 
20, 1 996 — a decision which proved sukndaL 

Saddam's mother had a second marriage to 
his fntemal uncle, and the Iraqi president has 
three half-brothers fievn the lemarziage, Barzan, 
Whtban and Sabawi. A fourth W-txother, 
Dham. died in the 19S0s. 


tskuig construe- 
to a ate in tbe 
in a fie^ row over 
of Jewish set- 


^^;!(R) — Palestinian units.” IsraeU alacrities, 
Israeli trucks on ing the PaJestiman acuon 
taking coiistruc- much,’’ responded 1^ baniiig 

-Mttte^loafltein tbe Palestinian VIPs in Gaza 

v^^^pinafiediiowover from usiiig a special passage 

of Jewish set- to IsraeL 

. ■ “Th^ will have to go 

■^A-fiaftier si gn of tension, through the workers 

‘^^BmkTnSnsofTiego- now," said Shlomo Dior, 

^ JO sa the course of spokesman for Israel’s coor- 

®^e^iatoemtedinan toaior in the We^ Bank 

^ accusations over Gaza. “We will have to sit 

ckMn with ffie man 

f :^^pdsoDcrs. Auihori^ 

Saeb A1 solution for ffieprob^-™ 
i miStestiitian cQrninander VIPS refused to use the woiK- 


5#S^ ; sct the course of 
ended in an 


accusations over 
of ' Israeli-^d 


. 3^iinmpQs(ners. 
f . : >S*p^’:GeneraI Saeb A1 

- Sfestinian mmmgnriiy 
’ j^^ ^. secQtitv in the 
-'^^^^Ihe.'Gaza Strip, said 
vkdate peace 
Palestinian 

■ i^e^^venied 

• Reuter:!. 

canying 
^majerfals to tiie 
- dement in 
n^ bousing 


ers’ passage- _ . . 

Palestinians view Jewi^ 
settlement expansioii m ^ 

mostly Palestinian-nded Strip 

as a violation of peace 
accords barring unilateral 

acticars. . 

t™L which controls the 

crossings into the S^in^ 

nothing in *e aocads ^ 
vents it ftom expanding set- 
tJemenLc. 


Gaza settler leader Aharon 
Tsur said: “I know one thing. 
We are citizens of tbe stale of 
Israel. Based on every law we 
i?an expand our homes.** He 
appealed to Israel’s go^'em- 
ment and array to ensure that 
tracks may pass. 

Dior said it was not the first 
time the PNA had stopped 
trucks or even arrested dri- 
vers. He said Israel had 
expanded settiemeots to 
accommodate natural growth 
since a 1993 breakthrough 
deal with the Palestinians. 

The Palestioian Legislative 
Council called for an emer- 
gency session on Mmday to 
discuss Jewish setdement 
activities. 

Tbe fate of Jewish settle- 
ments is due to be resolved 
along with other bunting 
issues in negotiatiops on a 
final peace d^. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Qashash convicted of premeditated murder of 
1 1 family members, friend, gets death sentence 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court on Monday sentenced 
two people to deatii, including 
19-year-old Sa'eed Qashash 
who was convicted of the 
gruesome murder of 11 ofhis 
family members and a friend 
in June. 

Awad Mustaftu the second 
to receive tbe death sentence, 
was found guilty of murder- 
ing All l^a^Kfan in April. 

As presiding Judge 
Mf^rammadAjaimeh read the 
first \'erdict of guilty of 12 
counts of prem^iated mur- 
dec, (Qashash listened pas&K'e- 

ly- 

"The court does not see any 


reason to agree to the attor- 
ney’s request for meicy 
becteise of the heinous mur- 
ders (Jashash committed," 
Judge Ajarmeh said. 

Court-appointed lawyer All 
Talafih toid the Jordan Tunes 
following the verdict that he 
was planning to appeal . 

(^£^ash rqx^r^y con- 
fessed to authorities to mur- 
dering his father, mother, 
other family members and a 
childhood ffiend on June 10. 
because dsy harassed him 
about his academic pertbr- 
mance. 

The murder victims includ- 
ed his raotberlTiufaya. 50. his 
father Amin. 57. his sisters 
Kariman. 25, Mir\'ui. 17. 


Wafa. 9 and Insaf, 27, and her 
husband Jamal Turic. 30. and 
their two children, Halalu 2, 
and Zaid, 3, as well as his 
brothers Mcdiammad, 30. and 
Mustafa 17. and Qasbash's 
schoolfricnd Ata Shaalan. 19. 

In October, (^hash retract- 
ed his previous confessions 
made on June )], one day 
after tbe discovery of the bod- 
ies, and claimed in court that 
four other 'people were the 
actual kniers. 

He testified in court then 
that tbe four were searching 
for computer diskettes which 
belonged to his older Ixother 
and that when he tried to pre- 
vent them from using his gun, 
they overpowered him. 


drugged iiim then shot and 
killed his entire family. 

According to tbe prosecu- 
tion charge sheet the defen- 
dant who had already failed 
his tawjihi examinations once, 
allegedly lured the victims 
one after the other to (he base- 
ment of the family's house, 
shot each of them while they 
had their backs to him. then 
piled their bodies arKf sealed 
the basement's doors with 
bricks and cemenL 

In the sec^xid case, the same 
tribunal senteoced 31-year- 
old Mustafa to death after 
conriedng him of the premed- 
itated murder of a fellow 
employee at the Ramtha Cus- 
(Oiiis Department in April 


199S. 

Accotffing to court tran- 
scripts, tbe" defendant, who 
woiked as a guard at the Cus- 
toms Department, fought wiih 
the victim, who woiktti ds a 
car iospeaor, over searching 
one of the vehicles on April 1. 

'The defendant decic^ to 
take revenge on Rashdan, and 
on the morning of the inci- 
dent, took his gun. entered the 
victim's offira and killed 
him,** the court said. 

Both verdicts, handed down 
by the crant tribunal whicA 
also included judges Mifieh 
Mubeidin and Issa Hamdan. 
will automatically be 
reviewed by the Court of Cas- 
sation within 30 days. 
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Israeli defence ministry takes 
delivery of first Arrow missile 


TEL AVIV (R» — Israel's 
defence ministry took 
delivery on Sunday of its 
first Arrow anti-missile 
missile, an Israeli-produced 
weapon jointly funded by 
the United States, an offi- 
cial statement said. 

The 1 0-year-old project, 
originally linked with 
Washington's now defunct 
Star Wars programme, is 
supposed to protect Israel 
against missile attacks from 
Syria, Iraq and Iran. 

'The Arrow delivered 
today has lull operational 


capabilities but includes 
testing devices," the 
defence ministry ssiid alter 
state-owned Israel Aircraft 
Industries, the main con- 
tractor. handed over the 
missile at a ceremony. 

U said the missile and 
several others in the same 
initial series would be used 
mainly in interception tests 
“but ^ey can also be used 
as operational missiles if 
necessary.” 

Israel Aircraft Industries 
test launched, an Arrow at a 
computer-generated target 


two months ago. announc- 
ing later that the project's 
three main systems — the 
missile, the tracking radar 
and the fire control mecha- 
nism — had performed 
well. 

Defence Minister Yit^ak 
Mordechai. who attended 
the delivery ceremony, said 
the Arrow would provide 
“an almost complete shield 
against the present and 
future Imissile] threat." 

The Arrow is supposed to 
intercept missiles between 
10 and 40 km above the 


ground. 

But Joe Butler, who man- 
ages technical aspects of 
the project for the United 
States, said in September 
there was no guarantee the 
Arrow missile killer would 
provide complete protec- 
tion from ballistic missiles. 

Butler, who has estimated 
the cost of the project as 
nearly double the official 
S1.6 billion projection, said 
the Arrow would be opera- 
tional by the end of the year 
if future tests were success- 
ful. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Aid ‘used to house Arafat efite- 

LONDON lAFP> — Britisb aid eimnaiked for housmg projects 
for Palestinians in Gaza and the Bank has been used by (he 

Eurcipean Union for luxury flats for supporters of Yasser Arafot, 
The Sunday Times i^wittd. The paper said a geoeraL a 
police chief and “Other ax»lytes" of the Palestinian leader had 
benefited from the £2 miHira ($3.3 mDlion) from Britain plus 
£10 million ($17 n^on) ^ven by other EU membeis. The 
Sunday Times stud the money been intended for cheap 
housing for poor and overcrowd areas. It quoted an unnamed 
EU auditor as saying the money had been spent “without any 
economic controls is not recoverable.'* 

Germaa aide hints at prisoner swap with Iran 

BERLIN ( AP) — Germai^ could swap prisoners convicted of 
an Iranian-ordeied murder in Berlin for a German sentenced to 
death in Iran, a Geimao ofi5cial was quoted Sunday as saying. 
Germany will not be blackmailed, but it could order the relea% 
of four men held for the 19^ assassination of Kindish Iranian 
dissidents “for overriding state interests," Gerd Poppe. the (for- 
eign Minisay's human rights commissioner, told the oewsps^jer 
D»Tagess|MgeL Iran has sug^'ted in return it could waive the 
de^ sentence of German businessman Helmut Hofec. S6. con- 
victed a Tehran court of having sex widi an unmanied Iran- 
ian woman. T don't con»der p^tical presents ^sprcpiiate,'* 
Poppe said. '*We simply must find a comproniise sausfacuxy 
for ^ involved'* 

Iran ui^ Taleban to punish envoys’ kaDers 

DUBAI (R) — Iran warned Afghanistan's dominant Taleban 
militia on Sunday it would have to face the consequeoces if it 
did not arrest and punish the kiUers of Iranian diplomats. 'The 
Tald»n should mea other Iraruan demands viMcti seeks the 
identification and punishment of those responsible for the mur-r , 
der of ihe Iranian diplomats and journalist." Foreign Nfioistry 
spokesman HamidrReza .Asefi said. .'The TaMiw , should 
realise that they have to be acxxiumable regarding tbeir'violation 
of international regulaticHis. otherwise th^ should free its con- 
sequences," he added but did not elirixirate. 

Four YeoieDK IdDed by mine 

SANAA(AFP) — Four family members were killed and a fiftii 
was critically wounded when their car drove ov’er a mine in 
Yemen, police said Saturday. ‘The mine e.\ploded as a car car- 
ryii^ a family dnove over it. killing three men and a woman." 
police in the Lohj province in soutf^ ^emen said A fifth per- 
son in the vehicle, also a relative, remains in critical condition. 
Some 58JXX) mines were planted in southern Yenen. particu- 
laily around the port city of Aden, during die three-month 1994 
civti war. Roughly 35.000 of diem were cleared away, accord- 
ing to oflicial estimates, during an extensive demining pro- 
gramme carried out after the conflict 

Libya protests at Paris summit snub 

TUNIS (R) — Libya e.xjxessed "surprise" on Sunday at not 
being invited to a Bonco-Afiican summit but said it wx>uld 
have declined anyway. The 50-nation summit which ended in 
Eforls on Satuiday. focused largely on ways to end the civil war 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. ‘'Libya Ls surprised at 
not being invited even though it is an imponant African stai» 
and pays great utiention to the African continent's affairs." 
Libyan stale radia moru'tored in Tunis, quoted a Libyan foreign 
ministry source as saying. 


‘Iraq was ready 
to fire missiles at 
Israel from 1 989’ 
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BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
was ready to fire missiles at 
Israel from 1989 and had 
selected targets within the 
Jewish state, an Iraqi mili- 
tary official has revealed in 
his memoirs. 

“The Iraqi army was 
ready to launch missiles 
against Israel from May 
1989. and military and 
industrial objectives inside 
Israel were selected," said 
General Hazem Abdul Raz- 
zak Shihab A1 Ayubi. who 
was in charge of fraq's mis- 
sile units during the 1991 
Gulf war. 

“President Saddam Hus- 
sein ordered the defonce 
minister at the time. Gener- 
al Adnan Khairallafa. to 
select targets in case of an 
Israeli attack against Iraq's 
military and industrial 
installations." General 


Ayubi said. 

His memoirs, entitled ‘‘43 
Missiles on the Zionist 
Entity." were obtained by 
AFP on Sunday. 

Ayubi added diat during 
the Gulf war, Iraq fired 43 
missiles against Israel and 
50 missil^ against foreign 
troops "in Arab territory," 
in reference to Saudi Ara- 
bia, who allowed the multi- 
national force that ejected 
Iraq from Kuwait to use its 
territory. 

He said the targets in 
Israel were chosen on the 
basis of intelligence gath- 
ered from “different 
sources and Palestinian 
friends." 

One person was killed in 
the Scud attacks in the Tel 
Aviv area during the Gulf 
war and hundreds were 
injured. 


DHOWS IN DUBAI: A dhow Sonday crosses the water to join a group of the other cargo dhows waitb 
Dubai creek before their journey to different re-export destinations in Asia (AP photo) 


Iranian dissident reported missi 
for weeks, possibly ‘executed’ 


i-r^ pRESENTS STAN 
the Badia Ln 

itodfi'itendingthee 
r^naerFav“Tara»-. 
wd other senior m 


TEHRAN (AP) — A political 
activist critical of the Iranian 
government has been missing 
foe weeks and anonymous 
c^l^ to his family have said 
he has been “executed.” a 
group of Iran's top dissidents 
said Sunday. 

Pirooz C^vani, leader of a 
small group call^ the United 
Left, ^as been mining for 
weeks, and the security and 
inteUigence services have flat- 
ly told his family tiiat they 
never arrested hun," said a 
statement signed 79 of 
Iran's fop dissidents. 

There was no immediate 
comment frtnn the govern- 
ment about the statement. It 


comes amid a power struggle 
between Iron’s moderare pres- 
idfflt, Mohammad Khatami 
and hard-line clerics backed 
by street thugs who often 
have taken the law info their 
own hands. 

The ihssidents' statement on 
Davani, faxed to The Associ- 
ated Pr^ in Tehran, follows 
the murder last week of 
anodier leading dissident 
Daiiush Fotuhar. 

According fo the statement 
Davani's mother died of a 
heart attack after receiving 
repeated anonymous phone 
f^alTc saying her son had been 
anested and executed. 

‘Tt has not been determined 


whidi institution, individual 
or intfrviduals captured Mr. 
Davani where he was execut- 
ed, or what happened to him.” 
the statement said. 

The dissidents called on 
Khatami Mio has promised 
more political fieedoms since 
his election last year, to cxder 
an investigatum into Davani's 
disappearance. 

Khatami has demanded the 
killers of Ftxubar, who was 
stabbed to death last week at 
his Tehran borne along with 
his wife, be brought to justice. 
Ir anian newspapers have 
reported sevei^ arrests in 
connection with those mur- 
ders. 


The Forubar IdlKi^ ’ 
dded witii the de^of 
Sharif, a writer for & 
dent publication lran«-; 
His death is still undecii 
gaticxi, but his faim^^a 
newspapers both baye'stid 
m^ h^ . died of a ^ 
attack. ■ <7 

In a letter sent to Kh^ 
after die Fonihars’ mu^i 
New York-based - -Hoai 
Rights Watch said it ; 
deeply cxxicenied' diat-i 
murdm of the Fbrahatsjn 
be part of a pattern of ' 
ment-condoned ^ 
directed against critics.% 
which goes back 
years." , 2. 


Lawyer files suit against Mubarak 

<, (I, . ' ..)• ■'."I nFi i a V (it A iil w 3 ->-tJ -f V i*.. ' 

seeking expulsion of Saudi prince 



CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian lawyer 
on Sunday filed a lawsuit against Pi^- 
ident Hosni Mubarak and two top min- 
isters demanding the immediate expul- 
sion of a brother of Saudi King Fahd 
for mistreating his domestic staff. 

Tareq AJ Awadi demanded in the 
petition presented to the Cairo admin- 
istrative court ‘'the immediate expul- 
sion of the prince [Emir Turki Ben 
Abdul Aziz], his wife — Princess Hind 
A1 Fas.si — and their non-Egyptian 
henchmen." court officials said. 

Two Egyptian staff of Emir Turki 
were injured 1 2 days ago. one of them 
seriously, after lowering themselves 
out of a 29th floor window on knotted 
sheets to escape his service. 

.Ahmad Abdul Satiar. a cook, broke 
his back and waiter Ahmad Noureddin 
.Ahmad suffered multiple injuries 
when, after lowering themselves down 
three floors, they dropped on to a bal- 
cony on the 24th storey. 

Trie two Egyptians told police that 
Enur Turki had not paid them once in 


the five months they had been in his 
service and accused his bodyguards of 
beating them up and turning his Cairo 
residence in the top five floors of the 
skyscraper hotel into a virtual prison. 

'They later told police that nine other 
servants were still locked up in the 
suite and had also not been paid for 
months and had been physically 
abused by the prince's bodyguards. 

Awadi .said such action was “unac- 
ceptable" and complained that "the 
reputation of millions of Egyptians 
have been sullied by this." 

"I am deeply disappointed by the 
Egyptian authorities for not having 
expelled the prince," the lawyer said. 
Prime Minister Kama! A1 Ganzouri 
and Interior Minister Habib Al Adli 
were also named in the lawsuit. 

Last week 30 deputies demanded an 
official explanation from the govern- 
ment on how the prince could act with- 
out impunity. 

Anofoer lawyer, Nabih A] Wahsb. 
also filed a legal complaint against 


Ganzouri over the incidenL 

Prince Turki meanwhile published a 
two-page defence of his character in 
the opposition Al Arab! and Al Sfaaab 
newspapers on Sunday, including pic- 
tures showing the nine servants shar- 
ing jokes and laughing. 

The servants are quoted as praising 
the “generosity” of the prince and his 
wife, who are said to give “gifts worth 
SSO" each month to tiieir employees. 

Last week Prince Turki pledged to 
free all nine servants within a week, as 
soon as he had found new staff. 

It is not the first time that Prince 
Turki has had a run-in with the Egypt- 
ian authorities. 

In November 1995. two of the emir's 
bodyguards — an American and a 
Frenchman — were deported from 
Egypt after they badly beat up two 
Egyptians. 

The emir only handed over the body- 
guards after a prolonged siege of the 
(2airo hotel where he was staying. 


Su(ian’s parliamel“'""' ^ 
speaker repofte3| ^ ^ 
(deci(Jes to resign ; ON 


KHARTOUM (AP) — The 
most influeraial person in 
Sudan's government, Patiiar 
rnentaty Speaker HassanTfonb- 
bl i^ipeared to have decided fo 
resign Saturday. 

Dq^ Speaker EUiscxi 
Magaia was quoted 1^ the o£5- 
cial Egyptian ne^s a^ncy 
MENA as saying that Turabi 
would resign in crier to devote 
his time to the National Gon- 
gress. which is efl^vely the 
ruling party. 

‘Turabi will continue head- 
ing the assembly until it 
approves next year's budget on 
Dk. 1 7," MENAquoted Mag- 
aia as saying after a meeting ^ 
leading I^islatois S^rrday. 

EarltCT in the day, the presi- 
dent's legal adviser, Abdul 
Basil Sabdarat, amxxjnoed tiiat 


his chief would not iaiava 
in the selectioi” ajff 
speakei; the 
agency SUNA repotted. ; 

Sabdarat did not 
Turabi was Ieaving, -lxi^ 
aiinouDoeaient set Ib&stagtj 
such a resignatioD. 

The gpvemmeitf oew^ 
Al Anbaa had reported ^ 
day that *Ibtabi wouM be in 

ingas^ieakec ’ • 

Al Aribaa said TuraH 
announce his resign 
before a new law (hat l^i^ 
“political assodations" 
effect on Jan. 1. Pditi^ ^ 
ties have been banned rincelN 
military seized pow in l91^’ 
Tui^ has not respoodpIV 
the reports, but earlier 
be expressed a deaie 
parliament 


FILMS 

'CoMi film “Die \V 
!« •TheWinierTnpi 
Sstades in English; 
Music Cofbcr 

"^dileflanibeur" ai 
St Cultural Centre. Ja 

p.ra. I 

iipja 

'^hlc You Were Sle 
: * Ihe Bookswo 
Kn Tues( 
p.m. r 


Tel. 4773 HI- 19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Batman 

15:30 David Copper Field 

' 16dM) Neighbours 

VfnSO DesChiffte&E\De»LcncTS 

17:00 ....Thalassa 

18:15 Drama -Wind at My Back 

' 19:00 Le Journal 

• 19:15 French Progranmic 

19:30 News headlines 

19:33 Parenthood 

20:00 .The Iniemet Cafe' 

20:30 Drama - Big Sk>' 

21l 30 - Encounter 

22d)0 New.s in English 

' 22l 30 -.Drama - The Fix 

23:30 Comedy - Keeping Up 
Appearance 

23:59 End of T.X. 


PRA\TR TIMES 

W»1 Fajr 

06:12 (Sunriset Duha 

11:24 - Ohuhr 

* 'Asr 

^ 6 - Maghreb 

Bll- - *l.sha 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


^ H CHURCHES 

k Ipry of Nazareth Chureh 
^Aeb.Tel. 5920740 
JPkjbUes of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Td. 
46;i:366 

Anglican Church Tel, 


462485.V4624S1 1. 

SL Afrem Svrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477 1 751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

Gernuut'Speakii^ Evai^ellca] 
Congr^tion TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tcl. 58 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus CJirist of Latter 
Day Saints Tcl. 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
Salle CoUege TcL 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swd- 
Gch Tel. .5920 146 
The Uniate CathoDc Church 
TcL 4624757 

The Ei^Iish-Laiqtuagc Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelica] Free Church Td. 
4S92679 

'The Baptist Chmch TeL 
462S052 

The Armenian Catholic Churdi 
4771.^31 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Churdi Tel. 477526 1 


WEATHER 

Bulletin .applied by the Depart- 
tnent of Metcorolo^' 
Temperaiures are expected to dip 
Rlichtiy. skies partly cloudy. 


winds westerly modern with a 
diance of scattered .showers in the 
northern regioas. InAqabo.it will 
be moderate, uinds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 


AmmaiL 

11/21 

D(^rt.s 

ifjp? 



Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 25 Aqaba 28 Humidi- 
ty readings; Ammon 33 per cenu 
Aqaba 56 percenL 

Following are the 
expected today in 

areas: 

temperatures 
the following 

Ajloiin 

09/18 

.IPKKh 

urn 

limQa\'x . 

in/20 

Madaba 

1IV?1 

Petra 

097>3 


Dead Sea 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim ..4885446 

Dr. .Arafat .Al .Ashfaab......5602507 

Dr. .A;ittanAIMuh(B5eb...487S74S 
Dr. JamalJbarah. S347J51 


AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy .5661912 

Al Salam Pharmacy ..4636730 

Mayadah niarmac}* .5537004 

RuimAIDaiia Pharmacy ..5536169 

XRBID: 

Dr. Issam Al Salih (02)246858 

Fou'ad Pharmacy ....i02)27S360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Abu Sa'ad-.(09)989000 
Palestine Pharmacy....(09)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centrc...._4637J 1 1 
Gsii Ddcnce Depuimeni _S66 1 11 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Ci\il Defence Emcigency. 199 

Rescu;Ifolire I9Z4621 1 1 1.4(B7777 

Rro Brigade .4617101 

Blood BanL ..4775121 

Highway Police. -...5343402 

Traffic PoUce .4896390 

Ifoblic Sccuiii)' DepL .4630321 

Hotel CompIaints.....,„...J605S00 

Price ComplainLs ..5661 176 

^^tel&SsK^]gBCompbire 4897167 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

- .4787111 

Tetephune Information fdirectoiy 

assistance) ............. ,..,,121 

Oveijicas Calls 0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

...» 46:3101 

Abdoli Tel. Repairs .5661 lOl 


Jordan Telcvisi 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan -...A7741I \ 

Water Authorfor 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...5815615 

Electric Power Co ..4636381 

RJ Flight [nfonT)ation....44-53200 
Queen Alia IniL Airport ._44-53200 


HOSPTIALS 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Kean and Spe- 

dalSuigeiy .. — ... .5921199 

Thetslatruc.Abdli ^..5666131/7 

Hassdn Medical Gntre S8568S6 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. 4644281A 

Aidich Maternity.^ «4642441^ 

Jabal Amman Miiicmity...._4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. .4636140 

Ifokstine. Shmeisani J60707I 

Shmeisani Hospiul .5607431 

Joidan Hositital .5607550 

UnivensiV Ho^itiJ 2?353444 

Al-Moasher Hospital ..3667227^ 
AkAhllAbdali 

Italian, Al-Muhajieen -477710IA 

Al-Bashir. 4775111/26 

Am^. Maika 489161 1/I5 

Queen Alia Hospital .5157100 

Amal Hospital .5607155 

Al Amal Cancer Centre ....5353000 

2ARQA: 

Zarqa Gml Hospiial (09)983323 

Zarqa Natural Hos|nial ..(09)900560 
Ihn Sina Hospital (09)986731 


Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
.(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02'i27227S 
Ibn Al Nufees Hospital 
-.(02)7101372. f02»7l03I0! 

Rosary Sistem HnspitoJ 

(0217102831. (0217102011- 

Speciality Hi-ispiial..f02)7in3]00 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya HosfMtal (aV2Ui4i 1 1 


FOR TOE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infornujiuin is suf^ied by 
Royal Jordanian (Rj) ir^malutu 
department at the Queen AUa 
haemational Airport Tel. 
(44)SJ2(X)-5. H-herv it should 
alwns be verified. Irformatirm on 
other JUffhts can he supfdied on 
pitonc 44 (S27(X)), Information on 
Royal W/iffi JlreAu can .KuppUed 
nn phone 4S75201-S 


arrivals 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FUghis 

07:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

08J0 Damascus (RJ) 


08^5 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 ....Dubai Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09-J0 J9ew Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 London (RJ) 

1645 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18d)5 Kuwsut(RJ) 

18:35 .....Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 
20:30 ...Bangkok. Shariqttit (RI) 

00:15 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

03:00 ..Jakarta Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Fillets 

08:20 Alexandria (BA) 

09-JO Caiio (MS) 

10K)0 Khartoum (SD) 

13^0 Bahrain (GF) 

Mt4S — J3oha(QR) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:25 Dubai Abu Dhabi (EK) 

17:50 ....Istanbul (SD) 

J8:40 Beirut (ME) 

19:15 Frankfurt (LH) 

.Tcl Aviv (LY) 

01^25 -...AmsffinJani(KL) 

01:25 — Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

09:30 .Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW; 

10:10 Aqaba (arriving at Marica 
Ainwri) (RW) 

16KH) Aqaba (arriving at Marica 
Airport) (RW) 

10:50 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) tRWl 

00:15 Tel Aviv farrivinc at OAIA) 
(RW) 


DEPARTURES 7 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

06J0 .....Bdratflg' 

08J0 .....Frankfurt,London ®v 
UK)0 Amsterdam, Chicago 

12.-05 .JKiwaiitl^ 

12:30 ™->.Cabo(W) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha 

2(fc4S AbuDhaHlB? 

21:15 _...„_Xuscat Dubai 

22KI0 .Tbl Aviv (add) (?|.- 

22i00 ...Tehranfl® 

22>*S Q'naa (^ 

• • '.i 


Other Plights 

06rf)0 

07:25 

O9.-0S 

lO-JO 

JIrfiS 

14:10 

15J0 

15*35 

16:30 

18:50 

2Dti« 

23:10..;. ^ 

02:25 

02-45 


T<ftm bul fl^ 


(jariOPiB^ 

£airo (^^■ 

■ TcfgA ul ISffl. 

,. ......Bahrain' 

, ■■■. Viatna (Ofl 
-D oha (Qlfi 
D ubai 

^Kbanoutn(SDS 


_Athensi<^' 


Royal V^1ng9(R^ 
07:00 Aqabal^l 
(R^T 

08:30 Aqate(fiaa!) 
(RW) 

20- 30 .J^Cfrpo 

21- 00 -Tel Aviv(frMr 


RK 




fibme News 



PRESENTS STANDARDS; His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hageaiij the R^ent, hands a standard 
loja.moiber the Badia Unit Brigades during a ceremony in which he discussed several domestic issues with 
Iribid feaders. Attenduig the event were HRH Prince Ghazi« His Majesty King Hussein's advisor for tribal affairs. 
Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneb, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mira'i 
Kaabneh, and other senior military and civil officials (Photo by Boghos) 


Princess Rahma, Prince Edward attend 
iritish Council 50th anniversary ceremony 


AMMAN {S.r.) — Her 
Royd Highness Princess 
Rahma and Prince Edward 
anended a cere- 
mony Sunday held by the 
BrtDsh Council marking 
is SQdi anniversary in Jor- 
dot' 

At the ceremony. Prince 
Ed^d opened an exhibl- 
don of origiiwl works by 
]7iaaious British painters 
«ho visited the Holy Land 
dining the 19th century, as 
«tH as a small collection 
of origioal photographs of 


the Holy Land from the 
previous century. 

Prince Edward also inau- 
gurated an extension to the 
council's new Language 
Institute, which serves 
5,500 Jordanians annually. 

Princess Rahma, who 
stood ui for Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, and 
Princess Sarvaib, toured 
the council's depaitmenu 
along with Prince Edward 
and examined the services 
they offer to the public. 


Also Sunday, Prince 
Edward and Princess 
Rahma visited Salt, where 
they' inspected the Holy 
Land Institute for the 
Deaf, a local Anglican 
church and the city’s old 
English hospital. 

TTiey were welcomed by 
Salem Juneidi. deputy 
governor of Balqa, the 
mayor of Salt, Bishop 
Rabah Abul Asal of the 
Arab-AngUcan Communi- 
ty and other dignitaries. 

In a briefing, the bishop 


outlined the institute’s ser- 
vices to local communities 
and the special education 
and vocational training 
courses it offers to handi- 
capped children. 

The Prince and Princess 
toured ±e different sec- 
tions of the institute, 
which was established in 
1964. 

The institute currently 
offers vocational training 
services to ISO Jordanian 
students. 



Opposition announces 
pians to sue government 
for banning pro-Iraq rally 


wmi 




raw 
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By Ihreq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — A coalition of 
opposition parties Sunday 
said it plans to sue the gov- 
ernment for banning them 
from holding a rally in sup- 
port of 

Coalition spokesperson 
Salem Nahhas also vowed 
that the 13-paity bloc 
would forge ahead with 
plans to bold the rally but 
would not seek government 
permission beforehand. 

“We will file a case at the 
Higher Court of Justice 
because the government 
banned our planned open- 
air rally," Nahhas. also sec- 
retary general of the leftist 
Hashd party, told a press 
conference. 

Government officials 
were not immediately 
available for comment. 

Nahhas said the coalition 
postponed Friday's march 
from AJ Husseini Mosque 
in downtown Amman to the 
nearby Hashemiah Squ^ 
to express solidarity with 
Iraq in its latest crisis with 


the U.N. over arms inspec- 
tions after the Interior Min- 
istry denied them permis- 
sion. 

“We will choose a place 
and we will head to it with- 
out telling ±em [the gov- 
ernment] in order not to 
give them a pretext to pre- 
vent us,'* he said. 

But he refused to set a 
dare or mention the site of 
the pressed rally. 

Interior Minister Nayef 
Qadi met with political 
activists at the height of the 
recent U.N.-Iraq crisis and 
told them the government 
would not allow any rallies. 

But he repone^y told 
them that the ministry 
would consider requests to 
hold rallies if they were 
held in closed balls and not 
on the streets. 

However, the government 
allowed a few dozen 
women to stage two sit-ins 
in front of the Iraqi ai^ 
American embassies in 
support of Iraq. 

Washington backed down 
on its decision to launch 


military strikes against Iraq 
two weeks ago after Bagh- 
dad agreed to resume coop- 
eration with U.N. arms 
inspectors. 

Popular sympathy for 
ordinary Iraqis remains 
high in Jordan, but the gov- 
ernment, Like most coun- 
tries, wants Iraq to imple- 
ment all U.N. resolutions if 
it wants the sanctions lift- 
ed. 

The government, worried 
that mHitary strikes against 
Iraq would trigger domes- 
tic protests, had made it 
clear it would not rolerare 
threats to internal stability. 

Security forces aborted 
plans to bold a rally in 
downtown Amman after 
Friday prayers and briefly 
detained several activists. 
In February, one person 
died in pro-Iraq demonstra- 
tions in southern Jordan. 

The coalition also 
planned to send a delega- 
tion to Baghdad next week 
to express their solidariQr 
with the Iraqi people. 


Jordan limes, Monday, November 30, 1998 



‘Decision on sending IPC case to 
prosecutor expected next week’ 

Government committees’ investigations into deal incomplete — Mulki 


By Caroline Far^ 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment will decide by next 
week whether or not to send 
the J^i Petroleum Compa- 
ny pipelines file to the pros- 
ecutor general pending the 
outcome of investigations 
into their partial sale. Minis- 
ter of Water and Energy 
Hani Muiki said Sunday. 

“We are expecting a final 
report by the two govem- 
ment-appointed committees 
on the IPC case early next 
week.” MuUd told the Jor- 
dan limes. 

He smd the government 
had appointed an adminis- 
trative committee which is 
now preparing its report, 
while a techni^ committee 
is expected to conclude its 
worit on l\tesday. 

However, the Arabic daily 
A1 Arab A1 Yawm quoted 
Minister of Justice Jawdat 
Sboul on Sunday as saying 
that the government had 
decided to send the IPC file 
to the prosecutor general. 


Sboul, who was unavail- 
able for ftirther comment, 
was quoted by the duly as 
saying, “The government 
decided to submit the IPC 
file to the ixx)5ecuior gener- 
al to conduct a legal investi- 
gation." 

But Mulki, who has been 
authorised by the govern- 
ment to follow up on the 
IPC pipelines case, insisted 
that the committees have not 
finished their work. 

“The heads of the two 
assessment committees will 
meet with representatives of 
the Audit Bureau at the end 
of this week in order to 
come up with a combined 
report, which will be dis- 
cussed during the Cabinet 
meeting next week,” accord- 
ing to MulkL 

“I expect to submit the 
final report about the IPC 
pipelines case to the govern- 
ment during Tuesday's ordi- 
nary Cabinet meeting." said 
Mulki. “After that, the gov- 
ernment will decide whether 
there is a case that needs to 


be sent to the prosecutor 
general or not." 

The government and the 
House Enei^ and Agricul- 
rure Committee, agreed last 
Tuesday to wait for the 
completion of the investiga- 
tion into the Iraqi Petroleum 
Company pipelines case 
after halting a JD250.000 
deal for the sale of part of 
the pipelines. 

The government decided 
on Nov. 21 to ball all proce- 
dures related to the sale 
pending the completion of 
investigations into the legal- 
ity of £e bid and studies of 
possible uses of the 
pipelines. 

The government also 
stopped ±e removal of any 
parts of the pipelines and 
decided to store all pipelines 
already removed at the 
Aqaba Region Authority 
pending ±e completion of 
the investigation. 

Mulki sent a legal memo- 
randum on Nov. 22 to 
Akram Amin Abu Amr, who 
won the bid on July 20, 


1998, telling him to stop 
work immediately as he was 
violating the deal by taking 
pans of another pipeline 
that were not included in the 
official bid. 

But Abu Amr himself 
claimed in a letter sent to the 
head of the Water Authority, 
dared Aug. 10, that sever^ 
pipeline components listed 
in the official bid were not 
found due to the fact that no 
maps were available. 

The pipeline, linking 
Iraq's northern city of 
Kiiimk with the Mediter- 
ranean city of Haifa via Jor- 
dan. was totally shut down 
;after the 1 WS war that led to 
Israel’s creation. 

It w'os initially built by a 
British company in the early 
1930s for the Iraqi Peoole- 
um Company. 

In a minor Jordanian-lraqi 
border demarcation in the 
early l9S0s. Amman was 
eventually given additional 
parts of the pipeline which 
passed through the new 
areas. 


Regional conference focuses on air 
transport safety, personnel training 


By Mohammad Ben Bbissein 

AMMAN — A five-day 
regional conference started 
here yesterday widi partici- 
pants focusing on air ttans- 
port safety in the region as 
well as need for proper 
training of dvil aviation p^- 
sormel 

‘To ensure success, you 
need to cemsider the capabil- 
ity of both human resources 
and institutions dealing with 
a demanding air transport 
industry. More tiian ever, 
training must respond to real 
needs, and more than ever, 
your institutions must focus 
on efficiency and ecotwmy," 
HRH Prince Faisal told par- 


ticipants in his address to the 
Fif& Meeting of the Middle 
East Navigation Planning 
and Implementation Region- 
al Group. 

Ahm^ Zalhouri, diiector 
of the International Civil Avi- 
ation Organisation. Middle 
East Regional Office, later 
added tlM cultural diversity 
among countries' experi- 
ences in the same field differ 
and hence each and every 
culture has to be recognised 
and accommodated through 
open dialogue and consulta- 
tion. 

“My point here is simple: 
traixung for planners and 
operations personnel must 
take inK> account national 


cultures. It would be a griev- 
ous mistake to think rhst sim- 
ply importing a programme 
that worked in one cultural 
environment to another will 
bring die same benefiL” 

Accim^g to Obtain Jass- 
er Ziyyad, director general of 
the Jordanian Civil Aviation 
Authority, recognising 
source of funding for train- 
ing is imperative. 

Tt is mqxntant to identify 
(he ^ding sources and 
resources to train people who 
will operate the new sophisti- 
cated [air navigation] equip- 
ment." 

Prince Faisal stressed the 
importance of globalisation 
in ftirther developing safety 


in the civil aviation industry. 

‘The establishment of 
future global air operations 
will greatly benefit both air- 
space users and service 
providers as new technology 
systems promise to provide 
better and more efficient ser- 
vices. Ultimately, it must be 
people who will benefit most 
fiom safer and more efficient 
air tran^rtation," he said. 

Participants at the confer- 
ence elected Raja'i Rifa'i of 
the Civil Aviation Authority 
as the chairman of the Mid- 
dle East Regional Group for 
the next term. 

Delegates from 16 Arab 
and foreign countries are par- 
ticipating in the conference. 


Agreement on 
funding for Petra siq 
restoration project 


AMMAN CJ.T.) — An 
agreement was signed Sun- 
day between the Petra 
National Trust, the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities and the 
Swiss Develo^ent Co(^- 
ation Agency under wffich 
the agency will fund the next 
j^ase of die ongoing I^vlT 
^tra riq restoration project 

The s^reement was signed 
by HRH lYince Ra’d, PNT 
president Swiss Ambas- 
sador to Jmdan GJ^. Pedotti, 
and Fawzi Zayadine, assis- 
tant to die director general of 
die Department of Antiqui- 
ties, a PNT statement said. 

Tliis ph^ of the PNT siq 
project aims at making the 
entrance to the ancient city 
of Petra safer from flash 
floods by consuucong three 
dam baniers on inlets that 
constitute major contributors 
of water into the siq. The 


PNT also plans to restore 
Nabataean conqonents of 
the siq's hydraulic system as 
prototypes for future restora- 
tion activities in the area, the 
statement said. 

The PNT embarited on tbe 
project in 1996 with a study, 
financed under ^r^meocs 
between the Jord^an and 
Swiss goveramencs, of the 
Nabata^ hydraulic sys- 
tems and means of excavat- 
ing and consolidating the siq. 
Pi^ious phases of the pro- 
ject include restoration of the 
siq to the original Nabataean 
level and the construction of 

a rfam. 

The PNT has been work- 
ing for nearly a decade to 
preserve the amiquities, cul- 
tural heritage and environ- 
ment of Ifetra, a UNESCO- 
registered Worid Heritage 
Site. 




RJ refuses to allow ill woman to fly on New York-Amman route 
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By Munther Murjan 

AMMAN — Royal Jor- 
danian on Saturday smd 
it refused to allow an ail- 
ing Jordanian w'oman to 
fly from New' York to 
Amman on Nov. -0 
because of her medical 

situation. 

Ibrahim Abu Issa. a Jor- 
danian living in Califor- 
nia, sent an e-mail to the 
Jordan Times last week 
complaining that RJ 
refused to fly h'S sick 
mother. 

Trans World Airlines 

(TWA) had agreed to 
allow her to use their air- 
line to travel from Los 
Angeles to New York. 

RJ and TWA have a 

code sharing agraeinent. 

“My mother is still m 
the U.S., and I am still 

looking for other avenues 


to transport her back to 
Jordan,” he said yester- 
day. 

Abu Issa said his moth- 
er, who fell ill with a 
blood clot in her right 
lung during her stay in 
the U.S., bad a fractured 
hip and was recovering 
from breast cancer. “She 
needed special core dur- 
ing her travel to Jordan... 
a wheel chair and oxy- 
gen,” he explained. 

“I sent a fax to tbe RJ 
office in New York and it 
was passed to tbe med- 
ical director of RJ, who 
refused to allow my 
mother to travel aboard 
the plane... [be] did not 
give any reason why she 
was denied travel.” 

An airline official told 
the Jordan Times that the 
decision not to allow the 
woman to fly on tbe New 


York-Amman route was 
taken in line with regula- 
tions set by the 
International Air Trans- 
port Association (TATA) 
after the RJ doctor 
claimed she was in no 
condition to travel. 

“We do not mm passen- 
gers away, as our New 
York-Amman flight is 
usually half empty and 
we are always looking 
for passengers,” said 
Omar Hammad from RJ*s 
regulations department. 

“When the airline’s 
doctor deems that a pas- 
senger is not fit for travel 
by air, we prevent that 
person from boarding our 
aircraft to ensure tbe 
safety of all,” he told the 
Jord^ Times. 

The more than 12-bour 
long New York-Amman 
flight and varying 


degrees of pressure, oxy- 
gen and humidity when 
flying at high ^citudes 
could worsen the situa- 
tion of any patient with a 
serious health problem, 
according to Issam 
Salameh, RJ assistant 
vice president for med- 
ical services. 

“Abu Issa’s mother was 
suffering from a blood 
clot... Therefore, the doc- 
tor's decision to prevent 
her from flying was cor- 
rect, because If she had 
flown and her condition 
worsened, the airline 
would have had to re- 
route or lose her in the 
air," he said. 

"And in both cases, we 
would run tbe risk of 
being sued by other pas- 
sengers for delays 
incurred or by the family 
of the patient for failing 


to provide adequate med- 
ic^ airborne services to 
her,” Salameh added. 

Salemeh said it was not 
feasible to provide each 
plane with a complete 
medical staff and equip- 
ment. 

Both RJ officials said 
there were several solu- 
tions for passengers 
whose health condition is 
critical. 

Either they can book a 
stretcher on the plane, 
whereby the patient uses 
nine seats in a row and 
actually pays for three, 
charter an air ambulance 
or install a makeshift 
medical room on board 
the plane provided the 
passenger or his family 
signs a written agreement 
not CO force the airline to 
re-route in case of a mid- 
flight emergency. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess Basma opens YWCA branch 

FUHEIS (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Basma 
on Sunday opened a branch of tbe Young Women's Chris- 
tian Association in the town of Fuheis and paid tribute to 
Jordanian women's social and economic endeavours. 
Princess Basma. bonorary president of tbe YWCA, noted 
that tile opening of tiie branch was one of the events mark- 
ing Majesty King Hussein's 63rd birthday. She praised 
Joitianian women's groups in general and the YWCA in 
particular for promoting the role of women in society, 
adding that the YWCA has set good examples for others in 
socieml development fields. Tbe Princess, who was pre- 
sented with the Fuheis town trophy, opened a charity 
bazaar and inspected items on display, including needle- 
work and embroideries, Arabic rugs and artificial flowers. 

Tarawneh congratulates Majali 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh Sun- 
day congrs^ated Deputy Abdul Had! Majali on his elec- 
tion as Lower House spe^r. In a message. Taraw'neh said 
be was confident that Majali's qualifications and experi- 
ence would enable him to facilitate cooperation between 
the executive and legislative authorities in serving the 
country under the guidance of the Hashemite leadership. 

^Jordan-Egypt power link next month’ 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and Egypt will formally bau- 
gurate the linkage of their electric power neiw'orks on Dec. 
10 during a meeting of the Joint Jordanian-Egyptian High- 
er Committee in Amman, a National Electric Power Com- 
pany official said Sunday. Mohammad Azzam Khamis. 
head of the NEPCO Planning Department, said the link- 
age, which entails laying a 400-kilovolt underwater cable 
connecting Aqaba and Sinai, has so far cost S228.3 mil- 
lion. Jord^ has paid $80.3 million for the part of the pro- 
ject on its territoiy. Khaims said the linkage is part of an 
overall project that will eventually connect the two coun- 
tries’ grids with those of Syria, Iraq. Lebanon. Turkey and 
later. Eufc^. Meanwhile, an Egy^an industrial delega- 
tion Sunday opened talks at the Ministry of industry and 
Trade on bilateral cooperation In industrial fields. The 
head of tbe delegation. Mohairunad Sibai, said talks cov- 
ered {iKospects fOT cooperation in the shoe manufacturino 
industry, textiles, ready-made gannents and services 
fields. 

Jordan-Algeria tourism s^reement s%ned 

AMMAN ^tra) — Minister of Tourism and Antiquities 
Akel Biltaji on Sunday signed a cooperation agreement 
with his Algerian counieipan Abdul trader Qarinah to 
activate tourism between the two countries. A joint com- 
mittee will be set up to implement the agreement, which 
stipulates that both sides should e.xchange experience 
information and training courses in the fields of tourism! 
hotels, antiquities, renovations, traditional crafts and e^ 
bitions. Jordan and Algeria will also encourage and facili^ 
tate investment in tourism projects. A Joidaniii exhibition 
will be opened in Algeria in May 1999, while a simii 
Algerian event will be held in Amman next NovpmKT^ 
according to Biltaji. 
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India’s Congress 
hammers BJP in 

state polls 


NEW DELHI ( R J — India's 
Congress part>’ swept to 
electoral victorj in three 
key states Sunday, rising 
the prospect of a power 
struggle with the Hindu 
nationali.st-led central gov- 
ernment. 

Congress leader Sonia 
Gandhi said she was in no 
hurry to oust the coalition 
government of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJPi. which lost control of 
two bastion states and 
failed to wrest control of 
another. 

>\1ih most of the ballots 
from last Wednesday's polls 
in four state.s counted. 
Congre.ss had won three- 
quarters of the assembly 
seats in Delhi and the west- 
ern state of Rajasthan and 
clinched a majority in the 
central state of Madhya 
Pradesh. 

Although the elections in 
four states have no direct 
bearing on the central gov- 
emmeoL speculation 
mounted that some of the 
eight-month-old coalition's 
partners could lose confi- 
dence in the BJP and jump 
ship. 

The BJP's parliamentary 
leaders began a conclave at 
3:30 p.m. T 1000 GMT) and 
were due to meet their allies 
later. 

The Congress Working 
Committee planned to plot 


its ne.xt moves later in the 
day. but Gandhi made it 
clear that her party would 
tread carefully. 

My personal feeling is 
that we ought not to rush 
into certain situations, we 
have to consider the situa- 
tion properly," she told 
New Delhi Television. "We 
don't need to boast about 
this. I think we have to get 
down to work now.*' 

Jairam Ramesh. secreta^ 
of the Congress economic 
group, said the polls had 
brought a "very strong anti- 
BJP vole" because of the 
soaring prices of essential 
commodities. 

Anger over prices of sta- 
ples like onions and pota- 
toes overshadowed last 
May's nuclear tests, earlier 
thought to be a powerful 
political card for the BJP. 

Ramesh told a World 
Economic Forum luncheon 
meeting that Congress was 
in no position to form an 
alternative government 
from the fragmented ranks 
of the lower house of parlia- 
ment. 

“We don't believe 
Congress party is now in a 
position to bring down the 
government. Our political 
reading is that we should 
come to power in a clean 
manner." Ramesh said. 

Congress won 51 of the 
69 seats in the 70-member 


Delhi assembly for which 
voting took place, with the 
BJP at 15. In Rajasthan, it 
won 150 of the 195 seats 
and the BJP took just 33. 

In Madhya Pradesh. 
Congress took 163 of 320 
seats at stake. 

In Mizoram, the fourth 
slate where elections were 
held last Wednesday, ±e 
Congress lost to two 
regional parties. But the 
state I is not considered cru- 
cial in national politics. 

Parliament's winter ses- 
sion opens Monday and the 
Congress is getting strong 
signals from the 
Communists, who also bit- 
terly oppose the Hindu 
nationalist BJP. for a coor- 
dinated move to turn the 
heat up on the fragile coali- 
tion. 

Home (interior) Minister 
LaJ Krishna Advani cold 
reporters in the southern 
city of Madras that voters 
had voted against the state 
governments, not the cen- 
ue. 

‘The verdict is certainly a 
matter which needs intro- 
spection and corrective 
action," he said. "The BJP 
government at the centre 
has performed well but 
because of various factors, 
the exorbitant rise in prices 
of essential commodities, it 
has affected the mood of the 
people.” 



NEWS IN Oi 


Feeding Third World cities 
alarms United Nations 


Garlanded Sonia Gandhi, president of lndia*s main opposition Congpeess par^, 
stands with supporters at her residence in New DelhL The Congress pa^, eyeing a 
political comeback, swept to power in two key states and held on to its runs in anoth- 
er in tbe assembly elections held last week in four states (Reuters photo) 


Zemin wraps up Japan visit 
overshadowed by war history 


ROME (AFP) — The inex- 
orable spread of cities in 
the developing world is 
causing severe problems of 
keeping the population fed. 
the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FA(3) says in 
its latest annual report. 

For example. Dhaka, cap- 
ital of Bangladesh, has 
1.300 new mouths to fill 
every day. the United 
Nations body says, adding 
that tho.se who flood to the 
cities in search for a better 
life do not often frnd it. 

By 2005 the world's 
urban population will have 
e.xceeded those living in 
rural areas, and in the next 
20 years 93 per cent of that 
population's growth will be 
in the Third World. 

In 2000. the world will 
have 20 cities of 10 million 
people or more. Six are on 
the American continent 
(New York, Los Angeles. 
Mexico City, Rio" de 
Janeiro. Sao Paulo and 
Buenos Aires), two in 
Africa (Lagos and Cairo), 
and 12 in Asia (Tokyo. 
Osaka. Seoul. Beijing, 
Tianjin, Shanghai. MonilL 
Dhaka. Calcutta. New 
Delhi. Karachi and 
Bombay). 

By 2015 there will be 
half-a-dozen more 

( Hangzhou. Jakarta, 

Hyderabad. Lahore. Tehran 
and Lstanbul). Apart from 
the la.si. which is half in 
Europe, ail are in Asia. 

Such a megalopolis 


requires 6,000 tonnes of 
food a day. the FAO said, 
involving coordination 
between producers, trans- 
porters. wholesalers and 
distributors, including retail 
shops, street sellers and 
markets. 

But it warned that while 
the cities were expanding 
the infrastructure was not 
keeping up. With the urban 
area of developing coun- 
tries doubling in 10 to 15 
years, the result would be 
anarchic and illegal con- 
struction. shanty towns, 
overcrowding, corruption, 
sickness from poor sanitary 
conditions and inflation due 
to the increase in middle- 
men. 

According to World Bank 
estimates, the number of 
Impoverished city dwellers 
will mushroom from 400 
million in 1990 to one bil- 
lion in 2000. 

Such poor households can 
spend between 60 per cent 
and 80 per cent of their 
income just on feeding 
themselves. This is 30 per 
cent more than rural fami- 
lie.s. and their diet is inferi- 
or. the FAO said. 

Attracted by the hope of a 
better life in one or two 
generations, as well as 
enjoying benefits like run- 
ning water, sanitation and 
health ser\'ices. country 
dwellers who move to the 
city can equally well find 
themselves far from mar- 
kets. without transport and 


eadng contaminated food in 
overcrowded conditions. 

>^ile private enterprise 
and individuals sell and dis- 
tribute food, municipal 
authorities tend to provide 
the roads, warehouses and 
market facilities. 

But much of this infra- 
strucnire is badly sited, 
costly and unfit for its pur- 
pose. the FAO said. 

In Africa, for instance, 
wholesale markets are often 
stuck on the edge of towns 
and lack the basic equip- 
ment needed. The result is 
goods stolen or lost, 
unhealthy conditions, and 
no refrigeration. 

Grain is often piled up in 
the open air and losses 
reach unacceptable levels. 

In Asia or Latin America 
on the other hand city cen- 
tre markets pollute the 
environment with their 
waste, and surrounding 
roads are blocked by deliv- 
ery trucks. 

Almost everywhere 
wholesalers form cosy car- 
lel.s which enable them to 
charge exorbitant prices, 
the FAO report said. 

It stressed the important 
role played by small mar- 
kets and street vendors, 
which create employment 
and provide a service to the 
poorest inhabitants. In 
Caracas, for instance, pro- 
duce bought on the street 
represents 20 to 25 per cent 
of household expenditure 
on food. 


SAPPORO. Japan (AFP) — 
Chinese Piesidm Jiang Zeram 
Sunday wrapped up.a landmark 
visit to Japan which ws 
marred by hi& &Uiue to. get a 
written ^logy for Tokyo's 
wartime atrocities. 

Hie Chinese learkr spent his 
last full day in Japan visiting a 
monument to great Chinese 
writer Lu Xun in the city of 
Sendai and meeting with agri- 
culture e^qiens in this snow- 
covered cajntal of nonhem 
Hokkiado Island. 

But tus focus on farming and 
culture to round off his land- 
mark six-day visit was heavily 
overshadowed by the brut^ 
193745 Japanese aggresaon in 
China. 

Jiang had been puslwg bard 
for a full, written apology from 
Js^ian lo mark his trip — the 
fiik by a Chinese president 
since the tvsx) Asian powers 
reestablished diplomau'c lies in 
1 972 — but he received only a 
\eibo) apolog}' for Japan's 
aggression at Ids sumndt 
Thursday with F¥ime Mirdster 
Keizo Obuchi. 

A written joint declaration 
is.sued after the .summit rkh- 
tioned Japan's "deep remorse" 
but failed toaftera full apology. 

In response. Jiang ie/u.sed to 
let (he dark hi.stofy ga bringing 
up the subjea ai every public 
event on his schedule. 

Japan should “guide (he 
nation and soung genetaiioas 
with coneci views of history 
and never oUow' a repeat of the 
ideology or force of mili- 
tarism." he told .students at 
Tokyo'.s Waseda Univen^ty 


Saturday. 

At a weekend news confer- 
ence, be aixused , “c^naip 
pie in high posihrw'’' m Jaq^ 
ofd^t^g td5iorj;^aQ^ 

gloss over ibe'couhtiy's p^ 
aggression. 

China says 20 million people 
died as a result of the I9374S 
occupation. Tbe 1937 Nanjing 
massacre alone killed 140.000 
people, acconling to Allied tri- 
als Japanese war ciimiools. 

Japan's extreme rightists, 
who deny the Nanjing mas- 
sacre toc^ pla^ held vocal 
protests through the dip. 
although ncxic got past heavy 
security which was forced ty 
lOJXlO extra Japanese police 
fOT the visit 

fronicalJy. it was left-wing 
demonstrators w'ho faced off 
with the Chinese leader, imer- 
rujxing his uraversity speech 
widi anh-QucIear protests 
before being dragged off by 
security guards. 

Jiang's other main objective 
during the visit bad b^ to 
secure a strong stolemeni on 
Taiwan, laying out Japan’s sup- 
p(« for China's policy of no 
Taiwan independence, no two 
Oiinas fOuna and Taiwan) and 
no Taiwan joining iniemadonol 
oiganisadons as a sovereign 
state. 

Instead, Beijing merely got a 
restatement of Jt^an's promise 
not to recognise Taiwan as a 
separate state. China regards 
(be island as a reo^ade 
province. 

’The Chinese president's 
visit focused only on tbe past 
and the Thiwan issue and failed 


to expand discu55iOQ on tbe 
Asian crias and iniieniaiioaal 
jte Nlljon 
S^imbuh sail’d 

.'^apan ^ Cjhuia ^ aim 
for hew m(aidbhs''m'^lbe 2lst 
century, leaving various touchy 
issues untouched." the daily 
added. 

Jiang left the Japanese capital 
late Saturday and travelled 
noth by train to Sendai to trace 
Chinese writer Lu Xun's voy- 
age of nearly a century ago, 

Lu (1881-1936), one of 
China's most influential 
autbns and social reformers, 
came to Japan in 1902 to study 
medicine at the Sendai Medici 
School. 

Jiartg also visited Tc4x^ 
universi^ and piesemed offi- 
cials with a pcem he wrote the 
night beftxe about Sendai 
before boarding his Air China 
Boeing 747 for Sapporo. 

BoiseiDUS scInmI children 
waving Chinese and Japanese 
flags welcomed him to this 
sleepy ci^ and Jiang brolre 
from his sdieduled agenda to 
walk over to the youngsters and 
greet them in Japanese. 

He then toured farms in the 
repon and met agriculture 
experts involved in plans to set 
up an agricultural science 
research centre in China which 
is aimed at boosong grain yield 
with fewer damaging chemi- 
cals and pesticides. 

The Chinese preiudent. 
accoo^anied by his wife Wang 
Yeping. returns home Monday 
afta a farewell banquet later 
Sunday hosted by Sapporo offi- 
cials. 


Researchers identify 142 miliion-year-old flowering plant fossil 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Researchers believe they have 
discovered fassil evidence of 
the world's oldest flower, at 
142 million years: a spindly 
twig with peapod-shaped fruit 
and a woody stem that looks 
nc^tng like a rose, an apple 
blo&som Of a daisy. 

The fossil Ls from an eariy 
evolutionary stage when 
planus were just developing 
the flowering ^stem that later 
evolved into ftuiu grain, bril- 
liantly coloured and fragrant 
flowers and food for many 
animals, said David Dilcber. a 
University of Florida biolog>' 
professor. 

"It wxaild have been a veiy* 
different world if early flow- 
ering plants like this one had 
not been .successful." said 
Dllcher. co-author of a studv 


in a recent edition of the jour- 
nal Science. 

‘There wrcxild hav'e been no 
apples, no Wheaties in die 
morning, no com on the cob. 
no potatoes, no rice or other 
grains." 

All of the common plant 
food sources came into exi.s- 
tence after planus evolved the 
ability to moke flowers that 
attracted insects and other 
pollinators and then grew into 
ftuiu 

The flowering plant fossil 
was found in a rock formation 
of limestone and volcanic ash 
layei^ in Giina. near the town 
of Beipiao. about 250 miles 
northeast of Beijing. The rock 
beds were once on the bottom 
of a lake that periodically was 
showered with volcanic ash. 
Diicher said. 


Plants and animals that sank 
to the lake bottom became 
covered with sediment and 
aimed into fossOs. 

villagers digging in the fos- 
sfl beds have unearthed 
dinosaiiis. insects, birds and 
plants frem millions of years 
ago. but this is the first time a 
flowering plant has been 
uncovered 

The duscoveiy has been 
age-dated at 1 42 million years 
by Chinese scientists. Diicher 
said. The oldest pre\iously 
known flowering plant was 
about 130 million years old. 
Chinese researchers, includ- 
ing the researcher who found 
the fossil asked Diicher to 
analyse it 

The ancient plant lacks the 
petals and sht^ that most 
people associate with flowers. 


“It doesn't have any beauti- 
ful or showy flowers, but it is 
a flowering plani because it 
has fruit dut encla<« seeds.” 
said Diicher. 

Botonisus hailed the dlscov- 
^ a.s an important advance 
in understanding how plants 
evolved. 

*To the world of botany, it's 
a discovery of the .same scale 
as understanding the delaiLs of 
why the dinosaurs became 
extlncu" said William L. 
Crepeu a Cornell University 
professor. 

The plant specimen is about 
7.6 centimetres long, with two 
pans that appear lo be joined 
branches. .Mong the br^ches 
are what appear to be paired 
leaves. But Diicher said the 
whole thing, branches and 
leaves, is actually a flower. 


Thar is because some of die 
leaves arc closed, like 
F^apods, and contain seeds. 
The pupods ore considered 
the fruit of the flower, he said. 

Indeed, the plant "may have 
been the fust evolutionary 
experimenr in enclosing seeds 
aroJ trying to attract polhna- 
lors.” Diicher said. 

Plants first develc^jed seeds 
some 350 million years ago. 

Developing floweis and 
attracting inseci pollinators 
was the next great leap in 
plum evolution, and eventual- 
ly in animal evolution, be 
said. 

Plants, in effecu evolved 
to enlist the cooperation 
of anlmaJs to reproduce. They 
developed ways to attract pol- 
linators, such as bees. They 
developed ways to have seeds 


transported by making fruit, 
such as apples, that were 
eaten by animals who then 
dropped fbe seeds elsewhere. 

‘'Howering plants were the 
first adveitisecs in the world," 
said Diicher. ‘They managed 
K> gain tbe cooperation of ani- 
mals learning to say ‘H^, 
1 sroell good I've got a 
reward for you. Come and 
visit me'.'* Plants reached the 
stage of having bright blos- 
soms, .sweet ^grance and 
flowing nectar about 55 mil- 
lion years ago. some 90 mil- 
lion years after the Chinese 
flower fossil. 

'These changes all come in 
pn^ressive steps." said 
Diicher. “They helped flower- 
ing plants become the most 
succksftil of all of the 
plants.” , — — 


Congo rebel politf^g 
refutes peace:^]^ 


KABALO. DR Congo (AFP) — 

DRCs rebels, Ernest Wamba 
peace agreemeot leacbed in P&ris amo^^pf 
the conflicL Wamba told AFP that 
validity of the verbal agreement 
Kabila and ftneign nations cau^ 
rectiott in tbe DRC.The president 
the Congolese Rally for Democracy (RCD^ 
on a pact meant to pave die way ft>r fii^ 
next month because the DRG insuig^ ^ 
party to iL don't dunk an agreanent ^ 

DRC crisis without involviiig us, becauae'e^ 
tones risk having a pn^em in 
the ground," Wamba said. Spealdiigl^ sat^^ 
Bunia in the noEdieast CJiientale pEo^nc^^ 
that he hoped that the RCD would be. 
accord announced Sattnds^' at die end 
Africa summit also attended by UJ4. chief 


4-year-old boy emerges urHe 
in India’s train wriiSK 


I KHANNA India (AP) — PdiceazecalEi^it-a^ 
year-old bey >vas rescued from tbe wreckage of 
noitbem In^ with no injuries on fats body eveh.^ 
o>acb was enisled like a baU of p^ier. ‘%'s a mizac^ 

can we call il" said police Randev S ihgti Hi 

woikeis found ShuUim dying in die tanked 
Sealdah depress at dus nocdiwstBm town in £e 
The express uam slammed inKi die derailed cpacbe^'5|le 
Frontier Mail Thursday. “Wt heard a voice in ^ 

Hodal said in an interview Saturday night Several boucs^ft^K 
accident, waters using acetylene combes carefully cut 
the wiedcage. They found Shubham crouched uida 
wooden blocks that had formed a tent over tom. piS^ 
giaoc^iaFBnts and two aunts all were dead. The family was 
ing to New Delhi from a jnlgrimage to a Hindu shriM | 

capital of die nentbem state of Jammu-Kasbmir when djeaes- 
dent occurred on a foggy morning. ‘The boy was dying 
He kept saying. Tate me to my pepa 1 want my moda^m 
do we teD him that bis parents are dead?" Hodal said. 
has since been in a Siam of shock and rarely q)eaks, fr^% 
Police teams found about the family after contact Qdgbbm 
in New Delhi. Ihey are now trying to trace -reives. 
Pbotogi^hs of the ebnri were shown on national lelerisknai 
(hat his near relatives could claim him. are proceeifing'^ 
very cautiously. W? don't want false dauDants,” die 
Tbe chDd is in the care of a police officer's faMy 

Antarctic explorers pass site 
where Robert Scott died 


I SYDNEY (AFP) — Three Antarctic adventuieis 
I footsiepsofpol^exploferRobeitScott.87yeaisafierfaisl^^ 

' and fatal ej^iediiioQ to the South Pole and baeJe, havep^edik 
site where he died. Sioce leaving Scon Base on Nov. 

HIDaiy. Eric Phillips and Jon Muir have covered more.t^.3IX)|iiaR 
kilometres on foot of their 2,804 kUomene treL The passe|le|lGii 
site of Scon's death Friday. »pedition oiganiseis sakLH«ae|al! 
first time anyone has followed exaedy the route 'takB 0 -J])% 
1911 expeditioa'TVbdnnkalot about ScotL^fedverystin^ 
ly that he and his* group were a vety comnnoril pa^j;^ 
Hillary, son of Sir Ertouiid Mlaiy. (be first man to dimbEA^ 
Each of the team is hauling a sled loaded with mote dnitl5l} 
kilogiamiiies of food, cooking fuel and equipment Ih^ hm 
left quantities of food and coc^g fuel at e^ of the two dtpoK 
they have established so for on ite pole-ward oftbejou^ 
to be collected on their return to Scott Base. “We haveladu 
endure (emperatunss as cold as minus 15 degrees 
screaming blizzard which forced us into dre tent for a d^, aod 
sastrugi (snow ridges on tbe ice) which have made our pip^ 
slower than expected.” Hillaiy was quored as saying ty ei^ 
non oiganisers, qteaking to reporters in Austrsdia fr^ Sqtf 
Base. ‘%ut we have had some good d^s and as we leaved 
depot our load lightens and we can travel fasten" The (Bam 
beu keejnng their spirits up by qteakmg to their fatnilies oo^ 
satellite pdiODes di^ arc carrying. Th^ aim to be at the Saiab 
Pole for Qtristmas Day. but first have to traverse tbe arva»- 
riddled ShackletoQ Glaciex^ 

China building longest bridge 
on Yangtze River 


BEDING ( AP) — China is building its longest bridge 
longest liver, ibe Yangtze. 'The 2.6 billion yuan ($314 imBkn) 
bridge under intensive construction in the city of Wiiha, >Q^ 
em China's Anhui province, will have a 6-kiloroetie4oDglD^ 
way section and a lO-kilometre-long train sectkxi, the stei^ 
Xinhua News Agency reported Sund^. WTien it goes mlici 
ation b 2000, it will storten the route between Bdjitig aiti 
Xiamen, a special economic zone on the southeastern coest]? 
800 Ldlometres. The government is increasing spendxQg oa 
structure to keep the overall economic gro^ rate sdcn^.^ 
nation's total bvestment b die first nine months of dus y^l^ 

1 . 1 trillion yum (S 1 3 1 billion), an increase of 20 per centevec^e 

same period b 1997, )Gnhua said in a separate lepoct 
Investment m capital construction was 625.8 biOioa yitao:!^ 
billion), up21 per cent over the first nme months of 1997. 

Fleeing a degraded habitat, 
turtles invade fruit orchards 

, BANGKOK. Thailand (AP) — Fleeing stripped fbeests 
chemically tabted rivers, turtles by the tens fk tboosands bo* 
mvaded ^it rxchards southwest of Bangkok. where tb$ ^ 
fallbg prey to hunters, a newspaper said Sunday., ‘T^ 
the undergrowth and tall grass to escape sunlight dunogfo^*^ 
rime and come out at night b droves to look fw food,"r-^ 
orchard owner, Preecha Pukkabutr, told the BangkrA Post^ ^ 
60-year-oId Preecha said he had lecentlly found stwne-^^*^ ! 
water turtles of difierent irize s and qipcies b just.oos 
square area of his orchard. The ‘invasion" started.nearly a y**” 
ago, but b recent months it has reptwiadly amaeied hunters 
oriier provinces who Preecha said despass^ oo tte 
ferret out the turtles for sale to restaurant owners. Hie.SffldJ® 
hunters, arriving in pick-up trucks, aormally came at ni^ ^ 
mg bio the undeignowth with long bamlm pofe Sbfl»y [ 
stole fruit from the orchapfe in Samut Songkram | 

bg threats by owners that they would be dwL WhQc locals | 

maily don i eat turtles, thq^ are a popular item 
rants caterbg to tourists fixim Taiwan, Hoag Koflfr 
South Korea who believe turtle improves ^ual 



.jainnal Indonesian saiu 
Sschoone^ cojne 

iSd Holland to buj 



tfbe taken not to cor 


ministers 


momentum 


mimce. Oiamchb Nath ag imp iift^ a 
^ence Museum ^ganisation. lertently said the luttfe 
Indi CTted there was sometiung terrible amiss b tte • 
habitat of these animals. He cited chemical pdluiioD in 
Wong River and massive deforestation b aiW 
Samut Songkram. ‘Turtles are very sensitive to l?jnint 
quality, he said, addbg they were haporiant to 
helping to ke^ the water clean by f«**ling on dead 
Tne expert said halntat destruction aoffhuntiog hadbtoi^*®^ 

jpecies to the brink of extinction. ' 













#brld News 



l^tional Indonesian sailing boate called 'pinisi’ are moored in Simda Kelapa in the old Jakarta. The 17- 
m^re-loi^ scboonem come Jrom Kali m a nt an. Sulawesi and Sumatra carrying timber for West Java. Jakarta 
known as Suoda Kelapa, the harbor of the Indu-Javanese P^ajaran kingdom from the 12th century 
to.lhe 16th century. Ships used to come from neighbouring islands as well as from India, Sooth rhiiw and later 
Portugal and HoJlaod to buy pepper, rice and gold (Reuters photo) 


Si Korea advises 
Against cornering 
North Korea 


TOKYO (R) — South 
. Korea believes care 
.ijnust be taken not to cor- 
'ner- North Korea in a 
iow.' with the United 
States over a suspected 
oodergFound nuclear 
£adliiy that threatens 
peace talks, a senior 
Japanese official said 
Sonday. 

-Brie^g reporters 
about talks Saturday 
b^een Japanese Prime 
Ifimster Keizo Obuchi 
and South Korean Prime 
iHimster Kim Jong Ptl. 
ihe -official said Seoul 
■ North Korea 
icd^d piiU out of a 
..abcl^ accord with 
Washington if it was 
pushed too far. 

■Uiider the deal 
Washington. Seoul and 
-Tokyo agreed to provide 
the N(^ with two 
nuclear reactors and 
dtemadve energy sup- 
plies in return for 
^mgyang freezing its 
^ear programnie. 
i-The official quoted 
■Kimi as telling Obuchi 
“some room must be left 
open how the North is 
^startin'g.to show signs of 
change”. 

-^m, Obuchi and 
^or cabinet mini sters 
^m bpth sides met in 
t|^ sohthem Japanese 
of Kagoshima to 
up the momentum 
.s'-m3{Hoved relations 
the TWO nations. 
f4Cim.said South Korea 
'a^eed' with Japan and 
Washiogton the under- 
fTnihd site and reports 
ikirtii Korea was step- 
BDg-.np missile produc- 
.posed thi^cs to 
. The Korean 
Pemmula. 

Pyongyang has repeat- 
^y, denied the charges 
and abused the United 
. of waging a 
linear campaign to set 
for an invasion 
tflti ferritory from the 

■■'|^~'6autioned against 
-an- joverreaction to the 
^t^ihents and said 
^oin^y was sdll the 
hope of easing ten- 

rfoith Korea and the 
;^uted .States are due to 
^aje ' talks in New 
-^^;da.Dec. 4 over the 
nuclear site, 
two Koreas, 
§^. and the United 
are also involved 
.^^waie talks to bring 

has sent 
^B^mixed signals how 
..'^^-■would go to end 
of war that has 
the demili- 
between the 
.SSpCoreas since the 


■f^^^A^orean war. 

: it'lias also fired 

over- Japan and 


infiltrated commandos 
into South Korea. North 
Korea last week wel- 
comed the first South 
Korean tourists and 
changed its constitudon 
to allow first tentadve 
moves towards a mazicet 
economy. 

Some North Korea 
watchers believe help in 
easing the crisis could 
be on the way in the 
coming weeks in the 
form of pressure on 
Pyongyang from its 
Kore^ war allies China 
and Russia. 

Russian and North 
Korean diplomats will 
discuss a new treaty 
between the two coun- 
tries along with other 
issues this week. 

The talks Monday and 
Tuesday will consider 
security issues on the 
Korean peninsula. 

Russia's close 

Communist-era des with 
Pyongyang have cooled 
in recent years and 
Moscow has focused on 
upgrading commercial 
and other contacts with 
South Korea. 

Russian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman 
VTadimir Rakhmanin 
told a news briefing last 
week Russia sought 
strict enforcement of 
non-proliferadon of 
nuclear weapons on the 
Korean peninsula. 

•‘■But we would like 
these problems resolved 
peacefully without any 
whipping up of pas- 
sions,*’ be said. 

During the current 
visit to Japan by 
C^ese President Jiang 
Zemen, a Beijing offi- 
cial said China was also 
determined tension 
should be eased on the 
peninsula. 

“We don’t approve of 
anything that would 
upset peace and stability 
in that region." Chinese 
Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Zhu 

Bangzao told reporters 
after a meeting between 
Obuchi and Jiang. 

During their talks. 
Obuchi asked for 
China's help in defusing 
tension on the peninsu- 
la. , f 

•We do have a lot or 

interests in common 
with China in terms oi 
the need to prevent 
North Korea from fol- 
lowing a certain paihot 

isolatine itself from the 
rest of "the world com- 
munity and pursuing a 
very dangerous pain or 

nuclear development, a 

Japanese foreign min- 
istrv spokesman said 

ahe’ad of the talks. 

•it's fair to say we d 
welcome any that 
may be played by China 
in this regard." 


Rescue attempt to save 
film-makers stranded 
on Siberian island 


SYDNEY (AFP) — A dnunatic 
rescue aoeinpc is to to 

save a duee-maD film oew 
tr^ped by blizzards on an isolated 
Si^an tdand with food radons 
almost exhausted, Austrafian offi- 
cials said Sunday. 

Ausirafian Roy McGumness 
and his colleagues, a Japanese 
journalist and a Russian scientist, 
were makfng a doc utnentai y for 
New Zealand and J^»tiese l^vi- 
don oa polar beats and seals on 
Vrangelya islarel , v^bicfa is iobabii- 
ed by about 30 people. 

In Tokyo. I^bd Broadcasting 
Oxp. (NHK) identified the 
Japanese joumalisi as Talsuluko 
Kohayashl a 34-year'Old scieoce 
programme (firecior for the net- 
wcric. and the Russian as NUdia 
Ovsyamkov. 

have been smce 

mid-Cktober following the early 
onset of winter. 

Russian emogeocy services will 
aaempt to rescue de trio by bed- 
copier Monday, weadier pomit- 
tmg. Australia's foreign affairs 
depamneot said 

A previous anenp to rescue 
them by helicoprer and another to 
reach them by snowmobile last 
week WOT abandoned due to the 
extreme conditions. 

'Tbey'w been iryii^ to get out 
for five weeks but lave been hatn- 
pered by blizzards, extremely high 
winds and leoqxratures that have 
feUen bdow 20 degrees Celsius," a 
department spokesman udd 
reporteis. 

“Our concern now is dot their 
food and fuel supplies are genog 
low and could run out in a few 
days. 

*lo particular, we're coacerned 
about the fuel because it's esseodal 
for headiig in the extreme cold" 

Anempfc by villagers to reach 


the trio, who are tiving m a but rat 
the soudiera side of the island 120 
kDometresfiom its sole setdaneot, 
havehdled 

The weaibff has preve^ food 
beiz^ d^vered ficND ^ niaiiii^ 
by hcficopterto fee feij fee 
ti^jped foreigDezs. 

McGtiinness has maiDtained 
cooiact with his partner RdKca 
Scott by sateOiie lelqfecne every 
two to three days. 

“The shuaoai is prei^ dire," she 
told rqxms at ha home in the 
Ausna^ state of \1cmiia. 

'll is not immecfiaiely fife ferea- 
aiing , but when feey nm out of 
food in a few days, h becomes 
preiw life fereaiening." 

WfeaiherforecasiErs Sunday pre- 
dicted a violent cydooe over fee 
regioa. 

Scott said the nio was not 
equipped wife suitable equqnieot. 
as fe^ never e:q)ected to be 
strmided in the dark Arctic wBifer 

‘The weafeerhas been absolute- 
ly ;;ppalling — blizzards and fee 
ptdaraigbicaineiDoaNov.21 so 
fee sun doesn't rise any more. 
Biey have some twiU^L" She 
said fee but fee crew was fiving in 
was faitfy substantial and fee men 
were Mtmyinfl to build a snow 
waU m Iowa fee wind cfaQ] fector 
inside fee buQdmg 

McGuimiess has tiavdled 
around fee wodd sboodng wildfife 
documentaries. 

A qx)kesman for fee J^onese 
□ationa] televiaon network sad 
none fee feree had suffered aiQr 
injury. 

The three are losing feeir 
weight, but they are not in bad 
healfe," fee spokesman said. “Ws 
are cooperating wife fee Austrafiao 
and Russian sides ciosdy and vrill 
rfiqpanfe a heficopter to rera 
feem as soon as pobible.'’ 
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Tigers raise Sri Lanka 
peace hopes with talks offer 



COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka’s ounority parties 
Sund^ urged the government 
to arxqjt peace talks offered by 
Tamil r^ls, but officials 
remained caudcnis as fresh 
fighting killed se\«n more peo- 
ple. 

Tamil poliddans asked 
President Chandrika 

Ku/naraomga ro nspood posi- 
tively to Riday’s offer of the 
rebel Liberadon Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (la to resume 
pnliri^i oe^idadons. 

‘The government can make 
use of ^ arid ^ for talks," 
Tamil legislator 

Dharmalingam Sidhathan 
"h should not be like in the past 
' where you go oo talking and 
laOdng. You must agree to a 
^lecified dme period." 

Sidhathan, whose 

Democcadc Rnple’s 

Liberatk» I^t (DPLB is 
opposed to the Ttgos. said 
nsmacks by Tr^ leader 
\telupillai Pi^hakaran provid- 
ed hope (^endmg fee stalemate 
in the confilct which has killed 
more than 55,(X)0 people. 

The LTTE leader in a speech 
broadcast over his clandestine 
Vnoe of Tigers radio to com- 
mezoocaie tbonginds of his 
cafees killed in the campaign 
for an uktepertdeot bomelai^ 


said they favoured third purty 
mediated talks. 

There was no forma) reacdon 
from the administradon but the 
state-nm Sunday Obser\'er said 
the govemmeni was caudous 
over the LTTE call for talks 
and officials would not imine- 
diaiely take a “definite posi- 
don" on the offer. 

Even as polidcal parties were 
mulling over remarks of 
Prabhakaran, a defence min- 
istry spokesman here said that 
the LTTE had carried out a 
fresh attack in the northeast of 
the couniiy Sunday, killing five 
soldiers. 

Three soldiers were seriously 
wounded while four more were 
repotted missing in action fol- 
lowing the ambush in the 
Munur area of the Trincomalee 
districL The ministry said two 
Tigers were killed by tnx^ in 
a clash elsewhere. 

The LTTE leader in his 
speech Friday made it clear he 
was making the talks offer 
from a position of strength afier 
capturing a key army base in 
fee north two months ago. 

His Voice of Tigers radio also 
admitted for fee first time that 
they had acquired aircraft and 
said belicr^is were used to 
drop floweis over martyrs 
cemeteries in the north-east 


Friday. 

Political analysts said the 
govemmem would be in a 
dilemma on how to react to fee 
latest peace bid. 

The govemmem has been 
demanding that the Tigers 
make a declaration of their 
intent to surrender arms, agree 
to conclude political talks with- 
in a specifii^ time and recog- 
nise the right of others (o join a 
peace process. 

“Wie are not prepared to 
accept pre-conditioDS for polit- 
ical dialogue." the Tiger leader 
said. “They (Tamil people) 
want the war to come to an end 
and the occupation army that 
romoents them to withdraw and 
their urgent essentia) problems 
addressed immediately.'' 

“... we are prepared to engage 
in initial taikr; to discuss the 
removal of such pressures and 
to work out a basic fiannework 
for political negotiations." 

Tamil legislator Sidhathan 
said althou^ Prabhakaran was 
calling for talks “without pre- 
conditions" feey were in fact 
calling for a cease-fire, with- 
drawal of troops and fee lifting 
of an economic embargo on 
areas held by them. 

“Apart from all that, the issue 
is not when but what you are 
going to discuss wife the 


LTTE," Sidhathan said. 

The remarks were echoed by 
another Tamil group, the TaniU 
United Liberation Front 
(TULF), as well as the Eelam 
PK^Je’.<; Democzaiic Razt>' 
(EPDP). 

Both parties asked the gov- 
ernment and fee opposition 
United national Party (UNP) to 
respond positively to the Tiger 
initiative. The opposition UNP 
which has also called for 
unconditional talks with the 
LTTE was z)oi immediately 
available for comment ou the 
latest Tiger offer. 

Last month fee LTTE freed a 
group of Sri Lankan soldiers 
^er bolding them for nearly 
five years. The move height- 
ened speculation that the rebels 
mi^t be seeking peace talks. 

Justice Minister G- L. Reiris 
told reporters recently feat 
President Chandrika 

Kumaraiunga had “no strong 
objection" to involving a third- 
par^ when the “time was right 
to open talks." 

Peace i^ks between the 
Kunoratunga government and 
the LTTE ended in failure in 
April 1995 after a lO)-day 
truce. Two previous peace bids 
also collapsed leading to more 
bloodshed. 


Chile steps up pressure on Britain to free Pinochet 


LOhnXJN (AFP) — Chile 
Sunday stepped up pressure 
oa BzicuD fe release former 
dkrtauz Augusio Pinoc^ to 
. stand'i^ 10 ItisowB cmtotzy. 

.Qrilfe’s ^Rrfei gn Minister 
"JoK Migi^ inqiiya said oei- 
ffier Bri^ nor Spain, wfeich 
is ^king PiDochet's extradi- 
ti(ki on chaigcs of murder and 
texture, were the right places 
to try tire 85-year-old general. 

*T believe feat in Spain or in 
Brftain you only get symbolic 
justice because you would 
never be able to find out and 
to investig^ what really hap- 
pened in Qule,” he told BBC 
televisirax 

The only real chance, and 
.Tm not saying it’s a sure 
chance, to have some kind of 
justice and tnife is in Ozile 


where the events happened" 

The British press reported 
Sunday feat Britain and CTtile 
were close to a deal under 
which Pinochet would be sent 
home ro stand trial. 

Press reports said senior 
British ministers privately 
believed fee Chilean proposal 
was the best way to bring 
Hnochet to justin wifeout 
destabilising Chile's fra^e 
democracy or ftinher harming 
Britain’s trade lolations with 
Santiago. 

Pinochet is facing 14 private 
prosecutions fromT victims of 
his 1973-1990 military dicta- 
torship in Chile aod Inailza — 
currently in London to plea for 
the ^neral's release on 
humanitarian and political 
grounds — said a state prose- 


cution could follow. 

In Chile the investigation is 
being led by judge Juan 
Guzman Tapia. 

“7 think that he's conducting 
a serious investigation." 
Insulza said adding: “1 think 
the government is going to do 
even more to make sure feat 
the investigation goes for- 
ward but of course you can 
never say ‘I assure you he's 
going to jail' " 

Pii^bk was arrested in 
London on OcL 16 by British 
police acting on an interna- 
tional warrant from Spain. 

A Spanish prosecutor warns 
Pinochet extradited to stand 
trial in Spain on charges of 
murder and torture committed 
during his military rule in 
Chile. 


Britain's Law Lords last 
week ruled Pinochet was not 
immune from prosecution, 
paving the way f<x a lengthy 
extraditioD procedure. 

Britain's Home Secretary 
Jack Straw now has until Dec. 
11 to rule on whether fee 
extradition process can con- 
tinue. 

Meanwhile, sources in 
Britain said Pinochet could 
shortly leave fee Grovelands 
Priory Hospital in nonh 
London where he is recover- 
ing from back surgery under 
police guard and transfer to a 
private residence. 

The weekly Mail Sunday 
reported feat Pinochet would 
next week head for a luxury 
country home in Surrey, 
southwest of London. 


IAEA chief arrives to discuss 
N. Korea’s suspect nuclear facility 


SEOUL (AFPj — The diief of 
fee International Atomic 
Energy A^ncy (IAEA) 
strived here Sunday to fescuss 
coQceiiis over a Ntxfe Korean 
underground cooqriex. sus- 
pected of being used to revive 
ns nuclear weapons pro- 
gramme. 

IAEA presulent Moha mmad 
ElBarader is to meet South 
Kcieais Iftesideai Kim Dae- 
JungMcxid^. 

^Baiadei’s came amid 
a gEO\ring row over U.S. pres- 
sure that reclusive North Korea 
allow acceu to is suspect 
underground installations. 


North Korea has angrily 
rebuffed fee U.S. demand, 
describing the complex as a 
“civil underground structure." 
It also insisted it would allow 
the inspection if Washington 
paid compensation. 

Before coming here. 
ElBaradei warned that 
Pyongyang had refused to 
cooperate Wler a nuclear safe- 
guards a^eement wife the 
IAEA. 

“Since 1995 there has been 
no progress in our efforts to 
obtain access to fee informa- 
tion which fee agency deems 
nocc»ar\." he lold the l.AEA 


board of govonors meeting in 
Vienna last week. 

■'We will continue to follow 
up on this issue to the extent 
feat relevant information is 
available to us and take what- 
ever action may be necessary 
under the safeguards agzee- 
menL" ElBaradei said. 

Under a 1994 agreement, fee 
United Stales promised to sup- 
ply light water teanors 
fuel oi) to North Korea in 
return for a freeze on its 
declared nuclear site in 
Yongbyon. 

But U.S. intelligence satel- 
liie> spotted a new under- 


ground site this year in 
kumchangni near Yongbyort 
Washington has suggested feat 
activity at the site points to 
attempts by North Korea to 
revive its nuclear programme. 

The United States has told 
North Korea the 1994 nuclear 
agreement could be scrapped 
i^ess it opens up the suspect 
Kumchangni site to inspec- 
tions. 

U.S. officials said North 
Korea asked for millions of 
dollars, perhaps as much as 
$300 million, to allow a U.S. 
inspection of fee suspect com- 
plex. 


Throwing a banquet, Thai town 
says thanks to its monkeys 



LOPBURI, Thailand 
lAP) — With big 
appetites and their own 
version of table man- 
ners, hundreds of mon- 
keys got their annual 
reward Sunday for 
bringing good fortune 
to this central Thailand 
town — a feast served 
up on red table cloths. 

Scooting down from 
their perches in ancient 
temples, squads of 
simians descended 
upon a dozen banquet 
tables to grab noodles, 
popcorn, mangoes, 
papayas, nuts and soft 
drinks. 

While the macaques 
appeared to have 
learned little etiquette 
of sit-down dinners in 
the 10 years since the 
feast started, a certain 
method in the monkey 
madness emerged. 

Rather than over- 
whelm the tables, 
aggressive males 
helped themselves to 
the chow first, fol- 
lowed by shyer moth- 


ers and their babies. 

Older, experienced 
types plopped them- 
selves casually at the 
centre of tables, confi- 
dently sniffing them- 
selves, while . young- 
sters would gr^ a 
handfuls' , ’the 

plares and eat eitheron. 
the run or crouched 
under a table. 

By day's end, hon- 
dreds of monkeys were 
fed at two sittings 
within Lopburi’s Three 
Pagoda Compound, 
watched by thousands 
of tourists and towns- 
folk who joined in the 
merriment while keep- 
ing a respectful dis- 
tance from the diners. 

Leading the locals 
was monkey magnate 
Yoogyuth 

Kitwatananusont, the 
57-year-old son of 
impoverished Chinese 
immigrants who sud- 
denly experienced 
good fortune when 
Siey moved to the 
town. 


Yoogyuth ascribed it 
to the monkeys, resi- 
dent in the town for 
centuries and tradition- 
ally regarded as luck- 
bringing despite their 
habit of snatching food 
from 'passlers-by and 
:\f6odsmlls. 

• T^^g there was no 
business like monkey 
businesfs, Yongyuth 
dreamed up the simian 
feast idea a decade 
ago. While he makes 
little or no money from 
the actual event, 
tourists crowd the 
hotels and stores be 
owns in the town, 115 
kilometres north of 
Bangkok. 

He hopes to attract a 
steady flow of visitors 
by 2000, when he 
expects to'have opened 
what be says will be 
the largest monkey 
theme park in the 
world, on 40 acres of 
land in Lopburi. 

He promises it will 
be a year-round pri- 
mate paradise. 
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The will to change 

A SAMPLING of yesterday's headlines that 
travelled around the world on international 
news wire services incladed: ‘Tsraei takes deliv- 
ery of first Arrow missile"; ‘^Prisoner issue 
sparks new crisis in Wye River accord*’; 
'Talestinian protesters clash with Israeli police 
in Jerusalem”; and ‘^raePs Sharon rejects 
Fetum of Palestinian refugees.” 

The repetition of such news headlines day 
after day, month after month, and year after 
year is no surprise, since nothing seems to be 
chang in g for the Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza. In turn, nothing changes for the bet- 
ter for everyday Israelis, nor for Jordanians, 
who accepted the peace process in the best of 
faith four years ago. 

Israel seems never to have heard that old 
adage, Nothing changes, if nothing changes.” 
region b^mes neither more secure, nor 
more prosperous, as long as Israeli officials 
incite Jewish settlers to usurp Palestinian land; 
as long as I^el ‘^reinterprets” the spirit of its 
agreements with the Palestinians; or as long as 
It publicly and unilaterally closes the file on one 
of the most crncial issues — the refugees' right 
of return — that is yet to be discussed during of 
final status negotiations. 

The recent news that Israel has agreed to sev> 
eral measures that would facilitate Jordan’s 
economic rriations with the West Bank are 
encouraging, but these measures are only a 
small part of a comprehensive package. Israel 
must recognise that restoring the Palestinians’ 
national rights are equally vital to Jordanians' 
confidence in the peace process, but Israel 
seems to have fafled to acknowledge that by 
undermining peace with the Palestinians, It is 
also pulling the rug from under its treaty with 
Jordan. 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan’s 
Speech the Throne emphasised this vital 
point when be said that “the Palestinians’ req- 
uisition of their legitimate rights, in fiiU, is a 
cornerstone of our own security and that of the 
region at large. Any detraction of these rights is 
tantamount to a violation of the security of this 
country and a threat to its stability, for we share 
the same destiny." 

One cannot help but feel that Prince Hassan’s 
words were not meant only for our parliamen- 
tarians and Senators — for Jordanians daily 
feel the weight of the Palestinian 'issue" in their 
daily lives — but that those words were seeking 
a wider audience, perhaps Israel itself and the 
world at large. Forty-five countries today will 
meet in Washington for a Palestinian donors 
conference. Hopefully, they remember that 
peace takes more than money; it needs political 
will, not the least of which should come from 
Israel. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A! Ra'i's Fahed Fanek blamed the Washington adminis- 
tration as well as Britain for the consequences of the 
crippling sanctions imposed on Iraq, which have killed 
around 70,000 Iraqi children every month. Fanek said 
the sanctions were imposed under special circumstances 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait, but he charged that it is inhu- 
man for the Security Council to insist on keeping them 
after so long. He said that the American administration 
and Britain have been isolated from the rest of the 
world, because their acts represent a flagrant violation of 
human rights, which proves that their decision to threat- 
en strikes on Iraq automatically if it fails to heed U.N. 
demands — i.e. without referring to the Security 
Council — is because they know very well that such a 
move will likely be dismissed. The sanctions have con- 
tributed to raising the illiteracy rate in Iraq from 1 1 per 
cent in 1990 to 42 per cent in 1998. What an accom- 
plishment for the U.S.. said Fanek. 

AI Dustour's Oretb Rintawi commented on the latest 
development on the Syrian-Israeli peace track which, 
according to the writer, might soon worsen. Rintawi 
expected that the tension between Syria and Israel will 
continue, leading to possible military confrontations 
confined to south Lebanese villages, which may last 
until the beginning of next year. Syria is using Hizbollah 
guerrillas to pressure the United States and Israel into 
another Wye River summit, but including Syria and 
Lebanon. Israel, on the other hand, is sending 'ambigu- 
ous signals, said Rintawi. Tel Aviv had announced that it 
is ready to withdraw from Lebanon provided that 
Lebanon guarantees border security, hut even Israelis 
believe that the Israeli suggesuon is onlv a cover for a 
possible militaiy strike on Lebanon, added Rintawi. 


Economic Review 


Reforming the IMF: Lessons from a 


IN A RECENT article published 
in The Economist and the Jordan 
Times, Stanley Fischer, the First 
Deputy of the IMF and a world 
class economist, valiantly 
attempted to rescue the image of 
his institution by responding at 
length to critics of IMF stabilisa- 
tion policies. He presented sev- 
eral arguments in an attempt to 
reftjte the somewhat deserved 
salvo of criticism levied against 
the IMF concerning its methods 
of dealing with global finance, 
particularly in the Asian and east 
European markets. 

Dr. Fischer asserts that the 
IMF austerity programmes (high 
interest rates, bank closures and 
sharp cuts in public spending) 
set forth in Thailand, Indonesia 
and Korea aimed at restoring 
macro stability and growth. To 
achieve such lofty goals, the 
IMF raised the interest rates in 
each of these countries early on 
in the crisis to temporarily sta- 
bilise currencies. While there ore 
several ways to stabilise curren- 
cy. the increase in interest rates 
“temporarily** raised the cost of 
borrowing and made it more dif- 
ficult for investment spending to 
occur at a time when these coun- 
tries were in desperate need of 
production and jobs. The wis- 
dom behind the IMFs advice, 
according to Dr. Fischer, was 
that the lower interest rates 
would have further depreciated 


the currencies and increased the 
debt burden of dollar denomi- 
nated debL While this argument 
sounds fair on die outset, the 
higher interest ndes were a bitter 
internal remedy that made bor- 
rowing for the private sector 
more difficult and reduced con- 
sumer spending, thus further 
deepening the impact of the cri- 
sis. 

IMF actions are being ques- 
tioned in every sector, even the 
economic profession is not 
pulling any punches in its criti- 
cism of the IMF austerity poli- 
cies. Joseph Stiglitz, the World 
Bank's top economist and until 
last year the Chairman of the 
United States President's 
Council of Economic Advisers 
has ardently criticised the aus- 
terity measures of the IMF. He 
says of the “temporary" high 
interest rates policy, "high inter- 
est rates are taken as indication 
that those offering to pay them 
are likely to default. Instead of 
flowing in. money leaves and 
exchange rates fail to recover — 
the case in much of Asia today." 
(The World Bank does not agree 
with Professor Stiglitz's views 
according to a statement by his 
boss. James Wolfenson, but they 
do not attempt to muzzle him). 
Dr. Stiglitz' views have been 
supported by Martin Feldstein, a 
Harvard economist and a previ- 
ous chairman of the President's 


Council of Economic Advisera, 
and Alan Blinder, deputy chair- 
man of the Federal Reserve until 
last year and currently a 
Stanford University professor, 
who are sounding warnings 
about the misconceptions that 
underlie this policy. 

Dr. Fischer admits that had the 
IMF known of the slowdown in 
Che Japanese economy it would 
have recommended less fiscal 
contraction. If so, the IMF com- 
mitted two errors. First, it failed 
to provide the theoretically 
sound advice of easing credit to 
the public and private sector 
(when the going gets tough, the 
wise go shopping) to revive a 
stagnating economy and thwart 
possibilities of default and thus 
ease the worries of the foreign 
investors. In the U.S., when the 
financial market was on the 
verge of total collapse the 
Federal Reserve extended credit 
to companies and b anks to pre- 
vent one disaster after another 
— then, the interventionist rem- 
edy was considered dmely and 
ingenious. Secondly, the IMF 
forgot, on the applied side that 
the oations of E^t Asia, like the 
rest of the world, do not act in a 
vacuum — their economies are 
vulnerable to flucmations in 
neighbouring economies. In the 
case of the Japanese economy, 
the second largest in the worldL 
the signs of economic slow 


down activity were already 
apparent and the should 
have seen them coming. 

Furthermore, when J^)an pro- 
posed an aid pack^ to the 
Asian countries simii^ to the 
one recently proposed in the G7 
meeting, its offer was turned 
down. 

The same advice given to other 
Asian countries was reiterated 
by the IMF to Malaysia in 
January this year. The advice 
was to raise the interest rate and 
cut government sf^ding; in 
other words, asphyrciate exports 
and the nation’s production base 
in order to malm sure that ±e 
curreDcy position ‘ remains 
strong. The IMF has shown once 
again that its concern, or 
the psyche that underlies its phi- 
losophy, is to protect its fund 
and not the borrower, that is, 
ensure that the borrower is able 
to pay back its loan, regardless 
of the effect on die borrower’s 
prosperity, two events that may 
diverge. 

Af^ all the destruction and 
the turmoil of the Asian crisis, 
the IMF in one attempt after 
another — in particular the sub- 
ject response of Dr. Hscher — 
has sought to regain its credibil- 
ity by b laming governments for 
acting too slowly. But even if 
this may have bera true in some 
of the cases, the nature and 
scope of the institutional setting 


in each of ;hese cdinif ^ 
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• like many ecoDomi^'^^ii^- 
only believed amoi^^^^^': 
vatives ofr the 
Chicago, and Should^^^ 
been used a • 

especially globaLimov^^. 
policy. 

The fact remains'. 

is short of fimds. 
the White House v^^^^^- 
lecently qiproved 
contribution, it stihjjeefe^; 
tional ftmds to help* 
Argentina. And the iMFoe^^- 

be completely .ovtthanied.^ome 
have suggest that'tbe 
replaced by a global 
bamk, others haye isuggesiu 
splitting it up to small, effici^ 
multilateral institutions)' iaic^ 
to be better able to deal with 
global financial maiket whcn 
pivate capita] flows 
investors' confidence is a prioa- 
ly determinant of capital flotn, 
and timely and accuraterin^: 
mation is vit^. if-.flK 

IMF had more money ifwoidd 
have dealt diSerentiy. with Jbe 
events of 1998. Maybe if it had 
more and better inftumatidn.it 
would have been bettia 
equipped to deal with the wodd 
financi al crisis. And maybe 
Fischer’s re^nse would. 1^ 
been different 
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What is future U.S. policy on Iraq? 


By George S. Hishiti^ 

WASHIN'GTON — Those 
who came hoping that Brent 
Scoweroft. the national .securi- 
xy adviser at the time of the 
Cult* ^^‘a^. would throw more 
light on the ongoing American 
showdown with Iraq must 
have leh as disappointed as 
one former American ambas- 
sador who lamented af^r- 
waids. "the panacea is to get 
rid of Saddam (Hussein) but 
no one knows how lo do it," 
referring to the Iraqi strong- 
maiL 

What was more disappoint- 
ing in his one-hnur appearance 
before a select group of 
Washingtonians — diplomats. 
policy-makeTs. lobbjisls. and 
gaffers from kev' think-tanks 
around towTi — Ls that he did 
not mention in his remarks 
anything about the sdlf sanc- 
doRs being endured by die 
Iraqi people. 

When this was pointed out to 
him by a JoumalisL Scowerott 
the national security adviser of 
both Republican I^idmts 
Gerald Ford and Geoige Bush, 
seemed slightly taken aback b>' 
his oversighL He. however, 
went on to argue that the sanc- 
tions "should .stay until (the 
Iraqi leader) complies with the 
mandate of the Security 
Council." He told another 
questioner that it was his belief 
that the oil-for-food pro- 
gramme is “adequate to feed 
(Saddam’s) people and give 
them hospitalist^ion." 

Had he read the morning 
paper? tuo weeks ago. hie 
would have noticed u New 
Yotk Times repon which 
described the economic sanc- 
tions as “among the toughest 
imposed on a nation in the 
modem aee." 


The paper said the sanctioTB, 
imposed on Iraq more than 
eight >'ears ago. and were 
being cited by ^ as the cause 
of the late.st crisis, “have dev- 
u.Mated (Iraq's) eccviomy and 
its people." The cost io the 
countiy was "more than S120 
billion in oil revenues." 

It ftirther added: 

"The human cost has been 
staggering, too. Millions of 
Iraqis have been left without 
adequate food, clean water and 
medicine. The United Nations 
has esiiniated. based on Iraqi 
sovemmeni tigures. that I mil- 
lion Iraqi children ore malnour- 
ished and that 700.(XX} chil- 
dren have died from malnutri- 
tion or disease since 1990." 

In tuiother uvaance, he could 
not satisfy another Arab jour- 
nalist's dilemma about U.S. 
policy, namely the absence of 
an incentive for (he Iraqi leader 
to play ball with his American 
tormentors. The United States, 
the journalist pointed out. 
seems at one point thieaienina 
Iraq with massive air strikes n 
it failed to comply with tbe 
arms inspection regime, while 
at the same time concocting 
with the discredited Iraqi 
sition to overthrow SackJam. 

‘i gave up sometime 2 ^ any 
notion thtu Saddam would 
cooperate." tbe retired air fcxce 
general said. “ I have conclud- 
^ that he Is single-mindedly 
dedicated to being, at a mini- 
tnum. the power in the Gulf, or 
the leader of the Arab World, 
or whatever, and (there's) noth- 
ing we can do to make him 
cooperate." 

In his remarks at the U.S. 
Institute for Peace, a federally- 
funded think tank. Scoweroft 
difiered widi die Clinton 
adminismidon on two coimLs, 
He said he was ready to Uft the 


sanctions once Iraq complied 
with the UN. Security Council 
resolutions, diereby dropping 
the U.S. ^vemment's insis- 
tence that should meet odier 
terms of the 1991 cease-fire, 
including ftill restitution ibr 
pn^rerty destroyed or stolen by 
the Iraqis aft^ the Kuwait 
invasion and accounting for 
the hundreds of Kuwaiti pris- 
oners missing since the wan 

He also was not keen on the 
adrninistration's plan to sup- 
port the fractured Iraqi opposi- 
tion. which is rK>w waiting in 
the wingi to cash in on the S97 
million that the U.S. Congress 
has authorised for the efi^ to 
overthrow tbe Iraqi regime. 

He advised. “One of the 
dwgs that we need to do better 
is to blend diplomacy and 
force. Force is good as a com- 
pellent.** 

Although he said tbe Clinton 
odniinistration now has “a 
levei^ to use force after 
Saddam's “particularly fool- 
ish" decision to forbid inspec- 
tion and monitexing of ’'Sus- 
pect sites." He thwght the 
adminisinition's stance dial it 
con launch air .strikes without 
warning should die Iraqi lealer 
once again violate this latest 
agrement allowing unfeoered 
inflections, lacks definition. 

“What is the biggeiing 
event?* he asked. “Thai's one 
of die most difficult things to 
decide. Is it that he refuses to 
hand over a lumdful of docu- 
ments or delays, or be refuses 
inflections or delays inspec- 
tions for 24 Of 48 hours." 

Scoweroft stressed the 
imponance of the U.S. main- 
taining the anti-Soddam coali- 
don which he believes the Iraqi 
leader helped reactivate as a 
result of his violation of the 
agreement with UN. Secretary 


General Kdfr Annan. 
“Keeping die coalition acqui- 
escent is our big problem but if 
we play our cards right it is not 
out of the question as h 
appeared a year aga" 

He saw no abemative to get- 
ting rid of the Iraqi leader. ‘The 
trouble is bow to do it," he st^- 
ed and went on to say that "die 
present efforts (of raying die 
opposition) are not likely to be 
a fruitful avenue." He said 
there is a fear that in the 
process “we could solidify 
support" for the Iraqi leader. 
Moreover, be thou^t the 
stress should be on dre Sunni 
population in tbe centze of the 
countiy, the mainstay of Iraqi 
regimes. 

His preference is diat the 
U.S. “ought to look hard at 
covert action" but he admioed 
this was “a l<mg shot" He nev- 
ertheless thou^ diat “tailored 
strikes" on Republican Guards, 
the bastion of the Iraqi regime, 
would send the ri^ message. 

Scoweroft complained that 
Americans are tkx patient in 
tbe showdown with Sadc^’s 
Iraq. like to have prob- 
lems all tied up neatly,*’ be 
explained to a c^iaciQ' crowd 
at the institute. He insisted that 
aldicxigh Saddam remains “a 
nagging problem" he is no 
kxiger a threat to stability to the 
Gulf. 

The former natioial secuii^ 
adviser continued, ought 
to realise that this is unlikely to 
be solved with one or two or 
three things; but this is a game 
which could go on for a long 
time and we need to play it bet- 
ter than wc have because each 
time we thought we are going 
to solve the whole thing wid) 
one step.” 



Wake-up call 


To the editor; 


81 Joseph B. \'erren^ 

.USiI'IiJkC F’MSJ 


YOUR EDITORIAL of November 22, 1998 mdtled “An 
atrocity,” should be a wake-up call to die 
employers who “abuse or maltreat any foreigner wbo 
lives among us, and serves us diligently and feithfoDy.'* ^^,3 

The abominable acts by an employer inflicted oa a Sd -ais^^enri. 

Lanl^ domestic bel]^r is just one case which sor- — ifiar<moking c 
faced and been revealed to the pubbe, I agree wiflt ypn ateioirnp--ience as vseU jS fi 
that her story is “certainly not isolated if other dom«tK iJ 
workers and doctors are to be believed.” vTai 6 s(t)-'kms fr-rces ha 

.. U..may-.interest.you.rto..-know, that -ithfi .Rii%» alaitiiai fmdinj a.< a Txwentiai 
Embassy in Amman has received infonnatioa from^: ^ people 

eral- affected domestic helpers attesung that “soduaaj»>^^ ftiitlBiiiL ' ^ 

ities b^pen [in Jordan].” However, most victims choose | 
just to run away, transfer to other employers or siiopljfe a\ June inclucks 
returo home, fearing, as you very well comment ‘iS-laHcial a cigare 

tie retribution Of nny) meted against those responsible” Umpiv 77 ^ messase: "Cig 
But may I summarise hereunder actual cases filed by K^Thitik Ihes're Sexv . 
Filipino domestic workers in Amman courts involviogfthiilibe health nuniscry cader 
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physical abuse or maltreatment by employeis/{^en& 
(names withheld as cases are still pending tri^). 

— l.A case filed by a Filipino household helper agobitf 
the wife of her employer, who physically abused her » 
at least faur occasions in a three-month period. /TV 
tdjuse described included] "...hitting me with a hamwr 
on the head, ” "...kitting my forehead with a pair cfsds- 
sors , " "...bumping my head against the radiator be^, 
leaving my head and face bloodied , " "...splashing tw> 
glasses of strawberry milk on me," "...spitting ot 
face thrice. " “...repeatedly hitting me with a bacqfVBl 
powder and pouring its contents on my head... " 

— 2. A case filed by a Filipino household helper ago^ 
a female employer who "...kit my hand thrice vddi d 
dustpan and while I was crying continually slapped 
face. She and her children mockingly imitated me cry^_ 
after which all of them laughed. " "...threw meat d m 
while she was cooking, " “...hit my face with her dipp^- 
pulled my hair, pushed me and spat at me while shoutit^ 
that / am an animal and tlmt Filipinos are not hunum 
beings , " "...Madam while screaming, punched meinth 
face, kicked me. pulled my hair, kit my face widi a sl^ 
per. bumped my head against the radiator so hard I 
lost consciousness... 

— 3. A case filed by a Filipino household helper againd 
her male employer, who "beat me and punched 
“The next day, ... my employer's daughter sU^ped^ 
several times and pulled my hair. An hour later, >Q7 
employer beat me again, punching and kiddhg 
shouting that f am a bitch and a prostitute. On the sarst 
night [he] again punched and kicked me several times, 
shouting bad wonis at me. He boasted that no one' com 
help me; not the consulate, the Philippines Etrd>assy, net 
even King Hussein himself. My employer s daughter also, 
forcibly took my jewellery consisting of four gold nags, 
one pair of gold earrings, one gold necklace with /H® 
pendants and one wristwatch. " 

— 4. A case filed by a Filipino household helper 

her agent and his son who “physically abused me (Hffe 
punches, etc .). " "...my agent’s son hit me twice in ths 
face with his hands..... ” "took me to his house and mer^ 
cilessly beat me in the face and body..." "my.dgeps^^ 
me several rimes with a belt ... " • • . 

More power to you and your newspaper for takihg ^ 
cudgels for the maltreated foreign guest wotfeeis 
warning the authors of such atrocities that “such abosive 
and racist behaviour will not be tolerated.” 
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The Jordan THmes welcomes letters and eotriribadonsfriaa^ 
readers on any issue they wish to tackle. Letters inuadedP^ 
publication should contain the wfUer*sfuUnameendpr^^ 
ably address as weU. Names can be withhddtvtmn^^ 
only under special circumstances. Letters are subset loe^ 
ing and abridging. 
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Israeli roads are bulldozing paths of peace 


By David Sharrock 

IS arriving late in the West 
Qgpit. Tbe fields are freshly ploughed 
jQ ^ Stalk, uplands south of Hebron, 
■tie pbiwfeiy «d soil ready ro receive 
jis sefds tbe rains finally come, 
gut across tbe geometric furrows a 
yellow bulldozer is making 
ju larily. down the valley, accom- 
Mjjied by four slouching Israeli sol- 
It is poshing the earth in its path, 
ggaldsg way for one of the costliest 
jggds ip Irak if not the world. 

ibad to be built here is one of the 
less publicised products of the Wye 
y^pjeerbent, die reworking of previous 
^oiBDts bet^n Israel and the 
jijj f^'nians' that was finafiy signed by 
geoyanw ~ Net^yahu and Yasser 
'at President Clinton’s urging, 

lastioKidi. 

return for turning over 10 per cent 
the occupied West Bank — plus a 
paf<?h ot tbe barren Judaean desert 
ftjiicfa is to become a “nature reserve" 
_ Israel has saddled the Pales tinian 
with onerous security com- 

antBomts. 

Aitboogh the deal is progressing and 
(I)e first tranche of land has been 
tbe atmosphere between 
iljese two “peace paitners” becomes 
fv-er more rancorous. Ordinary Pales> 
tf niOTifi are wondering wh^ ±ey are 
leaQy getting out of a i»xx:ess which 
jxtmised peace but d^y seems to 
delivff only mme humiliation. 

Ihe first casualty of the Wye agree- 
fnwit yrss die ban on ‘^unilateral 
tH&aosT a euphemism dteamt up by 
; il deState Depamnent which means that 


Israel should halt all new settlement, 
while Arafat should stop telling the 
worid dial be will declare Palestinian 
statehood next May when the five-year 
Oslo interim accords expire. 

However, Ariel Sharon, Israel's vet- 
eran foreign minister, has urged set- 
tlers to grab West Bank hilltops and 
Arafat and his cabinet have, if any- 
thing, stepped up their statehood dec- 
larations. 

But it is the agreements that Arafat 
kept hidden from his people tiiat are 
really hurting Palestinians such as 73- 
year-old Mohammed Ahmed Sneiwab 
or 16-year-old Akif Jakhadmeb, who 
sullenly regards the big yeUow bull- 
dozer while keeping an eye on his herd 
of goats: agreements like the road that 
is to connect the small anti isolated 
Jewish settlements of Tene Amurim 
and Ashkelot, on the southern fringes 
of the West Bank close to the town of 
Dahariyeh. 

Just six kilometres long, the road is 
supposed to improve the security and 
well-being of the settlers, who number 
just 30 families at Ashkelot and per- 
haps a hundred at Tene Amurim, 
according to Israeli peace monitor 
groups. So if a settlement bypass road 
costs a million shekels a kilometre to 
construct, that’s six million (about £1 
million) spent on connecting around 
6(X) people living on two tiny hilltops. 

The road will certainly not benefit 
the Palestinian population, for what 
use is a road that connects two forti- 
fied, forbidden zones? It vrill certainly 
make life harder for Mohammed 
Ahmed Sneiwah. who is watching his 
pastures being cleft in two by the big 


The United States 
is footing the bill 
to the tune of 
some £700m... 

the State 
Department is so 
embarrassed by 
the extent of the 
project that it is 
obfuscating the 
issue 


yellow iHJlldozer. “That's my land that 
they are taking and I can't do a thing 
abt^t it," says the stooped old man, 
fiddling anxiously with bis keffiyeh 
headdf^s. “We take our food from this 
land, it has been in my family since the 
days of the Turks. We were all glad 
wten they sign^ this agreement, but 
when I see them taking our lands, our 
trees, I get very angry." 

It Ls a picture r^)eated all over the 
West Bai^ from Ramallah to Nablus. 
Jenin and Bethlehem. Thirteen new 
roads leading nowhere except from 
settlement to settlemeoL The United 
States is footing the bill to the tune of 


some £700m under the {xetext of guar- 
anteeing Israeli securi^/. although the 
State Department Is so embarrassed by 
the extent of the project that it is obfris* 
eating the is.sue. 

It is ail part of Netanyahu's desperate 
attempts to sweeten the pill for the set- 
tlers' leaders, although some observers 
say the settlers themselves wtMjld pre- 
fer to accept compensmion and leave 
now, instead of delaying the inevitable. 

Rateb Ai Asabar, mayor of 
Dahariyeh, may be a veteran of 
Arafat's Fateh movement, but he is 
appalled at what Us leader has done. 
*We were all very surprised, they only 
let us know a week ago. by which time 
they had already begun work on the 
road. Everyone in the village is affect- 
ed because they are all tied to the land. 

‘The Palestiruan Audiori^ should 
have consulted with us, but we heard 
nothing. And they call this ‘land for 
peace.' But without land what are we 
doing here? They are not giving us 
land and they are not giving as peace, 
they are Just taking more from us and 
calling it peace." 

Palestinian negotiaror Han an Asfour 
confirmed that at it was agreed 
that some bypass roads ccHild be built, 
but said he was surprised when he dis- 
covered there were to be 1 3. 

But it's all a bit late for Mohammed 
Ahmed Sneiwab. who can mily watch 
the slow work of tbe UiUdozer 
destroying his winter fields. “N«^x>dy 
came here to protest Arafat lives in 
Gaza but I do not know how 1 am 
going to live." 



— The Guardian Will there be anything left to build on? (AFP photo) 


Kicking the habit 
where it hurts 








Doctors plan ‘genetic 
twin’ for every child 


By Joseph B. Verrei^ 

Assaciaced Press 

are YOU willing to give up your sex 
SfeJbrdgar^tes?B}r years, scientists 
have been warning that smoldag can 
cmin'butBm impotence as well as fer- 
}xobJems in men. 

Now aoti-smoidng forces have 
rialtf Hn-ftiM finding as a pomnoally 
poffofid' new'wt^ to get pecple to 
kiiiflF6aSt: --- •* •• 

Tn-raBfinfnia, a S21 milli m cam- 
laimrheri ia June includes a 
GOunDercial showing a cigarette 
droqpoig limply. Tbe message: "Gga- 
lates; ^ Tbnik Ibey're Se;^' In 
ftie health roinisay ordered 
tbeiaddii’s tobacco mcmc^y to print 
a DEW wanting on cigarette packs: 
’Ggtrest: smddng causes sexual 
inpoteace.*’ In En gland, public health 
activists are lobbying for a si milar 
wanmg label. 

IbelnquteDce risk — and strategy 

— ae'atlEaCting media attentinn, mo. 

last Sonday, CBS's tdevisioo news 
tiiow “tiOhfrnutes" devoted a segment 
toibesutgect. 

Activists are boping tbe message 
v'iilgettiiroa^topec^le who weren't 
the genoations of wam- 
about riow-devd<^uag threats 


such as cancer, enijctiiysema and heart 
disease, which aht^edier kill 400,000 
smokers in die Uni^ States annually. 

“What a terrible problem fa* the 
man because he is so pl^sicalJy 
addicosd," said Elizabeth Whelan, 
direciar of the American Council on 
Science and Health, which opposes 
tobacco coaqxurues. Tt will be inter- 


als for '^agra were smokets. And, 
Pfizer found, 21 per cent of men with 
erectile dysfimetioo have imdeilying 
coniStions such as hi^ blood p:es- 
surc, heart disease and diabetes — all 
of wdiich can be caused or complicat- 
ed by smetidng. 

UroJogjsts say soxtidug can dU»- 
ish erecdoos by redudngblood flow in 


- esting -10 'see if this motivates men penis, just as it-can dog bkxxl^v^ 

e^peaaUyyoangmen — loctisas^- sels to tbe beait. - ^ ^ 

ate themselves from diat image In studies published -rince 

unpcKence.’’ Statistician Steven J. NUl’ between 39 per cent and 82 per 
Ipy, regulady contradicts what he the men suflfering frrnn vascular 
r^^ids as "junk sdmee" and fre- tence were smokers. 
quendy sides wid) die tobacco indus* Smoldng can reduce tertili^ in mev^ 
try. sa^ anti-smoking foroes are (tis- too. Choreal compounds in dg^^tce* 
totting a 1994 study by the Centres for smoke can change levels of hcxmone^lJ 
Disease Omtrol (CDC) and Preven- and enzymes diac aflect the oumbei^^ 
tion that condud^ that smokers are shape a^ mobility of spera — all 
twice as litely as non-smokers on be imponant lactois in cooo^on. 
im poipnf (Ilive Bares, directo' of die Londoo- 

\QUoy adjusted the CDC data to based Action on Smddng and Health, 

consider blood vessel disease, hor- said (be warnings about smoking and 

mone imbalances and other risk fac- impotence are shoddn^y effective 

tors. As a le^t, he said the link because dgareoes are so often associ- 

between smoldDg and impmence ated with ^ after-sex experience. 

hpranv* Statistically insignificant 'The advantage of tbe penis frtxn a 

The imporenoe-and-smoking mes- communications point ofview is that it 

gay has been boosted, in part by die is easy to imagine it shrivelled iqs and 
r unaw ay popularity of Viagra. shrunken," Baines srid, "whereas 

Pfizer Inc. report th^ three of four damage to other vital organs suefa as 

nren wlrepazdcipaiedmhsclinicdtri^ the is much less obvious." 


. 




Group attacks breast cancer prevention diet book 


By Daniel Q. Haney 

Associated Press 

A HEALTH watchdog organisation issued a 
^®ply worded critique Mori^y of a TV doctor’s 
best-sellhig diet book for preventing breast can- 
c^ . calling it bad science and a disservice to 

Xiomew’ 

Ihe- Anwrifan Council on Science and Health 
Amn t'ft book makes unfounded claims 
power of food to both cause and prevent 


^ -boede, “The Breast Cancer Prevention 
No. 1 on The New York Times list of 
bea-sdiing advice books on Sunday. 

**^'are trying to clarify the lack of good sci- 
ioifius bo(i" said Elizabeth M. Whale, the 
®]gti^ion's {xesident ,, 

tJPc ttimk dtis hmts women, absolutely. Ty 
p o st ed its 17-page analysis on its 
and as ked broadcasters that have pro- 
tiie book — ing1 \iriin g Amot’s employer' 
^^•■^ibr a fihanr*ff to rebut some of its claims. 


Amot responded by calling the report "voodoo 
consumerism, a sha^ an outright front fw the 
food and chemical industry.” Tbe orgarusarion 
said more than half of its funding comes from 
non-profit foundations, while food and cbemical 
companies provide Jess than 30 per cent 
In the book, Arnot wrote: “Nutrition is emeig- 
ing as tbe most important way to prevent breast 
cancer.” Among odier things, ±e book recom- 
mends women eat soy. fish oil and flax seed to 
prevent cancer. And it says they should mlhimise 
a variety of common foods, including potatoes, 
white bread, instant rice and parsnips. 

While the links between diet and cancer are a 
hoi subject of research, niMiy experts believe 
there are few definitive answers yet. They recom- 
mend fruits and vegetables along with avoiding 
obesity, but they genaally say no diet has been 
proven to prevent l»east cancer. 

Spokeswomen for the American Cancer Society 
and the Memorial-Sloan Kettering Cancer Centre 
in New York City said their organisations also 
have concerns about the book. 


A>ace Meehan, a spokeswoman for Memori^- 
Sloan Kettering, said riie called Amot a few 
weeks ago to tell him doctors there were uohaj^y 
with "inaccuracies and misstatements" regarding 
their work. She said Amot agreed to remove ref- 
erences to the hospital in the book's next e<frtimi. 

“I do not believe it would be the opiiutm of our 
staff that there is a diet that can prevent breast 
cancer," Meehan said. 

At die cancer society, spokeswoman Joann 
Schellenbacb said that while the book's advice on 
loring weight and exercise is sound, some of the 
nutritional material is highly speculative. 

“The title is probably the worst problem with 
the book," she said. “As far as we are concerned, 
there’s no body of scientific evidence to 
the idea there is a diet that will prevent breast can- 
cer." Amot said he firmly believes that women 
can reduce their risk of breast cancer by changing 
what they eat 

“Someone's got to get out in front and take a 
stand, and that's what I’ve done with this book," 
he said. 


By Steve Connor 

SCIENTISTS HAVE 
devised a way of providing 
every child with its own 
"body repair kit" by using 
cloning as a way of gener- 
ating unlimited supplies of 
human tissue for transplant 
surgery. 

They believe their plans 
to create the world's first 
human clones could revo- 
lutionise the ireaimeni of 
incurable diseases. 

Researcher.^ from Britain, 
who are working with 
American scientists, have 
informed government 
advisers of their plans, 
which envisage the day 
when every new-bom baby 
will have ius own supply of 
cloned cells frozen in a 
national tissue bank for 
transplant operations in 
later life. 

The team, which includes 
the scientists who cloned 
Dolly the sheep, is working 
on combining those tech- 
niques with research on 
embryonic cells which can 
develop into blood, bone, 
muscle and even brain 
cells. This would enable 
perfect tis^e matches 
without the risk of rejection 
which occurs with conven- 
tional transplants. 

They emphasise that their 
submission stops short of 
creating a cloned embryo 
which develops much 
beyond a week old. thereby 
circumventing ethical con- 
cerns about the creation of 
a cloned aduli. 

The proposals are never- 
theless likely to generate a 
wave of disapproval from 
groups that are concerned 
about the right-s of unborn 
children and other eihicists 
who believe that no form of 
human cloning should ever 
be allowed. 

The Roslin Institute in 
Edinburgh, where Dolly 
was created from the cell of 
an adult sheep, confirmed 
this weekend that it is in 
active nesoiiaiions with 


scientists who have pio- 
neered the use of embryon- 
ic cells for transplant oper- 
ations. 

“We are in confidential 
discussions with prospec- 
tive partners but are not yet 
ready to make a public 
announcement.” said Many 
Griffin, the Roslin Xnsti- 
mie’s assistant director of 
science. 

It is understood, however, 
that one of tbe potential 
partners is tbe team from 
the University of Wiscon- 
sin-Madison which last 
week announced that it bad 
identified the embryonic 
"stem cells" capable of 
developing into any one of 
the dozens of different tis- 
sues of the body. 

The advantage of com- 
bining the Dolly cloning 
technology' with the stem 
cell research is that unlim- 
ited supplies of tissue could 
be generated from the 
transplant patient who 
would not need to take 
drugs to prevent organ 
rejection. 

Ian WilmuL, who led the 
Dolly research at the 
Roslin. is also collaborat- 
ing with Austin Smith, 
director of the Centre for 
Genome Research at Edin- 
burgh University, who is 
the leading exponent of 
Britain's research effort 
into human embryonic 
stem cells. 

Dr. Smith said that he bos 
submitted an outline of the 
collaborative proposals to 
the Human FertilisatioD 
and Embryology Authority 
(HFEA), Britain’s statutory 
watchdog on embryo 
research which is in con- 
sultation on the future of 
human cloning. 

“it’s an area that (be 
Roslin Institute is very 
enthusiastic about and 
we'd like to work t^ether 
on this. We can't do it at the 
moment because in tbe 
U.K. it is iUegaJ. but this 
research may help to per- 
suade people of the poten- 


tial benefits,” Dr. Smith 
said. 

Generating embryonic 
clones by fusing the cell 
nucleus of a person with an 
unfertilised human egg 
which has had its own 
nucleus removed promises 
to allow scientists to 
extract embryonic stem 
cells that will be a perfect 
tissue march of the person 
in quescioo. Dr. Austin 
said. 

"You'll be able to take 
tissue samples from babies 
when they are boro and 
derive stem cells by 
nuclear transfer in order to 
freeze them down so that 
everybody will have their 
own embryonic stem 
cells," be saiil 

“That's not what we can 
do today, but at the 
research level that's what 
we're thinking. I think it 
would be possible in a cou- 
ple of years." 

In his submission to the 
HFEA, Dr. Smith calls for 
an extension of the regula- 
tions covering human 
embryo research so that 
“ifaer^reutic cloning" is 
pennitted. He still voices 
his opposition to “repro- 
ductive cloning" which 
would result in the a fully 
mature adult clone. 

"For isolation of embry- 
onic stem cells, embryos 
are only required to devel- 
op to the blastocyst stage, 
which falls w’ell within the 
14-day limit of current leg- 
islation," he says in the 
submission. 

A spokesman for the 
HFEA said that the sugges- 
tions of Dr. Smith and the 
Roslin scientists are being 
■ “actively considered” by 
the au±ority. 

"It’s on the agenda. We 
haven't received an appli- 
cation but clearly the con- 
cept has been made to us. 
We're discussing it in a 
general context" smd the 
spokesman. 

— The Sunday Times 


Study: New AIDS treatment flushes virus from a few patients 

^ ■ • 1 . - j __ j ij _^... «..« imji £ j 


V 1. AssodaudPms 
^®?ALRESEARCHERS say they have 

levds te a handful of 

^^^UMhay iWi and other researches at 
[dilute (^Alle^ and Infrcdous 

resdi^ inmune cells is hi^y 


fce #rfininnp mpeais to havc 

4e blood of three of dB 26 

2*5.18 46 sotty. Id dK of the three, thoc 
ja^^tOce (tf the virus in the lyffl{4 nodes, 


Fauci said it would take years of folkwHip 
rtiiHiftn 10 determine if the tre ^m e nt works. 
The process stiU could be derailed by^ 

^&cts.oribeabiIiO'of‘*KVirusiodevel- 

noaresistancetoibediei^- 

StDl rcsearchm said. It IS a protnismg step 
inthefcattleagaiastAlDS. 

Now- that powerful d^ (»iiibinations wede 
effectively in many padems to reduce die virus 
low 

to - final step is to find wi«rs 

copes of the virus can be fluriied 
fioffl its deepest hauflB so annviial drugs can 

was discussed Sunday 

to Diseases Society of AiDHica. 


Tr's conceivable diat we’D take these people 
off didr drugs and die disease will come roar- 
ing back a reservoir we didn't find,” 
Faud said in die M(uk% edition of USA 
Today. 

Anodief hurdle is whedier new cells can be 
inleciied by the vims as it is fiusbed out — in 
^1^ wbetbff the ^gzesave tieaimeiit nii^t 
inadvotoitly continue die digea^i cycle. 

would iiire ro get ro the poiiu of sterilis- 
ing imraunity,’’ said Roger Punerantz of 
Thomas Jefferson Umveiaiy in Philadelphia, 
who (fid not w(idt (XI the siw^. “But different 
patients reaa (fifbendy. 

“b some, you eradicaro the virus and 
m odieis, die vinis inay be activated and infect 
new cells,” Ptnnerantz said. 


“You mi^i not be able ro withdraw thera- 
py.” Fauci and his team onginaily announced 
their experimeDCal treatment \aA frebruary-. 

Tbe treatrteat targets CD4T cells, which 
fimetion as the immune system’s memof}' and 
are found thitwghout the b«siy. The}’ appear ro 
hang onio the blueprint of bacteria and viruses 
for as long as 10 years so die body will recog- 
nise the infecticn and mount a defense if it 
^pe^agaia 

In die case of AIDS, the genetic coding of 
tte vires takes long-term residence in the 
genes of die CD4T cells. This protects die 
virus foXD dregs when h droilaies in the 
blooifrtreaai 

When the body's imraiine system is activat- 
ed to fight an infection — or w-hen dreg thera- 


py slips — these ceils mm on and produce 
HIV again. 

In the study. 26 men were given a combma- 
ilon of three anti-HIV dregs in an AIDS '‘cock- 
tail ireatmenL' Fourteen also were given the 
powerful bnmune system stimulator Inter- 
leukin-2 

IL-2 is the synthetic veraon of a substance 
mmirally puduced by the immune system It 
alens several types of disease-fitting cells ro 
begin reprodu^g and fighting an invading 
infection. 

Researchers believed that the L-2 would 
activate dormant, infe^ CD4T ceQs. This 
would expose these reservoirs and die drug 
cockttil u'ould eradicate h. 

.Alter tbe treatment reseaichers said they 


could not grow live HIV horn more than 300 
millrog immune cells extractol fiom three 
men in die study. 

Later this year, the researchers said they 
would take the three men off of the dreg cock- 
tail dioapy to see if their viral loads increase 
a gain. 

The other 23 men in the study remained 
HIV-positive, researchers said. Faud said 
repeated treatments with lL-2 might be neces- 
sary. 

In other sudies announced at the meeting, 
viiolc^ists said HIV-infected immune cells 
were hiding in semerc inay hide in even 

more inaccessible sites in die b^, iwliiHino 
tbebj^amandtheredna. 





Qatar battens down the economic hatches 


DOHA (AFP) — Qatar is 
bracing itseif for some 
financially rocky years and 
is using the time to insdll 
some economic sense 
before the gas dollars roll 
in. diplomats and bankers 
haave said. 

Expectations that Qatar, 
which has the world's third 
largest gas reserves, would 
see immediate and massive 
growth have dimiriished as 
the Asian crisis tak^ its toll 
on the Gulf emirate's main 
export markets. 

The country has massive 
debts following an infra- 
struciuie boom in its oil, 
gas and petFocherrucaJ sec- 
tors. The money was lent at 
small margins in the expec- 
tation that returns would 
come fast. 

Qatar. OPEC’s smallest 
producer, has also been bit 
by plummetting oU prices 
and even the most opti-' 
mistic observers do not 
forsee a recovery of Qatar's 
gas markets in Asia much 
before 2002. 

Despite this delay. Doha 
appears to be quietly confi- 
dent. 


Although Qatar's emir, 
Sheikh Hamad Ibn Khalifa 
Al Thani, has called for 
“vigilance" in the face of 
the economic crisis in Asia, 
he said the country's '"eco- 
nomic and iinancial situa- 
tion is good.” 

Many feared the delay in 
fining new markets in 
Asia would place an 
unbearable strain on the 
country's budget, which 
some say will struggle to 
service existing debt 

“If you look at the naked 
debt figures it is wonying,” 
a banker familiar with 
Qatar's economy said. 

But this year's debt ser- 
vicing should be met by the 
partial sell-off of the 
nadonai telecoms company 
Q-Tel. and Doha-based 
diplomats say they expect 
further partial privadsadons 
next year. 

“One of the challenges (in 
these sell-offs) will b& liq- 
uidity. 

Some people are selling 
their existing holdings to 
buy (>Tel stock,” said 
Ghanem A I Hammadi, front 
office director of the Doha 


Securities Market (DSM). 

Although the country 
could probably limp along 
like this until Asia's lecov- 
ei% the government is tak- 
ing advaStage'of the down-;,- 
trim to rationalise both 
itself and its people. 

"It will allow a certain 
amount of reality to creep 
in to government and push 
through some of these pro- 
grammes and ween people 
off the welfare state,” one 
diplomat said. 

This fiscal year's budget 
took a 35 per cent cut 
Diplomats say a similar cut 
in coital expenditures has 
been ordered for the 1999- 
2000 fiscal year and a 10 
per cent cut in actual spend- 
ing for the same period 

Some have protested — 
the municipal afiairs minis- 
ter apparently offered to 
resign over the cutbacks — 
but few doubt that this 
year’s deficit will be lower 
than originally forecast 

“No one is fundamentally 
worried about Qatar’s fun- 
damentals — there are too 
many good points. They are 
in a more mature phase. 


they will consolidate,” a 
Doha-based financier said. 

These changes may be 
both to the advantage and 
disadvantage of the expatri- 
companies and workers 
who m^e up about ifbur- 
fiftbs of the population, 
diplomats said. 

“There are a lot of wor- 
ried building contractors, 
with few new projects and 
most of the ministries are 
now engaged more in 
appraisals and in-house 
design,” a Western diplo- 
mat said. 

Tenders are being issued 
but few of these are ever 
awarded. 

“They are hoping to delay 
making major decisions 
until the economy is in bet- 
ter shape” he said 

But there are also moves 
to alter the country's eco- 
nomic structure, including 
more liberal baokiag and 
finance regulations and 
more joint ventures with 
foreign partners holding a 
majority stake. 

Nationals will remain 
mostly untouched by the 
slowdown, but the govern- 


Iran to hike petrol 
prices amid cash crisis 


Delay in further British rate cuts 
could spark recession — OECD 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran is 
raising petrol prices for private 
vehicles to raise cash and limit 
soaring fuel consumption. 
President Mohammad Khata- 
mi said Sunday. 

The price bikes are pan of 
the austerity budget presented 
by Khatami to parliame nt on 
Sunday for the next fiscal year 
beginning in March. 

Iran, the world's second 
largest oil producer, is facing a 
severe cash crunch caused by 
plummeting prices of oil, 
whose exports generate SO per 
cent of its hard currency earn- 
ings. 

Khatami, speaking to the 
assembly before submiiting the 
budget ptx>posaL did not reveal 
the level of the price increases, 
but the announcement coth 
firms press nspoits that the 
government plans to consider- 
ably reduce pehol subsidies. 

The reports said consumers 
can buy up to 45 litres of petrol 
per month at 200 rivals (eight 


cents) a line, said to be the 
cheaj^t price in the world, but 
drat diey will need to pay 750 
riyals (25 cents) for aridirional 
purchases. 

Khatami said the increases 
will not afiea public transport, 
taxis and ckmiestic heating 
fiieL in a bid to mmimise die 
inflationacy effect of the mea- 
sures. 

The move is also designed to 
discourage private vehicle use 
and ease pollution, eqiedally 
in Tehran. 

Khatami said the price 
increases were needed to ease 
fuel consunqxion, vrincb he 
said has multiplied five fold in 
the past 20 years. 

Ir^ is forced to inipoft an 
annual S300 million worth of 
oil products to meet domestic 
danand. 

Iran's government has paid 
vast subsidies on a number of 
basic goods including fuel over 
the past 20 years m help the 
country's poor. 


PARIS (AFP) — The chief 
risk facing the British econo- 
my is over-estimation of 
wage pressures, leading to a 
delay in fiiite interest rate 
cuts that would raise the like- 
lihood of a recession, the 
OECD has said. 

“The chalieDge &cing poli- 
. ^ hffi shi^ from otdie&' 
tratii^ aiitede^ slowdown in 
growdi, towards avoiding 
unnecessarily low growth,” 
the Oigani^tioa fv Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and 
Develcpment (OECD) said 
in its twice-yeariy Ecxmoimc 
Outlook iqpoit 

“The main domestic risk is 
a potential overestimation of 
near-term labour maiket 
tightness and corresponding 
wage pressures, wbi^ could 
del^ further reductions in 
die rqxmrbase rate, with a 
hitler likelihood of recession 


later on,” die report added. 

The OECD revised sharply 
downwards its forecast fcff 
British economic ^wth 
next year to 0.8 per cent fiom 
1.8 per cent forecast in June, 
recovering to 1.5 per cent in 
2(XX) after growth of 2.7 per 
cent tiiis year. 

"The fiirtiiex slowdown is 
due to (footiaued weak exter- 
nal demand, following the 
significant decoration in 
U.K. competitiveness since 
1996 and falling import 
demand in «nerging 
economies” due to the finan- 
cial crisis, the i)^iT said. 

Domestic consurnption and 
investment, w]^<^ had 
remained high until die 
beginiimg of dus year; are 
e:q)ectBd to suffer in 1999 
fiC the effects of lower 
conqrany profits, weakening 
confidence and die “tight 


overall stance of policy.” 

The slowdown will send 
uneoqdc^meat higher, to 7.4 
per can next year and 8.0 per 
cent in 2(XX) from 6.5 per 
cent in 1998. die OECD 
but wage pressures in the pri- 
vate sectex* should ease, 

b ringing inflarinn in lina wjdl • 

the fflnfeai ni enf's enget of' 
2.5percenL 

But the introduction of a 
minimi wn wage at die begin- 
ning of 1999 and calls for 
higher salaries in the pubUc 
sector could cause more 
inflationary pressure, the 
report said. 

Britain raised interest rates 
several times fixim mid.-1997 
to prevent die economy over- 
heating, but rates have since 
fallen as die effects of die 
Asian crisis began to bhe. 


Canada mulls aid for crisis-hit farms 
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WINNIPEG (R) — Canadian Agriculture Min- 
ister Lyle ^fellc]ief has asked his f^ow cabinet 
ministers to ^ipiove emergency funds to ease 
the increasin^y desperate pli^t of ^ coun- 
try's fanners. 

\^ncliefs request to cabinet comes after 
months of lobt^ng by farm gioiqis, which 
expresses feats of dieter fix' die imkistry. 

Statistics Canada, the federal statistical 
agency, released figures that showed a slrarp 
drop in farm prices. Third-quarter farm cash 
receipts were down by 5.5 per cent from die 
yetir-earlier pmod, and income from the sale of 
all wheat varieties had tumbled 22 per ceriL 


Canada is die worid’s second-biggest wheat 
exporter. 

‘Tlie largest decline occurred in receipts for 
crops, which have been particularly afiected by 
oversupply on world markets,” the federal 
agency said. 

(Tanada has been hit hard by a plun^ in glob- 
al commodity prices ^xured by the econo mic 
crises in Asia and Russia. 

According to reports in ranariian newspa- 
pers, die agriculture minister will request a 
package of two billion (lanartian doUara over 
two to three years. 


THE Dsily Orossword EdttBdbyWfayneRobertWiBiains 


Peanuts 


Jordan Umes, Monday, 


raent may take the opportu- 
nity of the economic down- 
turn to instill some sound 
economic principles into 
their people, diplomats 
said. 

Fuel prices were raised 
earlier this year, albeit by a 
minute amount, but it was 
the principle of paying 
more for services r^er 
than the actual extra rev- 
enue that will be raised that 
was sigr^cant, they s^ 

“The increase was tiny 
but very significant, espe- 
cially in a region where 
petrol is practically finee,” a 
Wfestem dplomat said. 

There are also sugges- 
tions that small charges 
might be levied for electric- 
ity and water and health 
ins urance for expatriates, 
who have until now 
received free health care, is 
also being mooted. 

“What will slow in the 
short tenn in Qatar is the 
internal maiket both in 
terms of construction and 
consumption, but in the 
long-term, the prosperi^ of 
Qatar is assured” the West- 
ern diplomat said. 





Showtime Breaks the Pay Television Price Barrier In Jor0i^, 

— The Very Best in Western TVEntertaittmetttJbrlessthanJD2perday^ . l . 


SHOWTIME, the fastest growing satellite 
television network in the Middle East, has 
broken tbe price barrier by introducing a 
hardware leasing scheme ^ac means sub- 
scribers can now watch tbe best in West- 
ern TV eatertainmeat for less than JD2 
per day. 

Commenting on the launch of tiie leas- 
ing scheme in Jordan. Samer Karaman, 
Showtime's Regional Sales Director, said: 
"This deal represents tremendous value 
for money and has already enjoyed a very 
successful response in o±er Middle East 
countries. Showtime is confident that 


viewers in Jordan who want to watdt W 
latest Hollywood movies, drama& codn 
dies and English Premier League fpdttd 
will want to take up this offer." { 
For a little as JD39 per tnooi fa-:^ 
scribers can now lease tike 
satellite decoder and receive {he.i&in 
bouquet which includes Tbe Movie 
nel and a choice of any two adifitipoil| 
channels from the 11 on the Sfao^^l 
network. Alternatively, leasing isob-; 
scribers can receive the comply H| 
channel line up for just 00 a^ti^l 

JOlO per month. -v i 


THE BETTER HALF. 


ACROSS 

1 Sicilian volcano 

5 Music rights 
grp. 

10 Open-mouthed 
stare 

14 Word with pork 
or lamb 

15 Sculptor Henry 

16 Unctuous 

17 Dive for cover 

19 Smell 

20 Individual 

21 Actor Bates 

22 Enter by force 

24 Rara_ 

25 Macbeth's 


26 Flowering bush 
29 Happier 
33 Barbie and 


34 Pigeon calls 

35 Crimson Tide, 
to tans 

36 Shootout signal 

37 Seaside 

38 Leave out 

39 Ms. Bombeck 

40 Empty space 

41 Weasel's kin 

42 Barnyard 
strutters 

44 Prize monies 

45 Enlarge one's 
staff 

46 NoUeman 

47 '1984* author 

50 Glut 

51 Retirement grp. 

54 Sudden attack 

55 Bankrupt 



By Glasbeiyn 


By Frances Burton 
SummarvUla, GA 

6 SoK drinks 

7 'Fargo' director 

8 Rainbow shape 

9 Breed of 
lapdog 

lOC^tO 

extremes 

1 1 Verdi opera 

12 Trudge 

13 *Jane_* 

1 8 Fortunate ones 
23 Bom In 
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SBDdtSQ ffiSQQQ 

ciasQnH 
SQEIQCI □□□□ □□□□ 
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BQBSD DDCHDDQ 
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BSEiBD DQEIQ SDCID 
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icnm Tism tMh smBi^ tac. 

AlngteiMdotl 



*rve been with Todd for six months 
and our love is getting deeper 
and deeper...like the Titanic.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD 

by Hsnri ArnoM and ftM* A9!^ 

Nw^Mme^****** I 


kirrscramble these lour Jumbfes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 

MOBUX I 




jHEC.lSTFORMOND.AY,. 

ft hni/dC'. BUh'k. Tribune 

lHES;iMarih 21 to April 19) 
ioverife weekend, hut now j 
amtTiui nii:h[ he niithing r 
jjihinfi. It V'li lo\e >»;'ur wc 
aienibuM.i?m *. and maki 
asnoiihew:;. u i' in ;.»'urlifo 
ifwdi'n 

UTllS: i.lpn! I''' lo May 20 
aline beiv> fen ;.pu and whai 
iicai'i jU'i pu*fi tirough this 
4Bf>insin*pireJ -IcruaJIy. the 
Bcupttiih -I, line Mirt of insprr 
a'i l^'king 

2 1 [0 June 21 j 
paiK-espcciJK t'rom .someoi 
iDwiiworr,. Tms is like a 
stsumuch lun.. \i‘‘u forset lo 
un 3pp.^nmicnL for i 
aMncbrd\;.ou-d rather not.* 
AHTR; .June :: juiy 2. 

^bui don't tu>s. Conditic 
uuoKi "iher pe»:>ple i 
trtnends have b-en just wai 
i> bigser 
^ ha>'ie when vch 

^'yj^cvcnalmieiooioud. 

^ '-''■'nfined setri' 

trouble bul be ci 
^ M.imething you 

uli? h." ■ ’ c 

place eann 

spei 

V'^^ndr could w 

• ^ “P about it 

fh. .^^*'ember22 
and good 1 

eb,r W worn- 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


44 Irish 
moonshine 

46 Actress 
Christine 

47 Galena and 
cuprite 

48 Quickness 
contest 

49 Cable 


50 Getz or 
Kenton 

51 Give the once- 
over 

52 Sketch 

53 Cor^ming 

56 Gun-owners’ 
kfoby:abbr, 

57 Oriental sash 
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CONNAY 


YURNUL 
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g^Usiness & Finance 


Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


/izar defends government intervention to 
stimuiate economy, avoid or end recession 


Jordan Times, Monday, November 30, 1998 




French firm builds most up-to-date 
Mideast oil refinery in Egypt 


**ifASEFAZAK generaJ manager of 
-^ Joidao National Bank said in a 
lucent lecture tiiar njodem countries 
cx^se many forms of intervention in 
eccHKHTUC activity up to a certain level 
^ woidd protect their economies and 
Qti^£. -**Copseguently, I see no reason 
why the Jordaniaa public sector cannot 
^ier- the productive investment arena 
jgid act as a stimulant for investment in 
ibe i^tional Konomy if the situation 
waraots ' or . if such an intervention 
would ^Ip get rid of recession." he 
emphasised. 

^ lecturer said that if money can- 
not be secured for the public sector 
^ general budget the govern- 
gy-nf can generate fimds for tms pur- 
pose from selling some of its equity in 
jocdanian companies. Azar indicated 
economic development means 
uiciearing domestic or national income 
gi^ that cannot be achieved except 
tfaiphgh higher production. "Some may 
from higher productivity and 
from improving the . utilisation of 
invested resources but the majority 
cao^t be accomplished except 
ttubugh adding new investments that 
ibould be put in productive commodi- 
ty or services sectors and in basic facil- 
ities,'’ be stressed. 

hi^blighted national savings as 
the most important source of funding 
die investments because it is the only 
ope that in general, would not result in 
any negative consequences to the 
phonal economy. He noted that 
fioao^g investments through borrow- 
ipgfiom outside would be a heavy bur- 
den on the national economy if it 
exceeds a certain level in terms of ser- 


vicing the foreign debt and repaying it. 

The senior banker stressed that 
investments in projects of high produc- 
tivity would result, in addition to high- 
er income, in creating new job oppor- 
tunities that would ease unemployment 
and absoib newcomers to the labour 
market. It would result also in bringing 
up the living standard of the people 
"especially if a tax structure is intro- 
duced to help redistribute the income." 

He said that a continued enlaigement 
of the government would lead to high- 
. er taxes and to absorbing much of the 
financiai surpluses which the private 
sector could use in the area of invest- 
ment. Moreover, he added, taking the 
slate revenue to finance the regular and 
normal government functions would 
prevent die tools of the financiai and 
tax policies from being used as one of 
the development tools. 

The government’s recurrent spend- 
ing, Azar pointed out, keeps the state's 
general budget away from the econom- 
ic activity and transforms the tax poli- 
cy to only a collection process that 
would not be easy to use for develop- 
ment requirements. 

Azar concluded by emphasising that 
^ving greater attention to exports 
should not mean in any way neglecting 
or easing the focus on producing the 
requirements of the local market. 
"Experiences of many nations teach us 
that the best solution for a country is 
that which depends on both the local 
maiket and export markets." he indi- 
cated stressing that depending on any 
of them alone would expose the nation- 
al economy to may risks (A1 Chistourj. 


ALEXANDRIA, Egypt 
(AFP) — The French firm 
Teciinip is building an 
ultra-sophisticuied oil 
refinery worth more than a 
billion dollars in northern 
Egypt, with Egyptian and 
Israeli private investors 
partially footing the bill. 

The Middle East Oil 
Refinery (MIDOR) is 
expected to be the most 
modem of its kind in the 
Middle East and will com- 
pete with southern Euro- 
pean refineries to sell its 
products in the Mediter- 
ranean basin, officials said. 

Construction work in the 
Amreya industrial zone on 
the eastern fringes of 
Alexandria began in July 
1997, less than a year after 
(2airo hosted the Novem- 
ber 1996 Middle East and 
North Africa Economic 


forum (MENA). 

The refinery will be able 
to process five inillion 
tonnes of oil annually, and 
is expected to go into busi- 
ness in 2001 with the most 
up-to-date environmental 
protection technology, 
officials said. 

Unlike other refineries in 
the region which focus on 
the production of fuel oil. 
MIDOR will produce 
essentially low-levei sulfur 
products such as kerosene, 
naphta and coke. 

Some of these products 
will be sold domestically 
but some will also be 
exported to markets across 
the Mediterranean. 

A consortium grouping 
Technip France and its 
subsidiaries Technip Italy 
and Technip International 
signed a contract with 


MIDOR to provide civil 
engineering expertise, con- 
struction and equipment, 
while another deal was 
sealed with the Middle 
East Oil Tankage and 
Pipelines Co. tMlDTAP) 
for storage and general ser- 
vices. 

When the MIDOR pro- 
ject first emerged the refin- 
ery was dubbed "the peace 
refiaery" because it was 
expected to bolster Egypt- 
ian-lsraeli economic rela- 
tions, on the fringes of the 
Middle East peace process. 

Initially, Israeli and 
Egyptian private-sector 
firms were each to coniroi 
40 per cent of the capital, 
with the rest held by ihe 
public sector Egyptian 
Petroleum Corporation. 

But after the assassina- 
tion of Israeli prime minis- 


ter Yitzhak Rabin by a 
Jewish extrernist opposed 
to Arab-Uraeli peace talks, 
and subs^uent political 
changes in Israel, the 
Israeli share was halved. 

The Israeli firm Merhav 
now has a 20 per cent 
stake, while ihe Egyptian 
private group Salem holds 
a similar share, and the rest 
is controlled by banks and 
public sector firms. 

'The problem is more 
emotional than political," 
said Egyptian Oil Minister 
Hamdi A\ Banbi. playing 


down the decreased Israeli 
parcicipatioQ. 

•■Private funds can only 
be attracted where there is 
a climate of trust As far as 
we are concerned, we are 
ready to export any excess 
products, even to Israel," 
Banbi said. 

Egypt is the 17th produc- 
er of' oil worldwide and has 
2.9 billion barrels of 
proven oil reserves and 36 
trillion cubic feet in gas 
reserves, Banbi said in 
press statements in Octo- 
ber. 
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Exxon and Mobil 
confirm merger talks 


NEW YORK (AFPJ — U.S. 
oil companies Exxon and 
Mobil have confirmed they 
were negotiating a merger to 
create an industrial behemoth 
that would dominate the oil 
sector. 

In a joint statement the oil 
giants said discussions were 





^^'linda C. Black, tribune Media Services, Inc. 

ASSES: (March 21 to April 19) You were mnning pretty 
wild over die weekend, but now you have financial consid- 
oations. That might be nothing more than having to woik 
living. If you love your work, this is not a problem. 
Iburiuiihuriasra shows, and makes eveiything look easy. If 
Aat's not the way it is in your life, maybe it's time to put in 
tbccooEctioa. 

TAURUS:, (April 20 to May 20) Someone in auibori^ is 
sbrnding b^een you and what you want to accomplish. 
Yoq can't just push through diis barrier. You'll have to do 
sometbihg inspired. Actually, the other person hc^s you'll 
cone up with some son of inspiration to generate the idea 
^'s luldog. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Watch for surprises this 
monmig, especially from someone you thought you knew 
wdL Don't worry. This is like a game. In fact, you could 
have so much fi^ you forget to do something importanL 
-Doa't miss an af^intmenL for example, just becau se it's 
^ somebody you'd rather not see. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22j You may feel a little 
haitssed. but don't fuss. Cbnditions will ease considerably 
Jl^.you involve other people in your project. Some of 
yourfiieiids have been just waiting for you to ask. The 
ch^coming up today is bigger than you can do by your- 
sfif -Why have a hassle when you could have a party? 
L£^ (July 23 to August 22) You're enthusia.<tic. outgoing 
ml maybe even a li^e too loud. That could cause a pro1> 
if you’re in a confined setting. Looks like communi- 
cations is diffimir for man y people right now. You’re not 
as much trouble, but be careful anyway. You might 
^ctadentally say something you thdn't mean, and later 

WiGOi (August 23 to Sepiember 22) There's some con- 
fiisiOD at your house. Expect the unexpected. If it seems 
^ a fiiend has done or said something you just can’t fig- 
ire out, give it some thoughL Maybe you misun^rsfood. 
Even one word out of place can make a world of difference, 
ike’t jump to conclusions. Ask for clarificanon instead. 
UBIU: (Somber 23 to October 23) You've been fcel- 
^'fahibmetious lately, and that’s good. Be careful with 
yoiir nkaxy, howeven Your spending tends to get a little 
when you’re in this kind of mood, so make sure >'ou 
My witlnn bod^L You do have a budget, don t you? If you 
should be what you do tonight, before you go 

(October 24 to November 21) If there's any- 
4tag '^xxit your money you don’t want evetyb^y 
iTiflifp sure it’s kept coDfidenti&k A rumour is likely to 
Set mt ^yway. but this could w'ork to your advantage. If 
y^’ve been doing more than, you should for the 
ytsu’ie msl^g sp^ up about it now. It could pay off well 
ftS* you,' ■ 

SA61TIAMUS:(November22toDecember2n You re 
flBtt teinTTtOj charming and good natured. but make sure tte 
gets done and you have the facts someb^y else 
^edi it’s up to you to provide this, so you don’t shira your 
That’s aB you have to worry about. Otherwise, it looKS 
flte. netty clear Milinp. 

! ^sS^CORN; (December 22 to January 19) Whip yo\a 
"Saceiiito' shape so you can enienaiD- possibly lonig 
win be better for romance toi they've bwn ^ 
you’d raflier spend the evening alone, condioons 
great for waUowing in luxury. Treat 
you Sway'S enjoy, like a favounte raeak 

AW^^^ianuaiy 20 to Febtuaiy 18 ^) ConMue “ 
infpnnadoD this morning. You 
■hasi^. Yi^ usuaUv rhink things out so carefully, y 
Sforcantbrow you into a tizzy. Don't be like this 
■;flswseetrcK$ wjS be everywhere. Just look at 

to ^ in. so by lomcffTOW, you’ll have things jwe 

if it looks 


Japanese trading houses say 
profits tumbled in first half 


TOKYO ( AFP) — Js^’s top 
trading houses said this week 
that their profits tumbled in the 
six months to September as 
stock losses and fafliog sales 
slashed earnings. 

MtzsubishI Cotp.. the largest 
trader and one of the wo^'s 
biggest companies. lode a 
heavy profit &U and rivals 
Suimtomo (2cop., Marubeni 
Cotp. and Nisste Iwai Cbrp. 
{dunged into die red lor ^ 
1:^ 

Mitsutdsfai said group jxe-tax 
profit in the half sldd^ 44.7 
per c^t to 39.0 billioo yen 
($287 milficc) as die Asian 
economic critis cut demand. 

•'Exports of metals and 
impcMis of fuels fell while trad- 
ing of metals declined in over- 
seas markets," the firm said. 

Heavy unrealised losses on 
the firm's stock holdings ate 
into profits as Toltyo's f^ei 
stock average lurched to near 
13-year lows. 

Mitsubishi has an exrensive 
share portfblia with important 
stakes in its major J^tanese 
business allies. 

Group sales fell 10.9 per cent 
10 7XM6.4 billion yen, with net 
profit down 56.4 per cent at 
20.0 billiOT yen. 

“As for domestic trading 
declines were seen in metaL 


nesses." Mitsubishi said 

For the hill year to next 
March the cempany said it 
would take a group net profit of 
34 billion yen, off38.8 percent, 
with sales at 142100 biUion yen. 
down 8.8 per cent. 

Sumitomo (2orp.. another 
nadpf >ri,lb a 

of business.ailies, took a' hravy 
SS.6.l^oq yen.,grt^ oet.los^ 
suainst a 17.6 billion yen net 
profit last year. 

Again unrealised losses on 
die film's shares hit profits and 
it took heavy legal costs over 
illegal deals by a rogue copper 
trader. 

Sumitomo said in 1996 it suf- 
fered losses of S2.6 billion in 
unauthorised off-the-book 
deals by copper trader Vasuo 
Hamanaka, uho was Jailed ear- 
lier this year. 

Sumitomo said pre-tax profit 
was 33.8 billion yen. up 23.4 
per cent thanks to sales of secu- 
rities. But sales dipped 7.7 per 
cent to 5.748.5 billion yen. 

•The metal business was hit 
by lower demand fex steel in 
the domestic maiket and falls in 
copper prices," Sumitomo said. 

I^ the fill] year to oe.vt 
A^ich. Sumitomo said ir 
would crawl back into the 
Mack, with a 16 t^on yen net 
profit and sales of 1 1,^ bQ- 


under way, leading to “a pos- 
sible combination transac- 
tion." 

But they cautioned that: 
"No definitive agreement has 
been reached. We cannot give 
any assurance that an agree- 
ment will be reached.” 

Several types of combina- 
tion are possible, but analysts, 
citing market speculation, say 
the most likely scenario is a 
i^eover of Mobil by Exxon. 

Exxon is the world’s 
biggest energy group and a 
takeover of Mobil the second 
largest U.S. oil group, would 
be the largest industrial merg- 
er to date. 

It would also create the 
biggest oil com|)any in the 
worid — ahead of anglo- 
Duich group Royal Dutch 
Shell,— wilib a market capi- 
taU^oh of ' S238 bUlicn, 
almpsi double the v^ue of 
Royal Diiich Shell ($i01 bil- 
lion). 

The move appears to be a 
fiinction of the continuing 
consolidation of the sector. 
The British company. British 
Petroleum, and its American 
partner, Amoco, have just 
finalised their merger, 
announced this summer, 
making them the industry's 
thiid-ranking group. 

Meanwhile, the French 
company Elf-Aquitane is 
repeatedly interested in 
acquiring Belgium's Petrofi- 
na. 

The trend is being fuelled 
by falling oil {xices as oil 
companies seek economies of 
scale in order to cut costs and 
improve maigi^. 

Mces have hit a record low 
in recent weeks, and were 
further undemuned by the 
i^ure of OPEC to agree 
measures to stem the decline. 


leum Exporting (Countries 
(OPEC) finished a key meet- 
ing on Thursday without 
being able to agree on new 
production cuts, or even on 
e.xtending current production 
cuts in Older to prop up 
prices. 

Analysts pieiBct that only 
U.S. military intervention 
against Iraq, a boost to flag- 
ging wcxid economic growth 
or an unexpectedly cold win- 
ter in the northern hemi- 
sphere would provoke a rise 
in prices. 

The effect is begjiming to 
show on oil companies' bal- 
ance sheets. Exxon's profits 
for the fim oine months of 
this year fell almost a third to 
$4.9 billioD. 

The global crisis also 
slashed Mobil's profits by 28 
per ^nt, down to $ 1 .8 bDlidrt: 

Sut 'evra if the i^ahts 
agree the terms of ai tak^er, 
they would still have to win 
die approval of regulatory 
authorities both in the United 
Stales and Europe. 

honically a merger would 
recreate the Standi Oil of 
the famous milliouaire, John 
Rockefeller. 

The company was forced to 
spin off its operations into 
two separate companies by 
U.S. anti-trust authorities in 
1911. 

One became Standard Oil, 
later Exxon, based in New 
Jersey, while the other 
became Standard Oil of New 
Yoilc, later Mobil. 

Exxon, based in Irving. 
Texas, posted net income of 
S8.4 billjon on revenues of 
S137 biUion in 1997. 

Mobil, which has its bead- 
quarters in Faufax, Virginia, 
posted net income of $3.2 bil- 
lion 00 revenues of $66 bil- 
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JEWELLER 

CAPTURING THE SPIRIT 

nc TUC APE 

Ur inC HUE Shops -Amman 


:/yu uuu I uavc CilUUUl — ST in 

your skiii.s, and ibat'll lead to ^ ^ ^ 

A problem this afternoon looms a^ and 

..don’r wony. Even brick walls can be cl^bed. and 

toeholds, if you know bow lo find them. 

Stone c^Novefliber: Tt^paz s Eye 


Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920805/5920609/> 079530007 

Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com,jo 


24-hour taxi service 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 

anytime anywhere in our 

LONDON TAXIS 

BIUNGUAL SPEAkInG DRIVERS 
air CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 | 

079-77390^271 anytime 


PrafBssionaf quaBtsf bt 
Thowservfce 
Develop your -cotow film 
at our 8hi^ and get: 

* JUMBO photo sM 9 
30% larger. 

* free enlargement 
20x30em, 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindiaya Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 




Quality Serviced Suites 


★One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped KHdienetles 4r Daily & 
Long Stay *Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 -Fax: 5674*^51 

e-maiJ : oymlO gtheoBUjo 
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RENT 

Deluxe Villas 

and Apartments 




ADVERTISE 
ON CALL 
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5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 
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Hotel 


5667171 EXT. 223 


^56^11- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.; 5510001 
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Meetings and Conferences 

Your success is our success 
Call our dedicated Conference Organizer . 
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Italy beats Yugoslavia 
for 3rd straight worid titie 


TOKYO (AP) — Italy 
became the first men's 
tpam ever to win a third 
straight world title Sunday, 
defeating Yugoslavia 15- 
12. 15-5. 15-10 in the 
World Volleyball 

Championships final. 

In another final-round 
match. Cuba beat Brazil 
12-15, 15-6, 15-11, 15-12 
for the bronze medal in the 
24-team men's competi- 
tion that started Nov. 13. 

In the 16-team women's 
contest held Nov. 3-12, 
Olympic champion Cuba 
also defended its world 
title. China placed second, 
followed by Russia and 
fourth-place Brazil. 

Italy's conquest in men's 
volleyball began in 1990 
when it overpowered Cuba 
for its first world champi- 
onship in Rio de Janeiro. It 
retained the utle in 1994 in 
Greece. 

But after numerous tro- 
phies, Italy lost the gold- 
medal match to the 
Netherlands at the 1996 
Olympics. 

On Sunday, the Italians 
led throughout, except for 
a brief 2-1 deficit in the 
second set. before a capac- 
ity crowd of 12,000 at 
Tokyo's Yoyogi Stadium. 

The first set saw the 
score tied four times, at 51 
6, 9 and 12. Andrea Gianl, 
Andrea Gardini and Marco 
Brachi led the Italians edg- 
ing their opponents in 
attacking, retrieving the 
ball, serving and blocking. 

The victory was revenge 
for Italy's three straight 
losses to the Yugoslavian 
squad since June last year. 
The first defeat was in a 



Italian volleyball players celebrate their victory-point against Yugoslavia in the final 
match of the men's World Volleyball Champion^ps in Tokyo. Italy beat Yugt»lavia 
3-0(15-12,15-6.15-10) (AFP photo) 

World League match and 
then in the European 
Championships six weeks 
later. The Italians also lost 


their quarterfinal round- 
robin match against 
Yugoslavia last week. 

The only time 
Yugoslavia mounted a real 
challenge came when the 
match was nearly over. It 
saved seven match points 
as it battled to stay in the 
game. At one point, an 


excited Italian fan even ran 
onto the court believing 
his t eam had won. 

Team captain Gardini 


bad to point and show the 
man the giant scoreboard 
which still read Italy 14. 
Yugoslavia 10. 

The victory was a happy 
farewell for Bebeto, who 
has announced this is his 
last game in charge of the 
national team. 

Gardini was the most 


experienced player. He 
was a member of the start- 
ing six during all three 
World Championships that 
Italy won. 

“Fmally the tournament 
is over." Bebeto said when 
Samuele Papi tipped in the 
championship point 

Yugoslavian coach Zoran 
Gajic agreed Italy 
deserved the gold medal. 
“The Italians sure were 
superior in speed and 
power," he said. 


El 

Condor 

Pasa 

wins 

Japan 

Cup 


TOKYO fAFP) — B 
Condor Pasa led a Japanese 
1-2-3 finish to beat a strong 
international field in the S3.2 
million Japan Cup horse race 
on Sunday. 

Japanese jockey 

Masayoshi Ebina guided the 
three-year-old colt to victory 
after teing third on the home 
stretdi of the Z400-metre 
Tokyo Race Course to win in 
two minutes 25.9 seconds. 

Air Groove, with Norihiro 
Yokoyama in the saddle, 
came in second two and a 
half lengths behind, fol- 
low^ by Yu^o Okabe's 
mount Special Week half a 
length further bade. 

Silent Hunter fiom Japan 
led fm* most of tbe 15-horse 
race before El Condor Pasa 
took control in the final two 
furlongs. 

*T have to take my hat off 
to £I Condor. He is really a 
strong horse," said ajubilant 
Ebina, whose win was worth 
132 million yen ($1.1 mil- 
lion). 

C^f Bearhard fiom 
Canada, ridden by Jose 
Santos, was the leatfing for- 
eign horse two lengths 
behind Special Week fol- 
lowed by Cash Asmussen 
mount Maxzeoe fiom the 
United States. 


Goetschl flashes to 2nd straight downhill victory 


LAKE LOUISE (AFP) — Austrian 
speedster Renate Goetschle 
shrugged off two fog delays to win 
her second women's alpine World 
Cup downhill in as many days. 

Goetschl led the Austrian charge 
for the second-straight day, blazing 
down the Lake Louise course in a 
time of one minute. 35.36 seconds. 

Austria had four skiers in the top 
six Saturday and three in the top six 
on Friday. 

For the second day in a row. 
Italy's Isolde Kostner had to settle 
for second. She was 56-hundredtbs 
of a second behind Goetschl. 
Regina Haeusl of Germany, who 
skied a strong race Friday but 


couldn't crack the t<w five, was 
third in a time of 1:35.95. 

Goetschl's two downhill victories 
at Lake Louise in consecutive days 
matched the performance last year 
of German star Katja Seizinger. 
who missed this year's Lake Louise 
stop with an injury. 

Asked about Seizinger 's absence. 
Goetschl said: “It is sad she is not 
here, but it makes it more interest- 
ing. It is good that others are getting 
a chance to show what they can do." 

Goetschl said the Austrians 
trained well over the summer and it 
showed in their results here. 

Kostner is off to the fastest start of 
her alpine career. Her two second- 


place finishes follow two fiurd- 
places here last year. i 

“It is my best start to the season,'* 
Kostner said. “Last year I had two 
thirds and this year I have two sec- 
onds." 

Next year, she said, she'll try to 
keep improving. 

Germany's Haeusl said she could 
have also reached tbe podium on 
Friday but for a mistake in the mid- 
dle of the course where she lost her 
edge and almost fell. 

“It was a big mistake," she said. “I 
expected too much of myself aft«' 
the training runs. Today I just tried 
to relax." 

The race was delayed twice due to 


h»vy fog. especially on the top half 
of course. Once the fog lilted, 
the race was run under sunny skies. 

Tinws on Saturday were faster as 
the soft snow disappeared and the 
2,601 metre course with a vertical 
drop of 687 metres became more 
hard p^ked. 

More than 60 centimetres of snow 
fell on the course Wednesday and 
Thursday fencing tbe cancellation of 
Thursday's third training run. 

Another five centimetres foil 
overnight as temperatures remained 
unseasonably warm in the Canadian 
Rockies, 

A super-giant slalom was sched- 
uled for Sunday. 


Stangassinger continues 
Austrian dominance 


ASPEN (AFP) — Thomas 
Stangassinger survived an icy 
course and the second-run 
heroics of Sebastien Amiez to 
capture a men's slalom here 
Saturday, and continue 
Austria's dominance in the 
alpine World Cup. 

Stangassinger. the 1994 
Olympic slalom gold medal- 
list in Lillehamo^, claimed 
his ninth career World Cup 
victory in his prefoned disci- 
pline with a total time of Imin 
27.32sec. 

But not before France's 
Amiez roared back from 22nd 
place — 1.47 seconds behind 
fust-leg leader Stangassinger. 
His second leg of 42.54 sec- 
onds gave him a total of 
J;27J8. Norway’s Tom 
Stiansen was third with an 
aggregate time of J :27.69. 

“It is good to get an early 
viaoiy.’’ Stangassinger said. 
“It shows that at 33 years (eds 
correct) 1 can still beat the 
competition." 

Stangossmger's victory 
continued Austria's remark- 


able dominance of the young 
Worid Cup season. Austrian 
racers have won all but one of 
the five races so far. 

Stangassinger established a 
convincing lead on the first 
run. despite an icy course that 
proved disastrous to reigning 
Olympic champion Hans 
Peter Burass. 

The flawless Stangassinger 
finished the first leg 23-hun- 
dredths of a second ahead of 
compatriot Mario Reigner. 
with another Austiian. 
Christian Mayer. 26-hun- 
dredths of a second behind 
the leader. 

Amiez, mired in 22nd. had 
no premonition of what was 
to come, 

“I was hoping for 10th 
place at best," he said. “It was 
really unexpected." 

But conditions had changed 
for the second leg. and those 
who trailed afier the first run 
— and started early in the 
second — found the soft 
snow more favourable. 

Albertville Games gold 



Fabrzzio Tescari of Italy catches a ski tip on a gate in the lower section of the men’s 
World Cap slalom during the first heat Thomas Stangassinger of Austria won tbe 
event with Sebastien Amiez of France second, and Tom Stiansen of Norway third 
(Keuters photo) 


medallist Finn Christian 
Jagge was in 28th place afier 
the first leg, more than two 
seconds ad^ He clocked the 
fastest second-leg time to 
move up to seventh. 


Stangassinger sided conser- 
vatively and produced the 
13tb-fastesi second-leg time 
for (he win. 

It wras an encour aging day 
for the Italian team, now try- 


ing to fill the void created by 
tbe departure of Alberto 
Tomba. Italy had two top-ten 
finishers in Angelo Weiss 
(fifth) and Giorgio Rocca 
(lOih). 


Arab nations 
to silence rest of 



BANGKOK (AFP) — Arab 
footballing nations are 
determined to prove tt) the 
rest of Asia where the real 
power lies when the Asian 
Games' preliminary round 
kicks-off here on Monday. 
With reigning Asian Cup 
holders Saudi Arabia refus- 
ing to send a team because 
of a long simmering diplo- 
matic tow between tiie two 
countries, Gulf Cup wdnoers 
Kuwait will fly ti^ flag for 
the west of Asia as the con- 
tinent continues to remain 
divided both on and off the 
pitch. 

The bitter rivalry between 
west and east Asia came to a 
head two yeoTS ago when 
the executive committee of 
the Asian Football 
Confederation, the sport's 
legional governing body, 
awarded foe hosting rights 
of foe 2000 Asian Cup to 
Lebanon «bi>ad of China, 
breaking foe AFC's unwrit- 
ten rule chat saw the hosting 
of previous tournaments 
aitemate between east and 
west 

Now with the Arab block 
gaining more political con- 
trol at both regional and 
global level af^ backing 
Sepp Blatter's FIFA presi- 
dential campaign ahead of 
Lennart Johannson. foe 
eastern favoured candidate, 
foe coofioDtatioQ moves out 
of foe political arena and 
back on to foe playing field. 

Earlier in the month 
Kuwait stylishly won foe 
Gulf Cup, a tournament 
played tetween foe six 
members of the Gulf Co- 
operation Council. 

Although foe Asian games 
rftain will consist mainly of 
Olympic players, the h^an 
Macala-coached side will 
be among foe favourites. 

CZaptain of the side is 21- 
year-old striker Bashar 
Abdullah, who is set to 
announce lus transfer from 
Kuwaiti club side A1 
Salffliya to Saudi Arabian 
giants A1 Hilal on Monday, 
but missii^ is Abdullah's 
potent striker partner and 


the Gulf Cup’s scoter, 
Jassem A1 Houwaidi. 

Fellow Arab nations such 
as Qatar and Oman are 
uniikey to prove much of a 
threat to the poweitouses of 
the east such as J^an, 
South Korea and China, 
while the United Arab 
Emirates were ineffectual at 
the Gulf Cup several weeks 
ago, only fimshing third. 

The west's bid for glory is 
streogfoened by Iran's d^- 
sion to send a near firil 
strength team. Young play- 
ers such as Ali Karimi have 
been drafted in to r^lace 
Bundesliga-based former 
Asian Player of foe Year 
Khodadad Azizi and Mehdi 
Pashazadeh. 

But with foe likes of 
Bayern Munich forward Ali 
Daei and Arminia 
Bielefeld's Karim Bagheri, 
plus Asian Young Player of 
the Year Mehdi 
Mahdavikia. in foe squad 
Iran will be hoping to emu- 
late their 1990 victory in 
(Zhina. 

For foe east, South Korea 
have sent a side made up of 
players who are likely to 
feature when foe country 
co-hosts foe World Cup 
finals with Japan in 2(X)2 
while foe Japanese are one 
of the few nations to heed 
foe AFC's advice and send 
their entire Olympic team. 
Their team is led by the pre- 
cocious Sbinji Ono, a mem- 
ber of Japan's World Cup 
squad at foe age of 18, and 
s^er Atsushi Yanagisawa, 
whose club side K^hima 
Antlers won tte J-League 
title at foe weekend. 

China have taken a leaf 
from foe Korean book and 
have sent a team mixed wifo 
experience and youth. 

Coach Bobby Houston 
has brought captain Fan 
Zhiyi and left-back Sun 
Jihai back from English 
First Division side Crystal 
Palace as well as incliiding 
severe otiier senior interna- 
tionals to play alongside foe 
cream of foe nation's young 
players. 




years ago-:- war -be 
Uzbekistaa.. Tfe ij^ 
came to foe. last 
Games football ' ' 




in Hiros hi'mff . as jt^jn^ 
unknowns and. l^:'^ 
with the gold mei^^ 
defeating China 

Oi^ a^ 
will be sending 
squad with veteran 'st^ 
Igor Skvyiin callrf-;;^ 
fiom Israel to play ai^ 
side striker parmet%3|q 
Statskikh .in an atten^jo 
upset foe form bodk.^ 
again. Another ofHi^'^ 
nament’s darit'* hcc^'-'^ 
be Kazkahstah,' 
reached foe second roD^ 
Asia's World Cnp^qo^ 
ing tournament last^j^ 

Their challenge 

boosted by the 
mances of tibeir 
side at the Asi^. 
Championship 
Chiangmai 
when they finished 
and qualified for 
Youth Chatq)ioi 
Nigeria next year. 

Several of th^ 
feature in foe 

Hosts Thailaiu^ 
European 
Peter Withe, will 
stand up tti foe' 
foe hen^ crowd 
controversy after 
pitch brawl with 
week. 

The Thais, 
nance of foe 
Asian region 
September whrii 
the Tiger Cup to 
have a lot to pr6' 
themselves and 
demanding home?' 
and have set 
lofty target of 
semi-finals. 
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IOC warns of more turmoil 
in Sydney Games organisatiojt 



SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) 
Sunday lamented the loss 
of a key organiser of the 
Sydney Olympics and 
warned turmoil within 
the ranks was likely to 
continue. 

Rod McGeocb. the 52- 
year-old lawyer who 
fronted Sydney's suc- 
cessful bid for the 2000 
Games, walked out of the 
Sydney Organising 
Committee for the 
Olympic Games 

(SOCOG) last week say- 
ing there was a vendetta 
against him. 

IOC coordinator for the 
Sydney 2000 Jacques 
Rogge said he was 
shocked at McGeoch's 
resignation and there was 
no guarantee tbe board 
would not undergo more 
changes before the 
Olympics. 


that's a fact." 

While Syndey’s 

Olympic planning was 
on track despite 
McGeoch's departure. 
Rogge warned that the 
impact of a proposed 
sales tax on Games mer- 


chandise would hr (His* 
trous. . j ^ 

The other outStaufiDgf:;^ 
issue was w, 

SOCOG would be able ffif 
meet its ambitions rev-j 
enue t^ets 
sale of tii^ts. 


Currerja returns 
Jorihe MP-Tnur Worl 
“w.Ciirretia heat Mova 
^'Wld No. 1 Pete Sam 
Mnman M. 3-6. 7-5 on t 


“It’s a bi^ machine. It’s 
a very difficult issue." be 
cold Sydney's Sunday 
Telegraph from Belgium. 
“It might not be the end 
of the turnover." 

He said McGeoch was 
foe man who convinced 
the IOC to give Sydney 
foe Olympics. 

“He's a very charismat- 
ic leader. He brought the 
Olympics to Sydney — 
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Opening lad: Six of 0 

There are times at the bridge 
ubie when you can cum the tabla 
on a potential calamity. Today's 
deal is a typical example. 

The auction wu routine. Otwe 
South showed a limited, balanced 
hand North anw no point in raising 
South i oiut with four<nrd support 


beaded by the three »p h aowfc J, 

Trying for an 11-trick gs« | 
there ww a morft attrar*** 

Midi one in aight'wnw hne bv 

-j 

West led a low diamond 
dedarer could not afioedn beuCB- 
After winning the king, deeUrv 
cashed two rounds of dubi 
leamsd the bsd news whu we* 
dlae^ed a knr hart Hie qaen * 
hearts cams next, eoverea by ^ 
king and won by the aca i» 
cIoM hand. How wenid yco. Ex- 
ceed? • 4-i.S, 

After some thought, decTer^ 
found the key play, eaalunf^^ 
tablek remaining chib henar. Tad 
posed an inaohSEe dbeeitfingP** 

lemfcrWeetirWatpart«!»^ S^Hrioni -r -'*ast 
heart dedarerwodd fiathroome 

more tricka in the loii; if Wg With T^, , 

sluffod a diamond, dedaiw j-. ^ 1 Clcphone 

have lime to set up a Ibng Ba*®^ *'• 

That foroed a $fade pitch 
defender, and deciarer 

poaitiaD peifcctb: 

The ace and slog cT 

MahaH anil a iliniiiiMl 

fbtdied the nine and te& 
able to %n‘n. cash thra ta 
mond tricks to complete the 
sivc book, but then had » **?*,! 
heart away from the ten 
deebrer's J 9 tenoce. 
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QNEMA 


Drew Barrymore .. in 

MAD LOVE 


Shows: 12:30.3:30,6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 




PHILADELPHIA '2' 


Michael Gouglas & 
Val Kilmer .. in 

THE GBOST AND 
TBE DARKNESS 


PLA.ZA 


Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:15. 
y\ 8:30, 10,30 


TEL:5W9338 '^^^CINEMA 


Comedian 

Mohammad Himeidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 
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Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30. 
8:30. 10:30 


COZrcORD 


•reLrSS«420 CD«MA 


CONCORD“i" 

FEAR IS IN TSB AIR 

'TGRBUZENCE AHEAD' 

Shows: 11-30. 3:3a 6K)0, 8:15,10:30 
Cgh?.g?£PJ2: 


.A 


BODYGUARD 

Shows: 3-JO, 5:30 



TEL: S934793 


ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.Jo^atleria 
Antonio Banderas .. in 


THE MASK 
OF ZQRRO 


Shows: 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
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Jordan Times, Monday, November 30, 1998 


Cairo meeting recommends Iraq’s participation 

The technical and sports committees of the Arab Youth and Soon 
ftfiristenal Council gently recommended to fiiianciaily support Jordan to host the 
Pan^Aiab <^es, winch wiU ^ held in Amman Aug. 1501. In its recent meeting, 
which was held ^ dre two committees also reconunended that Iraq 

jiiould leturn to the Arab Sports Federation and ensure the Iraqi athlete.^' pardcipaiion 
in fijtute Arab compctmons. r r 

Shooting federation assesses team 

AMMAN — The Jordan Shooting Federation Monday will examine the national 
shooting team s preparaiions for Asian Games, which will be held in Bangkok Dec. 6- 
20 - *nie teani includes Nizar Madi, Mazen Khatib, Mohammad Hiari and Aysar Hiari. 

JBF reviews basketball regulations 

' Jordan Basketball Federation i.JBFj President Mudar Majdoub and ref- 
.gee Ismail Harb Tuesday will hold a seminar on basketball regulations and its new 
aioendnieots. Coaches and club officials have been invited to attend at the Oithodoxi 
Club at 6 p.m. 

Olympic Committee discusses team preparations 

AMMAN — The Jordan Olympic Committee has approved the participation of the 
mltioDaL'equestrian team in the World Endurance Championship which will be held in 
{^ United Arab Emirates next month. TTie committee approved to host the Iraqi vol- 
ffyball women's team next month. Meanwhile, the committee recommended to pro- 
vide JD5,000 to cover some of the national squash federation's training expenses and 
jipDnd'JD400 to buy necessary equipment for boxers participating in the Asian 
Ga^. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 



Spain^s Alex Corretja returns the ball to compatriot Carlos Moya during tbe final 
nutch of the ATP-Tour World Championships in tbe northern German dty of 
Hanover. Corretja beat Moya 3*^, 3-6, 7-5, <h 3, 7-5 to win the title. Corretja had 
stunned World No. 1 Pete Sampras 4-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7/3) while Moya outfought Briton 
Ibn Henman 6-4, 3-6, 7-5 on their way to the final (Heuters photo) 


PEER OPPORTUNITIES IN EUROPE 

LiM^AFIT LTD. is a U.K. consulting firm working with 
Fortune 500 Companies 

We are now offering PERMANENT PLACES and 
C(5NSULTANCY POSITIONS in Europe for people 
wffii two years or more experience in SAP and JD 
EDWARDS. 

Successful applicants will be offered EXCELLENT 
travel opportunities, and EUROPEAN 
WORK and RESIDENCY PERMITS. 

Exc^enl English is a requirement and so handwritten 
t^suiheswill be looked on particularly favourably. 
^^WKfidates should address LIMESTART LTD. as follows: 

jFw . ; +44-181 -686 - 4491 

|EHnaH sap@Hmestait freeserve.co.uk 

Interviews will initially be by phone, then followed by 
fece-to-face meetings. 


JORDAN 
TIMES FAX: 
5696183 


Atletico 

victory 

completes 

miserable 

days for 

Barcelona 


BARCELONA (AFP) — 
Adeuco Madrid woo i-0 at 
Barcelona in the Spanish 
league on Saturday to com- 
plete a miserable few days for 
the Catalonian club and its 
Dutch coach Louis Van Goal. 

Atleiico's Yugoslavian 

imemationai Vladimir 
Jugovic, signed from Lazio 
for nine million dollars, con- 
verted a penalty in the 39th 
minute aher Jose Mari was 
brought down in the area. 

Atletico moved up fix)m 
sixth to steal third spot from 
Barcelona, who only have 
their championship defence 
to aim at following their elim- 
ination from the European 
Champions League in mid- 
week. 

Barcelona welcomed back 
Dutchman Patrick Kluiven 
into their aoack afrer he sat 
out European action cup-tied. 

But the fireworics before 
the game, pan of Barcelona's 
centenary celebrations for 
next year, were perhaps the 
high point of an unemenain- 
ing evening on the pitch. 

Jose Mari had a great 
chance, after a superb pass 
from Kiko, but be hit tbe hall 
over the crossbar from 12 
metres. 

Moments before. Atleiico’s 
Carlos Aguilera and 
Barcelona's versatile 

Dutchman Philip Cocu wen? 
both booked. 

Then came the goal but 
both sides looked tired at (he 
Nou Camp Stadium, where 
the crowd was unusually sub- 
dued throughout tbe match. , 
' Ati^co* played deferisiveiy' 
; a^.sat .ha^y jo do, 
nothing more ±an keep 
Barcelona at bay. 

Yugoslavian striker Dragan 
Ciric. and then Anderson on 
the rebound, both had 
chances from close in afrer 
the interval but Atletico keep- 
er Jose Molina was sharp 
enough to get his body in 
front of both shots. 

Jordi Lardin raced into the 
area with 15 minutes to go. 
bur Barcelona's Dutch keeper 
Rudolfus Hesp blocked tbe 
shot with his legs. Kluiven 
and Jugovic were both 
booked after a scuffle 
moments before the tinal 
whistle but the match hud 
already fizzled out as a spec- 
tacle and Barcelona suffered 
their third league defeat of the 
season.. 


BgMf/Stf£P J^MTUENT FOR Mg 

VQ Bttitooins (One Master), L-Shaped sitting and 
^Sooro, Two Bathrooms, Fully Equipped and 
with Telephone and Central Hea^g, 
Hated Opposite AMRA HOTEL, 

^ Yj-.^eren« T.t- 5S12229 / 5679376 


large apartment for rent 


M floor with 3 balconies of on'y 
^HyL.buiklinQ, 147 sq.m., near the 5th Oircie, 

Street, Jabal Amman — the 
JgS.^'ewly furnished, perfectly equipped including 

^O^^ deep freezer & satellite. , 

^ 4-^ . . MuKicar parking available. 


Eerested please call: 5932509 


= ACCOUNTANT REQUIRElT 

iQld accounting books, keep filss and to 
h computers. A university degree in 
s> a must. Minimum experience 10 
th highly reputed companies, 
legotiable according to qualifications. 

intact" 

fee House Al-Farouki 
Dept Tel.: 5678580/5602633 

Fax: 5605923 


Used Computers 


The 1st used computer showroom in Jordan 
Buying, Selling. Trade-in 
(Used, Stocks, Scrap) 

Tel.; 5864966 


VILLA AND APARTMENT FOR RENT 
FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
Location: Abdoun 
For more information call: 5518237, 
079/532810 


NEW DELUXE VILLA FOR SALE 

Excellent Location : 4th Circle, Jabal Amman 
Land Area : 2,180 sq.m. 

Built Area :1,260 sq.m. 

First class white stone completely 
isolated from the inside and outside. 
Garden : Planted and irrigated, area 1 ,500 sq.m. 

Finish : Deluxe finish 

• Double glass windows 

• Wood work all made of solid oak 

• Spanish Marphii Marble 

• Grand French bathroom fixtures and tiles 

• Swedish mechanical pipes and fittings 

• Japanese Zola coat paint 

• French Chappe boiler room (Zoned System) 

Price ; JD900.000 

Serious interested parties please call 
owner directly at Tei.: 4615400 


Drugs-tainted Jayasinghe risks 
being stripped of Asian gold 


BANGKOK (-AFP) ^ — Sri Lanka 
sprint queen Susanthika Jayasinghe 
wilt be stripped of any medals she 
wins at tbe Asian Games next month 
unless she is cleared of drug-taking 
allegations. 

The warning comes from the 
International Amateur Athletic 
Federation (lAAF) ^d follows 
months of confusion over whether the 
world silver medallist, facing a two- 
year ban. would be allowed to run 
here. 

A spokesman, speaking by telephone 
from the lAAFs headquarters in 
Monaco, told AFP there had been alot 
of confusion over tbe case but that 
moves to discover tbe truth were pro- 
gressing. 

The athlete, who burst into die elite 
class by coming second in the World 
Championships 200 metres in Athens 
last year, failed a drugs test in April 
but was reinstated by the Sri Lankan 
Amateur Athletic A^ociation afrer an 


appeal. 

The world governing body, however, 
is unhappy with the Sri Lankan deci- 
.rion and is appointing an arbitration 
panel to review the case immediately. 

“The LAAF anti-doping commission 
believed there were some doubts.” the 
spokesman said. 

**A decision may come early next 
year. We will be as fast as possible. It's 
a complicated case and it will take 
time. 

“You can't have a trial in 10 days. If 
the panel goes against her. all her 
results dating back to when she was 
first banned will be cancelled. That 
would include her Asian Games per- 
formances.” 

Jayasinghe, who will be 23 next 
month, convinced a Sri Lankan appeal 
board of her iimocence in August ^er 
claiming her failed drugs test — for 
the steroid Nandrolone — was orches- 
trated by national athletics officials 
bem on wrecking her career. 



Hongarian Szilveszter CsoUany performs in the rings final at the DTB Cup. an 
international gymnastics compirtition, in Stuttgart. Germany. He won this compe- 
tition with 9.750 points in front of German Valeri Belenfci (AP photo) 


Earlier she had claimed one leading 
official had tried to force her to have 
an affair with him. 

The case has been further confused 
by a string of misleading statements. 

Sri Lankan athletics officials 
claimed recently she had been cleared 
by tbe lAAF when she had not. while 
earlier this month a Chinese athletics 
official wrongly sud that she would 
not be allowed to run at the Asian 
Games. 

Jayasinghe remains a favourite for 
gold here despite her lack of competi- 
tion since April. She returned to train- 
ing in July and won tbe 100 metre title 
at the Sri Lankan national champi- 
onships in a personal best of 1 1.28 sec- 
onds. 

Jayasinghe failed drugs tests in 1994 
and 1996. which also detected nan- 
drolone. but successfully argued she 
had taken it uninremionaUy in a 
medecine. 


ATP Tour 
extend 
partnership 
with 

Mercedes- 

Benz 

HANOVER tR) — The ATP 
Tour has extended its part- 
nership with Mercedes- 
Benz. which will stay the 
main sponsor of the organi- 
sation running the profes- 
sional circuit of men's tennis 
until 2002. 

The ATP Tour and 
Mercedes-Benz, whose cur- 
rent three-year contract runs 
to the end of 1999, have 
agreed another tiin?e-year 
deal, ATP Tour chief execu- 
tive officer Mark Miles sud. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Beijing to host 2001 World Student Games 

BRATISLAVA (AFP) — Beijing won the right to host the 2001 Summer World Student Games here on Sunday, beating 
off a rival bid by their political foe Taipei. Primo Nebiolo, President of the Games governing body FISU. said after 
awarding the biennial event to the Chinese city ahead of Kaoshiung from Taipei and the Yugoslav capital Belgrade that 
it was an historic decision. China, which has 1.020 universities and colleges with a total of 3.4 million students, will 
utilise existing sports facilities in Beijing but will build a new athletes village to bouse the expected 6.000 competitors. 
The 1999 Games are due to be held in Palma on the Spanish island of Majorca from July 3-10. 

Bosnians celebrate victory against Croatia 

SARAJEVO (R) — Thousands of Bosnians celebrated into the early hours on Sunday after their national basketball team 
narrowly beat neighbouring Croatia in a European championship qualifier. Traffic in downtown Sarajevo came to a stand- 
still after the unexpeciwi 67-64 victory against the country’s Balkan rival on Saturday boosted the side’s chances of reach- 
ing the championslups next year in France. Fans waved the new blue and yellow Bosnian flag, chanting and dancing as 
drivers honked their car heuns. Hundreds stayed up to welcome the players back from their triumph in the Croatian port 
of SpHu Similar scenes of emotional celebration took place elsewhere in Bosnia, where basketball is like a national sport. 
Bosnia lead their g?oup by one one point, ahead of both Lithuania and Cnwitiu with three more games ro play. 


FOR REMT 

NEWLY FURNISHED FLAT 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 living rooms, 2 bathrooms, dining 
room, kitchen, 2 verandas, perking, telephone, TV, satellite 
and many many Xtrss. Location: Between 4th & 5th Circles, 
overlooking Wadi Saqra. 

For more details, please call owner at: 56742B6 


FOR SALE 
10-week-old puppies 
Call 079/523482 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

Within the framework of a cultural tourism project which 
focuses on '‘l^mic Art In the Mediterranean” and co- 
finanepd by the European Union, the Department of 
Antiquities and the INGO Museum With No Frontiers iook 
for Production Managers for the implementation of the 
project in Jordan. 

Requirements: 

• Good knowledge of the History and Art of Jordan. 

• Fluent in Arabic and English, possibly French. 

• Driving licence B. 

• Basic elements of PC. 

Candidates with professional experiences in the field of 
cultural tourism as well as PR and communication will be 
given preference. Offered: 22-month contracL 
Please send detailed curriculum vitae as well as written 
motivation why you apply for this job to: 

Research and Studies Section 
Attention: Dr. Fawzi Zayadine 
Department of Antiquities 
P.0, Box 88, Amman 
Fax: 461 5848 

The last date for receiving the applications is 9th Dec. 



FOR RENT 

FULLY FURNISHED FLAT 

Ground floor flat (suitable for diplomats), located in Shmeisani / 
Rabia area. Consists of big garden, garage 250 square melre, 3 
bedrooms (one master) 4 batiirooms, maid's room, living room, 
breakfast area, dining & guests hall, sunroom, phone. 

Interested tenants, please call: 5602883 / 079/574437 


FOR RENT 

DELUXE FURNISHED APAFtTMENT 
2 bedrooms, one room as office/could change to bed- 
room, one sitting room, 3 bathrooms, salon/dining room, 
A/C unit, dish and telephone. 

TIa’a Al Alt with excellent view. 

Call Saed 079/520314 


FOR RENT 

TWO DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
Located in the best area of Swerfieh, very near to Olhodox Church. 
Each con^ of 3 bedrooms and utilities. Direction: 9 Amin B 

Mornany Street from 5th Qrcte towards Midoun, ooss the traffic li^ 
then turn to the first right street then turn to the fifth left street until the 

crossing streets. Period of rent Annual, monthly or any period. 

For mora informatlens eall TsL: S928092, 5929434, 4642072 
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Israel in secret talks with 
Lebanon, Syria — report 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
senior Israeli intelligence 
officer has held secret talks 
with Lebanese and Syrian 
officials on possible 
arrangements for an Israeli 
troop withdrawal from 
south Lebanon and a 
resumption of peace negoti- 
ations, the Maariv newspa- 
per reported on Sunday. 

The officials met in an 
unnamed European capital 
as part of a series of con- 
tacts aimed at reviving the 
Syrian and Lebanese tracks 
of the Middle East peace 
process after a suspension 
of nearly three years. 

Maariv said. 

The newspaper quoted 
senior Israeli sources as 
confirming the contacts but 
the defence minishy refused 
to comment officiaJly and a 
spokesman for Prime 

Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu denied the 

report 

According to the report 
Israel has informed the 
Lebanese and Syrians that it 
is willing to order a parnal 
withdrai!^ of troops from 
the buffer zone it occupies 
in south Lebanon in tandem 
with new security arrange- 
ments to rein in anti-Israel 
guerrillas operating along 
the border. 

Such an agreement would 
then lead to the resumption 
of full peace negotiations 
which were suspended in 
February 1996, Maariv said. 


Netanyahu has so far 
refused Syria's condition 
for resuming the negotia- 
tions — that the talks 
resume where they broke 
off in 1996 under Israel's 
previous Labour govern- 
ment. which had agreed in 
principle to return most of 
the Golan Heights to Syria 
in exchange for peace. 

At the start of this year 
Netanyahu's cabinet 

approved for the first time 
the 1978 U.N. resolution 
425 calling for Israel's with- 
drawal from Lebanon. 

But the decision linked 
any pullback to guarantees 
that Lebanon's army would 
take control of south 
Lebanon and prevent cross- 
border attacks, notably by 
the Syrian- and Iranian- 
backed Islamist militia 
Hirixiliah. 

Lebanon and Syria both 
rejected the offer, insisting 
Israel withdraw unilaterally 
and prior to any negotia- 
tions. 

Israeli public opinion has 
grown markedly more 
favourable in recent nionths 
to a unilateral withdrawal 
from Lebarton and 
Netanyahu was* due to 
debate the issue at a cabinet 
meeting Sunday. 

Netanyahu cut short a 
European visit over the 
weekend to return home for 
the talks following a rash of 
deadly HizboUah attacks on 
Israeli troops in south 


U.N. inspectors put Iraqi 
cooperation to real test 


(Continaed Arom page 1) 

The oil embargo cannot 
be lifted until the council 
determines that Iraq has 
been stripped of biologi- 
cal, chemical and nuclear 
weapons as well as long- 
range missiles. 

In the comprehensive 
review, the diplomats said, 
the Security Council is 
expected to draw up a 
"road map” of outstanding 
arms issues and Butler 
could visit Baghdad at that 
point to agree on a work 
schedule. 

On Sunday, an influential 
Baghdad daily warned that 
renewed cooperation with 
UNSCOM "does not mean 
that the injustice of the 
embargo will still be toler- 
ated.” 

"Must we wait for still 
more years to see the 
embargo lifted?” asked 
Babel, run by President 
Saddam Hussein's eldest 
son Uday. It urged the 
Security Council not to 
delay the review. 

B:^e] also renewed accu- 
sations that Butler was 
seeking to provoke a new 
crisis that would clear the 
way for U.S. punitive 
strikes and block any 
review. 

But the senior diplomat 
noted that Butler and Iraq 
were both showing more 
fle.xibility in their letters 
over the documents row 


and that the UNSCOM 
chief appeared to have 
dropped his insistence on a 
handover "now,” 

*Ut's an issue that will 
take some time.” he said. 

In replies to letters from 
Butler requesting more 
aims documents. Iraq has 
said they had already been 
made available, been 
destroyed, or did not exist. 

But despite the row, "the 
Iraqis appear to have 
leaml” that ihc Nov. 14 
break with UNSCOM left 
Baghdad isolated, the 
diplomat said. ”I expect 
they will now keep a cool 
head.” at least until the 
review. 

"A good sign” of Iraq's 
new tact was its accep- 
tance of a full new term of 
the U.N. "oil-for-food” 
humanitarian accord, 
which Baghdad has always 
regarded as a cover for 
prolonged sanctions, he 
said. 

On Sunday, as on every 
day since UNSCOM's 
return from evacuation, 
several UNSCOM jeeps 
went out on site visits, wit- 
nesses said. 

Iraq has reported that 
UNSCOM is increasing 
"surprise” inspections. But 
the Special Commission, 
while keeping a lid on its 
activities, has said all 
inspections are carried out 
on a no-notice basis. 


Israelis barred from 
building settler homes 

(ContiQued from page 1 ) 

About 170,0(X) Jews live in some 150 settlements in 
the West Bank and Gaza, both captured by Israel in a 
1967 Middle East war. 

In Jericho in the West Bank. Palestinian negotiator 
Hassan Asfour walked out of a meeting to di.scuss future 
peace moves that he and chief Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erekat had with Israeli negotiator Danny Naveh. 

"I stormed out of the meeting in anger over Israel's 
policy on settlements and prisoners which aims at 
destroying the accords.” Asfour told Reuters. "We 
informed the Americans of the situation and we demand 
a clear U.S. position on the issues of settlements and 
prisoners.” 

Palestinians were angered by Israel's inclusion of 
common criminals in the release of the first third of 750 
prisoners due to be released in titree months under a 
U.S.-brokered peace deal with Israel signed at the White 
House last month. 

In response to the criticism Naveh said Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu had made clear during negotia- 
tions last month that Israel would not free "murder- 
ers, "."terrorists with blood on their hands” or members 
of the Hamas group. 

Erekat told I^uters: "We demanded that we review the 
names of the prisoners with them, name by name, and I 
asked the Israeli government not to implement the agree- 
ment regarding the prisoners if it will be based on their 
catesories.” 


Lebanon. 

Seven Israeli soldiers 
were killed over the past 
two weeks in the region, 
including four who died in 
two bombings Wednesday 
and Thursday. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ariel Sharon, a security 
hawk infamous for spear- 
heading Israel's 1982 inva- 
sion of Lebanon, has now 
become one of the strongest 
supporters of a unilateral 
pullback. 

He has proposed pulling 
the troops out of the 15 kilo- 
metre wide zone in stages 
coupled with a clear warn- 
ing to Lebanon and Syria 
that subsequent cross-bor- 
der attacks would meet with 
harsh retaliation. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordecbai strongly oppos- 
es the Sharon plan and 
according to Israel Radio 
received the fiiU backing of 
top army officials during 
discussions late Saturday in 
Tel Aviv. 

The military establish- 
ment is expect^ to present 
other policy options at 
Sunday's cabinet meeting, 
including a withdrawal 
from some isolated outposts 
in south Lebanon and a 
reduction in ground patrols. 

The partial pullback could 
be preceded by warning 
strikes deep into Lebanon 
and against Syrian interests 
in the country, Israeli media 
reported. 


Six 

civilians 
killed in 
Algeria 


ALGIERS (R) — Six civil- 
ians were killed in a series 
of recent rebel attacks in 
Algeria, local newspapers 
said cu Sunday. 

Three civilians were shot 
dead on Friday when they 
were caught at a fake road- 
block put up by suspected 
Muslim rebels in Ain 
Soltane urea in Ain Defla 
province. 130 km southwest 
of Algiers, said El Watan 
and Le Matin newspapers. 

In a separate incident sus- 
pected Muslim guerrillas 
dragged away two shep- 
hends into a deserted farm 
where they hung them and 
cut (heir throats, said La 
Tribune daily. 

It s^d the killing took 
place on Thursday at Ain 
Hadjar village in Saida 
region. 340 km southwe.st of 
Algiers. The rebels stole the 
victitTLs' i(X) sheep appar- 
ently to feed their fellow 
guerrillas, the newspaper 
.said. 

A bomb explosion killed a 
farmer and wounded his 
wife and son on Friday in 
Tadjenna in Chief province. 
1 50 km west of Algiers, said 
El Watan. 

It said the bomb was 
planted by rebels near the 
victims's home, li gave no 
more details. 

La Nouvelle Republique 
said authorities had 
unearthed the bodies of six 
people from a mass grave in 
M'Sila area ISO km south 
of Algiers. They had been 
killed last year but the grave 
was only di.scovered in the 
Iasi few davs. ii said. 


WEST BANK CLASHES: A Palestinian demonstrator is tended to by Israeli soldiers after being hit in the head 
by a stone thrown by Jewish settlers on Sunday in the West Bank village of Ein Yabnid near Ra tn a l la h . Cities 
erupted when the Palestinians tried to repossess a home that had been taken over by the settlers (AP photo) 


Turk PM rejects European peace bid on Kurds 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey's 
caretaker Prime Minister 
Mesut Yllmaz has rejected 
German and Italian plans 
for a European bid to end 
conflict between Turkish 
forces and guerrillas loyal 
to Kurdish rebel leader 
Abdullah Ocalan. 

"If the problem at issue 
here is the one ben^reen 
Turkey and its citizens of 
Kurdish origin, then the 
only place for a solution is 
Turkey.” Anatolian news 
^ency quoted Yilmaz say- 
ing late on Saturday. 

German Foreign Minister 
Joschka Fischer and Italian 
Foreign Minister Lambeno 
Oini agreed at tbe'weekend 
to launch a European initia- 
tive to seek a "peaceful 
solution In southeast 
Turkey.” centre of the fight- 
ing. 

The declaration came 
amid international wran- 


gling over the fate of 
Ocalan. now in Italy. His 
Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) has fought Turkish 
forces for 14 years in a con- 
flict in which more than 
29.(XX) people have died. 

Turirey's general staff on 
Sunday co^irmed a PKK 
claim to have shot down a 
*rurkisfa army helicopter, 
killing 16 troops, in the 
southeast. state-run 

Anatolian news agency 
reported. 

It cited a general staff 
statement saying the 

Sikorsky helicopter bad 
crashed after 'Tight arms 
fire from terrorists struck 
the. pil(H.” The PKK on 
Saturday claimed responsi- 
bility for downing the air- 
craft. 

The armed forces had ear- 
lier said they were investi- 
gating the cause of the 
crash, which occurred on 


Friday. PKK rebels brought 
down two Turkish military 
helicopters in northern Iraq 
last year using Russian- 
made missiles. 

Vilmaz also attacked 
Germany and Italy for their 
failure to try Ocalan. whom 
Turkey considers a “terror- 
ist" and charges with per- 
sonal responsibility for the 
deaths in the conflict. 

‘Italy did not have the 
courage to try this person 
under its laws, nor did 
Germany.” he said. Ocalan 
was arrested in Italy earlier 
this month. At present he is 
under police protection In a 
Rome villa. 

Rome rejected a demand 
for Ocalan to be extradited 
to Turkey because Italian 
law bars sending suspects 
to a country where they 
could face the death penal- 
ty. The refusal has put 
severe strain on relations 


between the two countries. 

Germany has also refused 
to act on an arrest warrant 
for Ocaian, fearing reprisals 
by PKK militants and 
unrest among some 2.7 mil- 
lion Turks and Kurds in 
Germany. 

Germany and Italy have 
pledged to ensure that 
Ocalan faces trial but have 
not said where It might take 
place. 

Tilmaz was toppled in 
parliament last week. He is 
serving as a caretaker prime 
minister until a new gov- 
ernment is set up. 

Turkish public anger with 
Italy was deomnstrated by 
thousands of minibus dri- 
vers who toured the streets 
of Ankara in convoy on 
Sunday, sounding boms 
and carrying bannera read- 
ing “The baby-killer must 
be brought to justice.” 


Iraq to host conference on Gulf war effects 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
hosts a conference this week 
to focus attention on what it 
says is an enduring health and 
en\ironTTiental disaster 
caused by depleted uranium 
munitions used by the United 
Slates and Britain in (Ik 1991 
Gulf war. 

"This war has not ended,” 
Nasra Sadoon. director-gen- 
eral at the Information and 
Culture Ministry. told 
Reuieiv. “It's still going on 
without the world knowing 
about it” 

Depleted uranium (DU) is 
used to harden ammumtion. 
making it highly efTective in 
piercing lank armour. 

Britain has said DU rounds 
can produce small amounts of 
radioactive and toxic panicle.s 
on impact but it is unlikely 
that anyone outside the laiget 
area could be afiected. 

Sadoon is among the organ- 
isers of the two-day confer- 
ence due to open on 
Wednesday, Ixinging together 
Iraqi researehers with ^ for- 
eign doctors, sdentiscs and 
veterans of U.S. and British 
forces .suffering from so- 
called Gulf war syrKkome. 

Iraq will give details ^ 


Mdiat U says is a dramatic 
jump in cancer cases since the 
Gulf war. especially in the 
south. 

‘There is massive radioac- 
tive contamination in south- 
ern provinces, in addition te 
the exposure of the people to 
radfoaoive and chemicsU tox- 
ic!^.” said Sami AJ Araji. 
who serves on a government 
ctmiminee studying the war's 
uftermath. 

Araji said allied forces bad 
estimaled (hey had used 300 
tonnes of DU munitions 
against Iraqi forces, but said 
c^er reseon^ers put the fig- 
ure a 700 to 800 tonnes. 

“There has been an alarm- 
ing increase in cancers and 
other unusual diseases,” he 
.said, citing genetic deformi- 
ties and abnormalities in Iraqi 
children bom after the Gulf 
war. 

"Among military person- 
nel, lymphomas and 

teukacmia have risen five to 
six times in the last five years. 
Amcmg children and civilian.^ 
the rise has gone beyond that 
number.” he added. 

The southern Shi'ite 

evinces are .some of Iraq's 
powest regularly .scoring 


badly in surveys of health 
care, malnutrition, school 
attendance and water sanita- 
tion. 

With its health services dev- 
astated by eight years of sanc- 
tions imposed for its invasion 
of Kuwait. Iraq says it cannot 
afford expensive cancer drugs 
to treat the alflicied. let aione 
the huge cost of decontami- 
nating DU-poUuted areas. 

Sadoon said particles from 
DU munitions had found their 
way into food and water 
chains, causing cancer and 
other disea.ses. 

'TTie conference will also 
discuss the link between Gulf 
war syndrome and .similar 
effects in Iraq, which we 
believe are caused by deplet- 
ed uranium.” she added. 

Iraqi officials .say they hi>pe 
to spur .scientific debate on 
what they see as a d^Iy 
legacy of the conflict while 
acknowledging that more 
research needs to be done. 

*TVe are seeing a good num- 
ber of patienLs coming from 
the area of heavy bombard- 
ment, e.specially in the south.” 
said Selma Haddad, head of 
the oncology unit at the 
Munsour Children'.s Teaching 


Hospital in Baghdad, one of 
the two main ceotres to which 
child cancer cases are referred 
from all over Iraq. 

Tt might be related to the 
efiect of that (DU) poDution. 
but I think we need a more 
wide epidemiological and sta- 
tistical study to be sure of 
that,” she .said. 

Iraq sent a forma] complaint 
to U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan 'in May. reserving 
its right to compensation for 
the "appalling damage” 
caused by allied use of DU 
tank shells. 

Britain rejected Iraq's 
charge that its use of DU 
weapons violated the U.N. 
Charter and intemationa] 
agreemem.s. It said its 
Challenger tanks had fired 
fewer than 100 new l20-mm 
nninds with a DU core 
agaiast Iraqi forces and its 
armoured forces had been 
operating well away from 
population centres. 

In October a preliminary 
report by the World Health 
Organisation proposed send- 
ing a WHO mission to south- 
ern Iraq to research radiation 
levels and reportedly higher 
cancer rates. 


Israeli security cabinet fails to reach conclusion on Lebanon quagmire 


(Oxitinued firm page 1) 

Sharon said Israel's efforts to 
end a JO-vear txoc^ presence in 
south Lebanon could not be 
held hostage by S}Tia. 

‘Israel wonts peace negotia- 
tions i^ith Syria... but we can- 
not link negodadoRS v>ith Syria 
i^ith what is hq^ning in 
Lebanon,” Sharon told 
reperters hours before the 
emeisenc>' ^‘eminent talks. 

Sharon said Israel's founder- 
ing eight-month-old initiative 
to i^ithdraw tienn Lebanon 
under the auspices of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
425 could not be declared 
dead. 

Ahead of the cabinet meei- 


ing. dozens of Israelis held a 
demonstraticn outside the 
office of Netanyahu, catting 
for on immediate withdrawal 
of troops from Lebanon. 

The protesters who included 
soldjers' relatives, students and 
MPs, carried placaids reading: 
"1250 dead in Lebanon, 
enou^ is enough.” referring to 
Israeli losses since the i%2 
invasion Other placards bore 
the slogan: ‘Get our soldiers 
out of Lebanon.” 

The Labour MP Yossi Beilin 
culled on Sharon, who "took us 
into Lebanon, to get us oul” 
Sharon was defence minister in 
1982 and is regarded as the 
architect of the Israeli invusitm. 

A securi^' officio] on Sunday 


said Israeli forces staged 
overnight artillery attacks cw 
petitions of pro-Iranian 
HizboUah guerrillus near the 
Lraeli-occupicd. 

He said Israel shelled an 
abandoned army barracks near 
the southern town of 

Nabutiyeh and targets in the 
Hizboliah stronghold of Iqlim 
AI Toufah late on Saturday. 

In Beirut, meanwhile. 

Hizboliah again warned dtot it 
will attack dvUiaas in Lsrael if 
the Jewish state retaliates 
against Lebariese civilians for 
mounting troop losses in south 
Lcbaooa 

‘The [Islamic] RcsUtancc 
[Hizbollah's military uing] is 
deliver blows 


against the enemy if h smacks 
the civilian pollution and 
inffasmicture,” Hizboliah MP 
Mohammad Fncish told AFP 

The Lebanese MP was 
responding to a threat from 
Israeli Internal Security 
Minister Avigdor Kahalani that 
Israel would not shrink from 
hitting Beirut's infrastructure if 
Hizboliah attacks on its troops 
continued. 

‘'niey must knpw that their 
crqsitnl will be de()rived of 
water and electricity each time 
that one of our soklieiT; is killed 
in Lebanon,"^ Kahalani warned. 

In the Lebanese city of Tyre, 
a security official said the pro- 
Syriun Shiite group Ama) bom- 
hunled Israeli positioas in the 


occupied security zone on 
Sunday. 

Amal artillery fired some 40 
mortars on positions held by 
Israeli troops and the Israeli- 
^ed South Lebanon Array 
(SLA) in the northern and cen- 
tral parts of the zone. tliQ^ -s. ^ki , 
An SLA official confirmed 
^ .strikes but said there was no 
immediate report on casualties 
or damage. 

The Ama) militia, headed by 
the ^)eaker of Lebanon’s par- 
liament, Nabih Beni claimed 
the attacks in a statemenL 
"Our fighters, who witnessed 
the Israeli enemy adding troop 
and supply reinforcements, 
opened fire against 10 of their 
posiliorLK,” the statement said. 




HONGKCH&^>^ . 




Num 


ing It subaamh ^^ l^ 

contained a 

Simi^. LSG 
Service 
provi ding ' 
lunches : ibis 
Notzitional 
Lxd.. wfafldi 

to elernentaiy''r^g®jj. 

schools, 

guage Mteg Pao 

Wagearrero^ 
paid in wina ^ 

MOSCOW (R) 
pay day finally 
workers of Asbosiii MPto 
ing enterprise 
Urals, it was in .ira»'n 
roubles. Factoy'^j^Ba 

keen to out am^di 

ing back to Febm^^ 
ed to hand out 
wine they had lecdiiieli 
pm of a debt-setffi^e 
with the southern. 
region, InterEM bi^ 
agency 

‘*Lab(OT disdptine^^ 

enterprise tiropp^^ 

because 

wine tasQ^ 

ing for thek shift to.^ 

said. 
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Egyptians 
in arms over 
foreign signs;^ 

CAIRO (AF^-c^ 
Egyptian parlikoed^ 
aglfftd the goveznS^d 
enforce a 1958 kw,)^ 
ding shops to 
in languages 
Arabic. The chainnaotf i 
parliament's cultineTToi 
raittee said dte jise.^ 
eign language 
"erase the counti]^^ 
identity." The law prdii^ 
for a fme of between^! 
S60 and a prison sebtoic^ 
not more than six moiidf 
offenders do not renx^^ 
signs within three inoii^ 

'Hercuies’ es(^ 
bites handler , 
at zoo ''S 


million, ot do.- 

fcPatstini^ en-nomy. 

ihe conierence. 
aa'said hi> adminiion- 
jdjDKd to t>0'>SI L .S. 
ijj^) mtllion while 
a current SlOO- 
a*'isionce 

^iric for fi' s rnore 

R. 

ipeiiins liv jzenerous 
Clinton said: 
Ijji lu> been i>'i' jinie 
^ impro'ement in 
‘liifol the PaU-'-iinian 

Inns peace Hj' iiirle 
sfof taking h><IJ "if it 
esnoiildner rc'olii for 
1 ed> prop le.“ iie -aid. 
yk follovLinc Clinton 
4if feuker'- rostrum 
Bfe media 'Aerc 
indki lej\e the State 
psunent JuJitorium. 
3l p»t pleJcc. had 
iWtlie Pale’.-iiniin> "to 
die peuLe pn.icess. 
^ the econorrjj and 
cedforwird to realise 
tWefendence.'* 

^despiie I'mr sg>ner- 
' Giuncial a-iMMjnce.” 
*wld dtfle^jtt« from 
s than -in nations. 


DALLAS (AP) — 
kilogramme gorilla 1 

from his room ^ the, ^ vl||g [ 
zoo, raided the Idteb^'bi 
keeper and then dragg^ 
down a hallway.'Htf^ jy 0 M 
die gorilla — "basioW 
pretty gentle giant ?^ . j - 
nice personality” — qM 0 t, 
captm^ after a vetaTOis *1 < 

shot him with a tranql^ ^ 
ing dart, a zoo offick^ tinno 
Saturday. The goi^^ Iw 
was loaded on a taip^» . 
dragged back to his iRi 

sleep it off. ” 


•onew 
te to be 
fed to 
ks food 


Scots bet on 
white Christmas: 


^[1 .'K, __ , 

‘'■an. in k 

^aid rtn 


GLASGOW (AP), 4 ;' ^aid 

Glasgow businesswboH^ 
betting on.. ? 

CJiristmas, plaorig. W qucHed in .Al 

sands of small wa^g ^ "|ainnj|ing panv 
could net more ttan $8^ savino rhJ, 

if it snows on rS 

Gillian Muir, who wori^ : * Jahk fnr 

Morgan Parmetsh^-jSf>,i/'''f\vearsaf,,, * 


,2* went 
>enrs as,.,. 


placed 9,265 bets of 84^ C ^ say hc^ ' „ . 
cents each with a itceive 

betting shop. She 'sa M-g ' 

plans 10 give uiomii in 

slips away to 

tacts. Widi lO-I . tvi.' ■ -t*^ 

holders wouW ooUectS^. N ‘ffJo- 

each if.al least :.Vl ''"IJ a., 

snowflake flutters » ^ and 

ground CThristmas Day , 1 ^ 

Hanley-Davidsori.;. 

Barbie doll; ■" {;■ the deal 

aquickselier ' ;; ^ 

CHICAGO ^ 

$17,000 Road King 

two-wheeler but ■ a \ out of 

Harley-Davidson .. 

doll, assuroiug o*® 

leather bincTS 


'• h, '>lmg 

V 


quick seller at 
outlets. 





